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This young White-tailed Eagle we easily the bird of the trip. 

 
The High Lonesome BirdTours trip to St.Paul Island in the Pribilofs beat all expectations and every time we 
thought that it couldn't get any better, well it did. We enjoyed the unparalleled seabird spectacle for two full 
mornings, watching the comings and going of thousands of auklets, many puffins, and swirling flocks of 
Black-legged and Red-legged kittiwakes. Although the alcids were just returning to their nesting sites we still 
managed excellent views (and photos) of each species on the cliffs. In addition, two dozen Ancient Murrelets 
off north beach showed much better than usual. Aside from the nesting seabirds we enjoyed a nice raft of King 
Eiders, including two males in spectacular breeding plumage, brief flybys of migrating Sabine's Gulls, a showy 
Pomarine Jaeger, and stunning breeding plumaged Yellow-billed Loon, literally at the 11th hour. Yet it was a 
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slew of Asian vagrants that stole the show this year and kept us out in the field for three very late nights, but 
what can you do when there is always something new around the "next bend".  
 
The wind forecast had looked promising when we left Anchorage on time and when we arrived on the island 
things looked even better. Steady west winds during our entire three night stay meant that some rarities had to 
be on the way and we were not disappointed. In fact, this short spring trip had to be one of the finest in terms 
of the number of Asian strays found. A good diversity of shorebirds showed up during our stay, including a brief 
Wood Sandpiper, beautiful male Lesser Sand-Plover, Red-necked Stints (up to 12!), Common Sandpipers, 
Gray-tailed Tattlers, "Siberian" Whimbrel, and to top it all off a white morph Ruff! Passerine vagrants did not lag 
behind and again we recorded unusually high numbers with up to 7 Eye-browed Thrushes a day, several 
Bramblings, a cooperative Hawfinch, two Olive-backed Pipits that showed very well, and a very rare Gray 
Wagtail. Yet the highlight had to be the long-staying White-tailed Eagle that flew right past us during our first 
full day on the island. By all standards this was a historic trip with some of the best May weather I have ever 
seen in the Pribilofs to boot. I really enjoyed our St. Paul Island adventure and hats off to all of you for hanging 
in there during some long days. I hope to see all of you on future tours, sincerely Stephan. 
 
Day 1: Saturday May 20th, Anchorage Westchester Lagoon 
 
After a delicious dinner of fresh salmon at Orso's we headed to Westchester lagoon for some casual birding 
and familiarized ourselves with some of the common birds of the Anchorage area. The lagoon held its usual 
assortment of water birds with many Greater Scaup and very vocal Red-necked Grebes, some of them 
engaged in vicious territorial bouts. A Spotted Sandpiper was bathing in front of us, while elegant Arctic Terns 
swung back and forth along the nearshore. A Belted Kingfisher flew in and Tree and Violet-green swallow 
circled above. We wandered down to the coastal trail to scan the vast mudflats and picked up a Short-billed 
Dowitcher in addition to Greater and Lesser yellowlegs en route. A careful scan of the flats revealed a lone 
Hudsonian Godwit and a rust stained “Lesser” Sandhill Crane for a productive first evening.  
 
Day 2: Sunday May 21st Flight to St. Paul Island and birding 
afternoon and evening 
 
Our flight to St. Paul island left on time and we soon found 
ourselves crossing the Bering Sea after leaving the rugged 
mountains of the Alaska Peninsula behind. The weather was clear 
and relatively mild when we landed to start our Pribilof birding 
adventure. Arriving dressed and ready to go, we checked into the 
King Eider and headed out to see what was around. A few rarities 
had been seen and we set out to chase after some of them. Our 
first stop at Antone Lake didn’t hold anything different except for 
some “Aleutian” Cackling Geese, but of course we saw our first 
Black-legged and Red-legged kittiwakes, Harlequin Ducks, and 
many alcids flying offshore. 
 
