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Brambling on Adak 

 
Day 1: Saturday, May 13th Westchester Lagoon 
 
The group met at the Coast Inn on time and we proceeded to Orso in Anchorage for a delicious dinner. A short 
bird outing to Westchester Lagoon netted us the usual ducks plus a surprise male Surf Scoter milling about 
with Greater and Lesser scaups. The rainy weather and low clouds brought in large numbers of Tree and 
lesser numbers of Violet-green swallows that skimmed right over the water’s surface. We walked to the coast 
trail and scoped four Hudsonian Godwits, a Whimbrel, Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Short-billed 
Dowitchers, and both yellowlegs. A “Lesser” Sandhill Crane flew in while we scoped distant Mew Gulls and 
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Arctic Terns. We returned to the hotel for the night with high anticipations for our Aleutian adventure the 
following day. 

 
Arctic Tern 

 
Day 2: Sunday, May 14th Kincaid Park and flight to Adak, birding Adak in the evening 
 
With the flight to Adak Island not leaving until the afternoon, we enjoyed a leisurely breakfast and then drove to 
Kincaid Park for some boreal forest birding. Bird activity was high and we soon saw the expected warblers, 
including “Myrtle” Yellow-rumped, Orange-crowned, Wilson’s and a more unexpected, early Northern 
Waterthrush. Sparrows were up in the brush singing their hearts out and we had point blank views of “Sooty” 
Fox and White-crowned sparrows, plus many Dark-eyed “Slate-colored” Juncos. We heard the buzzy calls of 
Common Redpolls and eventually saw one, but a group of 8 White-winged Crossbill feeding in a leafless tree 
right overhead was even more exciting. The first chickadee of the day was Black-capped, but further along the 
trail we found several vocal Boreal Chickadees for great views.  
 
Puddle ducks like Mallard, American Wigeon, Gadwall, Northern Pintail, and Green-winged Teal were present 
along the coast and a Northern Harrier flew past. We retraced our steps to the parking lot and drove back to 
the hotel. After lunch at the airport we boarded our only slightly delayed flight to Adak and headed west. 
 
We checked in, dropped off bags, and headed out to see what was around. A quick check of the harbor cove 
revealed more than 100 Ancient Murrelets and lots of Pigeon Guillemots, plus Harlequin Ducks and Common 
Eiders ssp. v-nigrum. Waterfowl in the airport ponds included best of all a pair of Tufted Ducks, and many 
Eurasian Wigeons, and “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal, plus expected Mallard, American Wigeon, Northern 
Pintail, and Greater Scaup. Rock Ptarmigans soon revealed themselves and a stop at Contractor’s Marsh 
produced several snipe, including great views of Common Snipe displaying overhead. A Gyrfalcon perched on 
a telephone pole was studied at length and after returning from Clam Lagoon we followed up on some reported 
Bramblings, quickly locating a flock of 20+, hinting at what was to come. 
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Boreal Chickadee 

 
Day 3: Monday, May 15th Adak Island 
 
After breakfast, we drove towards Sweeper Cove and checked the area carefully and then up the hill to the old 
high school. I climbed to a small stand of spruce trees and promptly flushed an Eye-browed Thrush, which was 
seen well by all. It returned to the spruces and all groups saw it after we had radioed in our find. Over the 
coming days we found another individual near Clam Lagoon and had repeated great views of this Asian 
vagrant. With high hopes we set out to check the rest of the island, finding many more Bramblings. Other 
highlights of the morning included many Laysan Albatross in Kuluk Bay, these stayed during our entire visit 
and allowed for better than usual views, and we turned up to Eastern Yellow Wagtails ssp. Simillima in addition 
to Common Snipes in Contractors Marsh. 
 
We added many great trip birds during our drive around Clam Lagoon, notably Pacific Loon, Horned Grebe, 
Red-necked Grebe off the seawall and Black Oystercatcher, Aleutian Tern, and a flock of Bar-tailed Godwits 
that settled in a NavFac beach during our visit. One individual was color banded and we are looking forward to 
getting some history on the bird. At the far end of Clam Lagoon we got a call on the radio about a White 
Wagtail in Sweeper Creek and later about a Rustic Bunting in the same area, we went to search, but could 
only locate the White Wagtail. The Rustic Bunting would have to wait for another day and, warning spoiler 
alert, we eventually found it two days later. A Common Redpoll added to the passerine count, while a mobile 
flock of Pacific Golden Plovers bumped up our shorebird list. 
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Eastern Yellow Wagtail 

 
Day 4: Tuesday, May 16th Adak Island 
 
The day started with some low clouds and we had wind and drizzle for most of the morning. We methodically 
checked several passerine spots and found a female Brambling in the state forest, the first of another forty for 
the day (already a central Aleutian high count, only to be even higher the next day). The Laysan Albatross 
were still showing well in Kuluk Bay and we finally saw our first geese, when about 25 “Aleutian” Cackling 
Geese flew in off the ocean. 
 