Just before dinner we picked up a single Bar-tailed Godwit in Salt 
Lagoon and on the trip out after dinner found a pair of King Eiders 
in the same spot. We checked Hutchinson’s Hill on the northeast 
point of the island, which is a well-known vagrant hotspot. We lined up and carefully scoured the hillside, 
promptly finding a Golden-crowned Sparrow, a rare visitor from the Alaskan mainland. A few steps further I 
saw something else flush and fly around the corner, I had a good feeling about it and trying to flush it back an 
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Eye-browed Thrush flew to the top of the hill 
where everybody had great views. Another 
smallish brown bird got away, but we found it 
again at the bottom of the hill, and this time it 
called when it flushed, making it easy to identify 
it as an Olive-backed Pipit. After some 
maneuvering we all had good views. Walking 
back, I noticed a Brambling contentedly feeding 
on the ground in front of us. Wow, three Asian 
passerine vagrants in five minutes. Oh wait, 
there were two Bramblings, no three, actually 
four. What a start to the trip? 
 
Since there were clearly birds around we 
decided to check Polovina Hill and Reef Point 
finding two more Eye-browed Thrushes. With 

the west winds forecasted to blow all night we were excited to see what the next day would bring. 
 
Day 3: Monday May 22nd St. Paul Island: Ridge Wall, Northeast and Marunich areas 
 
We spent the morning at Ridge Wall, one of the most diverse and productive seabird cliffs on St. Paul Island. 
Here we enjoyed the noisy Parakeet Auklets on the ledges, diminutive Least Auklets flying back and forth, 
stolid Thick-billed Murres claiming nesting spots (with a single Common Murre standing out from the crowd), 
and Northern Fulmars circling in the breeze. It was very enjoyable to photograph and observe the coming and 
going of hundreds of bird in relatively mild weather. 
 
After lunch, we headed back towards northeast to follow up a report of a Wood Sandpiper. We walked out into 
the flat wetland and scanned carefully. All of a sudden I saw a large, dark bird heave into view beyond one of 
the distant sand dunes and I immediately called out White-tailed Eagle. The bird flew directly towards us and 
right past us, flapping heavily in the strong winds. We enjoyed exceptional views of the massive bill, broad 
wings, and seven emarginated primaries, in terms of rarity this was the bird of the tip. We never located the 
Wood Sandpiper, but didn’t worry much. Back on Hutchinson’s Hill the Eye-browed Thrushes and 
Olive-backed Pipits were still present. Before dinner we stopped at Salt Lagoon to photograph Red-legged 
Kittiwakes and promptly found a Black-headed Gull. Minutes later a Red-necked Stint flew in and paraded in 
front of us on the mudflats. Elated with another haul of great rarities we headed to dinner. 
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During the evening, with the sun coming out we crossed the island towards the north point and an area called 
Marunich. Immediately upon arrival we spotted some small shorebirds in a melt pond, these turned out to be 
three Red-necked Stints and then five more flew in, what was going on, these were record numbers on St. 
Paul Island for this species. The birds flushed, but we continued birding around the area when a Wood 
Sandpiper flew in, conveniently stopping just long enough in the same pond to be admired in the scope by all. 
We walked slowly along the beach, scanning for birds hiding behind the berm and water birds further out. We 
found an unusual concentrations of Ancient Murrelets with about two dozen birds present, more than I had 
ever recorded on St. Paul Island before. The final bird of the day was a breeding plumaged male Lesser 
Sand-Plover that literally glowed in the evening light, could the birding get any better? 
 
Day 4: Tuesday May 23rd St. Paul Island: Reef Cliffs, Northeast, and Marunich 
 
We enjoyed another leisurely morning at the seabird cliffs, this time visiting the Reef area where both species 
of puffins posed nicely for pictures and auklets were very active. Out at sea we watched three Sabine’s Gulls 
disappear all too quickly, but a Pigeon Guillemot showed well, surprisingly the only one of the trip. We walked 
down to the seal blind and watched some of the beach masters that had already arrived, while an Arctic Fox 
walked along the shoreline. Just before lunch we walked through Tonki Wetlands where a Pomarine Jaeger 
flew by and got a call from Cameron Cox who informed us that the Marunich area was hopping with rarities. 
 
Changing plans a bit, we headed back to the northern part of the island to see whether we could find any of the 
great birds that had been seen in the morning. It took some effort and quite a long walk but eventually we 

found all of them, including two 
Gray-tailed Tattlers (very rare in 
the spring here), two Common 
Sandpipers, two “Siberian” 
Whimbrels, and best of all a Gray 
Wagtail, although it took another 
visit that evening before most had 
decent views of this flighty 
species. After dinner the 
obligatory trip out to Hutchinson’s 
Hill resulted in further views of 
some of the continuing rarities 
and as we checked the top we 
flushed a Hawfinch, the bird 
showed very well, perching atop 
rocks for everybody to get photos. 
Another great finish to an 
incredible day. 

 
Day 5: Wednesday May 24th St. Paul Island: Northeast area and wetlands, afternoon flights back to 
Anchorage 
 
With one final morning we decided to make the most of it and carefully checked the northeast area again 
finding four Eye-browed Thrushes, a Brambling, and the Hawfinch again. We systematically walked the 
wetlands seeing 12 Red-necked Stints in Dune Lake and finally it paid off with a white morph Ruff in 
Pumphouse Lake. Since we had clear views and relatively sunny skies we drove up to Lake Hill to enjoy the 
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views, watching a Peregrine Falcon fly off when we arrived. I settled for the falcon being the last new bird of 
the trip, but once we returned to the airport we learned that we had another forty minutes to bird. We returned 
towards town and walked the crab pots, a Pribilofs birding rite of passage, and while the pots were empty we 
found an 11th hour Yellow-billed Loon flying out of Salt Lagoon. It was a breeding plumaged adult that circled 
for several minutes, giving everybody a final and well-deserved lifer. What a finish to an already exceptional 
trip. 
 

 
 
Trip List: 
 
1. Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) - we saw a small group on Antone Lake ssp. leucopareia “Aleutian” 
2. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - seen at Westchester Lagoon Anchorage ssp. parvipes “Lesser” 
3. Gadwall (Anas strepera) - Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
4. Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) - up to two males on St. Paul Island with single female nearby 
5. American Wigeon (Anas americana) - Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
6. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - Anchorage and a pair on St. Paul Island where very rare 
7. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - pair Dump Ponds on St. Paul Island 
8. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - one of the most common breeding ducks on St. Paul Island 
9. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - seen in Anchorage ssp. carolinensis “American” and on St. Paul Island 

we noted both subspecies, but mostly saw ssp. crecca “Common Teal” also called “Eurasian Teal”  
10. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - many on Westchester Lagoon Anchorage, common on St. Paul Island 
11. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - pair on Westchester Lagoon Anchorage, single on St. Paul Island 
12. King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) - first two on Salt Lagoon and a flock of 50 northeast point with breeding 

plumaged males 
13. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - abundant on St. Paul Island 
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14. White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca) - female in Salt Lagoon and a male in Weather Bureau Lake St. 
Paul 

15. Black Scoter (Melanitta americana) - a small group seen off north beach St. Paul Island 
16. Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) - abundant on St. Paul Island 
17. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - single female off north point St. Paul Island 
18. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - single female in Weather Bureau Lake St. Paul Island 
19. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - single non-breeding plumaged bird seen off Webster seawatch St. Paul 

Island 
20. Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii) - a breeding plumaged bird at the 11th hour, flying out of Salt Lagoon 
21. Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - breeding plumaged bird in harbor St. Paul Island 
22. Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - one in Antone Lake and one off Webster seawatch St. Paul 

Island, abundant on Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
23. Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) - light phase birds seen on nesting ledges at Ridge Wall St. Paul 

Island and dark phase birds seen flying offshore 
24. Red-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) - many already on nests St. Paul Island where abundant 
25. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - common St. Paul Island 
26. White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) - possibly the bird of the trip, we had this rare eagle fly right past us 

while standing in the flats of Novastoshna St. Paul Island, we enjoyed incredibly close views 
27. Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - coastal trail Anchorage ssp. “Lesser” 
28. Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva) - half a dozen birds at northeast point St. Paul Island 
29. Lesser Sand-Plover (Charadrius mongolus) - a breeding plumaged male Marunich offering great views, 

likely a second bird on road near the King Eider Hotel St. Paul Island, another welcome vagrant shorebird 
30. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - at least three pairs setting up territories St. Paul Island 
31. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - one Salt Lagoon ssp. hudsonicus dark-backed “American”, two north 

beach ssp. variegatus pale-backed “Siberian” 
32. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - one seen off coastal trail Anchorage 
33. Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) - a single on Salt Lagoon and briefly three same location St. Paul 

Island 
34. Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - northeast point and north beach St. Paul Island 
35. Ruff (Calidris pugnax) - a great bird to see during our final morning, a male white morph on Pumphouse 