New additions for the day as we combed the entire road system on Adak included White-winged Scoters, 
Common Loon, distant Short-tailed Shearwaters, Arctic Terns, and Pacific Wren an uncommon resident on 
Adak. We also found what was a 2nd Eye-browed Thrush near Clam Lagoon. Overall it was a fun and very 
diverse day with 53 species. 

Eye-browed Thrush 
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Day 5: Wednesday, May 17th Adak Island 
 
The unquestionable highlight of the day was the Rustic Bunting which we finally located again in Sweeper 
Creek and we had fantastic views to boot. Also Brambling numbers were on the rise with an incredible 167! 
individuals counted, possibly the 3rd highest count ever in the ABA area, only outdone on Attu Island. We 
enjoyed excellent views of many species again with Eastern Yellow and White wagtails still hanging on and we 
added a breeding plumaged Yellow-billed Loon that showed very closely on Lake Andrew and a pair of locally 
uncommon Lesser Scaup. 
 

 
Rustic Bunting 

 
Day 6: Thursday, May 18th Adak Island and flight back to Anchorage 
 
We thoroughly scoured the island for one final day, enjoying the swirling flocks of Bramblings, good views of 
one of the Eye-browed Thrushes, the White Wagtail and the never ending Laysan Albatross show. Good 
additions included an Arctic Loon seen well off the seawall (with another Yellow-billed Loon nearby), a close 
dark-morph Pomarine Jaeger in Kuluk Bay, and Horned and Tufted puffins from the overlook. We enjoyed a 
final tasty lunch at the Bluebird Cafe before packing up and heading to the airport. The flight back to 
Anchorage was on time and we returned with another set of memories from Aleutian Island adventure birding. I 
hope to see all of you on another High Lonesome BirdTours Trip soon, sincerely Stephan. 
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Trip List: 

  
1. Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) - we saw a good-sized flock flying in off Kuluk Bay and then on the 

airport runway, ssp. “Aleutian Cackling Goose” 
2. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - regularly seen in the Anchorage area around Westchester 

Lagoon, ssp. “Lesser” Canada Goose  
3. Gadwall (Anas strepera) - Anchorage area 
4. Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) - up to a dozen seen in a day on Adak with great views  
5. American Wigeon (Anas americana) - Anchorage area and a few on Adak 
6. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - common on Adak where we mainly saw males 
7. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - Anchorage area and single on Adak 
8. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - Anchorage area and fairly common on Adak 
9. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - we saw the American subspecies in the Anchorage we saw many 

of the Eurasian “Common Teal” on Adak where it is abundant 
10. Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) - great views of this beautiful Eurasian duck on Adak with up to 4 
11. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - common in the Anchorage area and abundant on Adak 
12. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - Anchorage area and a pair on Adak where it is uncommon 
13. Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) - very common on Adak with rafts in Kuluk Bay and Sweeper 

Cove, ssp. Pacific v-nigrum 
14. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - common on Adak 
15. Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata) - one in Westchester Lagoon during our first evening 
16. White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca) - singles in Kuluk Bay and a flock off the seawall 
17. Black Scoter (Melanitta americana) - a large flock in Kuluk Bay, Adak 
18. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - seen in the Anchorage area and common on Adak with a sizeable 

group hanging out on Clam Lagoon 
19. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - on Lake Hood in Anchorage and three birds on Adak 
20. Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - fantastic views on Lake Hood  
21. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - abundant on Adak 
22. Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) - abundant on Adak with up to 18 birds per day and endless 

photographic opportunities, the subspecies that occurs on Adak is L. m. chamberlaini 
23. Arctic Loon (Gavia arctica) - one seen on the final morning off the seawall 
24. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - numerous of the seawall with several in breeding plumage 
25. Common Loon (Gavia immer) - Adak with some in flight 
26. Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii) - a close breeding plumaged bird on Lake Andrew and a winter 

plumaged bird off the seawall  
27. Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - a single bird in breeding plumage on Adak off seawall 
28. Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - breeding birds in the Anchorage area and one off seawall on 

Adak 
29. Laysan Albatross (Phoebastria immutabilis) - up to a dozen birds following a processing ship into Kuluk 

Bay for repeated close views during our entire stay 
30. Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) - many dark morphs seen around processing ship in Kuluk Bay 
31. Short-tailed Shearwater (Ardenna tenuirostris) - distant views in Kuluk Bay and off seawall 
32. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - common on Adak 
33. Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) - a single bird in flight Kincaid Park in Anchorage 
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34. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - abundant on Adak with two active nests 
35. Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) - seen in Kincaid Park, Anchorage 
36. Black Oystercatcher (Haematopus bachmani) - common on Adak up to seven birds 
37. Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) - breeding plumaged bird first evening off coastal trail 
38. Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva) - a group of up to ten on Adak where we saw them flying by Clam 

Lagoon and four birds seen well in Contractor’s Marsh  
39. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - several birds on territory on Adak 
40. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - a single bird Lake Hood, Anchorage 
41. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - Westchester Lagoon 
42. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - Anchorage area and Westchester Lagoon 
43. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - one bird from the coast trail near Westchester Lagoon the first 

evening 
44. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - four birds from the coast trail near Westchester Lagoon the 

first evening 
45. Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) - a flock of 17 NavFac Beach on Adak and single in Clam 

Lagoon, one bird was banded with flag 6D  
46. Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - one bird on rocks on Adak 
47. Rock Sandpiper (Calidris ptilocnemis) - great views along Sweeper Creek on Adak of many birds 

feeding and displaying, ssp. C. p. Cousei 
48. Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - Westchester Lagoon and flying Kincaid Park  
49. Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - Westchester Lagoon, Anchorage 
50. Wilson’s Snipe (Gallinado delicata) - displaying bird in Contractor’s Marsh, Adak 
51. Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) - up to three birds displaying in Contractor’s Marsh, great 

repeated views 
52. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - Adak with a small flock out in Kuluk Bay 
53. Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) - final day on Adak one dark morph in Kuluk Bay 
54. Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) - dark morph birds were common around Clam Lagoon on 

Adak 
55. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - regularly seen offshore on Adak 
56. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba)- common on Adak 
57. Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - good numbers in Clam Lagoon and off seawall on 

Adak 
58. Kittlitz's Murrelet (Brachyramphus brevirostris) - nonbreeding plumaged birds allowed close studies on 

Clam Lagoon Adak 
59. Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - up to 100 Sweeper Cove on Adak, abundant 
60. Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - distant birds offshore Adak 
61. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - a handful of distant birds flying offshore Adak 
62. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - two dozen sitting on water near sea stacks in Kuluk Bay 
63. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - unusually good numbers offshore on Adak, one even 

perched by Clam Lagoon, the processing ship drew them closer to land 
64. Mew Gull (Larus canus) - Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
65. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - Anchorage and one adult on Adak ssp. “American” argentatus 
66. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - seen in the Anchorage area and abundant on Adak 
67. Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) - two on Adak, an uncommon species during that time of year 
68. Aleutian Tern (Onychoprion aleuticus) - many on Adak, good views 
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69. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - common in the Anchorage area and on Adak 
70. Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) - one bird seen several days on Adak with many close views 
71. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - common in the Anchorage area 
72. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common on Adak and some seen in Anchorage 
73. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - common in Anchorage area 
74. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - a few in the Anchorage area 
75. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - Kincaid Park Anchorage 
76. Boreal Chickadee (Poecile hudsonicus) - several Kincaid Park 
77. Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - heard only in Kincaid Park 
78. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - three territories on Adak 
79. Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) - one heard only in Kincaid Park 
80. Eye-browed Thrush (Turdus obscurus) - at least two seen on Adak, one near high school and the other 

near Clam Lagoon 
81. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - common around Anchorage 
82. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - Anchorage 
83. Eastern Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla tschutschensis) - 2 birds in Contractor’s Marsh for three days, ssp. 

simillima 
84. White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) - a single bird along Sweeper Creek for three days, ssp. ocularis 
85. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - abundant on Adak 
86. Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - several on Adak where it was fun to see males in full breeding 

plumage 
87. Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis) - a singing bird in Kincaid Park was a bit on the early 

side 
88. Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata) - Kincaid Park Anchorage 
89. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - Kincaid Park ssp. “Myrtle” 
90. Wilson’s Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - Kincaid Park Anchorage 
91. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - Kincaid Park, ssp. “Sooty” 
92. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - Anchorage area, ssp. “Slate-colored” 
93. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - Kincaid Park 
94. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - we saw the massive Aleutian subspecies maxima on Adak where 

it is common  
95. Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) - heard only Kincaid Park 
96. Rustic Bunting (Emberiza rustica) - great views of a male on Adak along Sweeper Creek 
97. Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) - more than 150 a day on Adak with flocks all over town, along Clam 

Lagoon, and near Lake Andrew, record numbers for the Central Aleutians  
98. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - Aleutian subspecies common on Adak 
99. White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) - confiding flock in Kincaid Park 
100. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - Kincaid Park and small flock and single on Adak 

 
Mammal List: 
Sea Otter - we saw many in Clam Lagoon on Adak with some carrying young  
Red- Squirrel - Anchorage 
Muskrat - Westchester Lagoon 
Harbor Seal - many around Candlestick Bridge on Adak 
Steller’s Sea Lion - seen offshore on Adak with good views off the seawall  
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Displaying Common Snipe 

 

 
Brambling flock 
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Female Bar-tailed Godwit 

 
Displaying Rock Sandpiper 
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