Lake St. Paul Island 
36. Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) - unprecedented numbers (highest day count ever on St. Paul Island) 

with up a dozen in Novastoshna 
37. Dunlin (Calidris alpina) - a single bird among Rock Sandpipers on Salt Lagoon St. Paul Island 
38. Rock Sandpiper (Calidris ptilocnemis) - abundant on St. Paul Island where displaying birds were present in 

every habitat 
39. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - a pair in Novastoshna and Tonki wetlands St. Paul Island 
40. Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - a single bird seen briefly Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
41. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - common on St. Paul Island 
42. Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) - a small flock circled above us at northeast point St. Paul Island 
43. Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) - around the “next bend” we found it and then there were two, we 

definitely put in some distance for this one but ended with great scope views along north coast St. Paul 
Island 

44. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - one bathing by the small island Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
45. Gray-tailed Tattler (Tringa brevipes) - very rare in the spring, but we saw two along north coast St. Paul 

Island 
46. Wandering Tattler (Tringa incana) - at least two north coast St. Paul Island 
47. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - one Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
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48. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - several Westchester Lagoon and coastal trail Anchorage 
49. Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) - brief but good scope views small pond north point St. Paul Island 
50. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - many on nesting ledges Ridge Wall and Reef Cliffs St. Paul Island 
51. Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) - the most common murre on St. Paul Island, abundant 
52. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - a single bird seen just offshore from Reef Wall St. Paul Island 
53. Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - unusually high numbers off north point St. Paul Island 
54. Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - the most common auklet on St. Paul Island this time of year 
55. Least Auklet (Aethia pusilla) - colonies in full swing with great photo opportunities St. Paul Island 
56. Crested Auklet (Aethia cristatella) - a few on the cliffs but several flocks at sea St. Paul Island 
57. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - a few at sea and one cooperative bird on the cliffs St. Paul Island 
58. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - seen at sea with some on the cliffs at Reef Cliffs St. Paul Island 
59. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - abundant St. Paul Island 
60. Red-legged Kittiwake (Rissa brevirostris) - common, close views of roosting birds on Salt Lagoon St. Paul 

Island 
61. Sabine's Gull (Xema sabini) - three birds flying at a distance off Reef Cliffs St. Paul Island 
62. Bonaparte's Gull (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) - a single bird flying across Westchester Lagoon 
63. Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) - at least two birds present on St. Paul Island 
64. Mew Gull (Larus canus) - common in the Anchorage area 
65. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - great views of two on St. Paul Island ssp. vegae “Vega” 
66. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - common in Anchorage, abundant St. Paul 
67. Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) - 2-3 birds seen on St. Paul Island 
68. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - common Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
69. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - flying in Anchorage, not countable on official Alaska list 
70. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - one at Westchester Lagoon 
71. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - during our final outing seen from Lake Hill St. Paul Island 
72. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - Anchorage 
73. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - Anchorage 
74. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 
75. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - took some time but scope views in the quarry St. Paul Island 
76. Eyebrowed Thrush (Turdus obscurus) - up to seven St. Paul Island, unusually high number 
77. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - Anchorage 
78. Gray Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea) - a great rarity although flighty along north beach St. Paul Island 
79. Olive-backed Pipit (Anthus hodgsoni) - up to two seen at Hutchinson’s Hill St. Paul Island with great views 
80. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - abundant St. Paul Island 
81. Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - common St. Paul Island 
82. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - heard only in Anchorage 
83. Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) - a single bird on Hutchinson’s Hill 
84. Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) - good numbers St. Paul Island with 4 Hutchinson’s Hill, 3 north beach 
85. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - common St. Paul Island 
86. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - heard only Anchorage 
87. Hoary Redpoll (Acanthis hornemanni) - a pair in the quarry St. Paul Island 
 
Mammal Trip List: 
 
Muskrat - Westchester Lagoon 
American Beaver - Westchester Lagoon 
Northern Fur Seal - St. Paul Island with males already on the beach 
Steller’s Sea Lion - brief views of one from northeast point St. Paul Island 
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Harbor Seal - several St. Paul Island 
Arctic Fox - many sightings St. Paul Island 
Reindeer - we saw a large and small herd St. Paul Island 
 

 
Black-headed Gull 

 
Brambling 
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