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Spring in South Florida 2019: Specialties & Migration 

Trip Summary & Sightings List 
 

We covered a lot of ground during our 10 days in South Florida – interior wetlands, coastal areas, pinewoods, 
the Everglades, the Florida Keys, and the Dry Tortugas offshore of Key West. Along the way we had much fun 
together and enjoyed great success. By the end of the tour we had rounded up all of the regularly occurring 
South Florida specialties, including the region’s currently “ABA countable” introduced species. In addition, we 
found a couple of bonus rarities and enjoyed the multitude of more widespread species – wading birds, 
waterbirds, migrant warblers and others – that make South Florida such a great region to enjoy spring birding. 
 
April 25 – Link up in Fort Lauderdale, 
Lantana Nature Preserve. We started 
the tour with a bang, a really BIG bang. 
After linking up in late afternoon at the 
Fort Lauderdale airport, we hit the road 
north to the Lantana Nature Preserve 
where a Bahama Mockingbird had been 
present recently and a Red-legged 
Thrush had been discovered just that 
morning. Upon arrival we could hear 
the mockingbird singing, but learned 
the thrush had been seen flying out of 
the preserve 30 minutes earlier. Oh 
well, a Bahama Mockingbird would still 
be a great way to start the tour, so we 
wandered over to its location to find it. 
While it stayed in the canopy foiling the 
photographers in the group, we all 
enjoyed great views. After watching the 
mockingbird for several minutes, we noticed birders on the opposite side of the parking lot motioning for us to 
come quickly. We did of course (to say the least) and were soon looking at the thrush, which had returned to its 
original location. After enjoying lengthy views of the thrush and second views of the mockingbird, we returned 
to Fort Lauderdale for the night – more than satisfied with the exciting start to our Florida adventure! 
 
April 26 – Urban Miami, Mizell-Johnson State Park, Spanish River Park, Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Green Cay 
Wetlands and transfer to Port St. Lucie. We started our first full day together with a predawn trip into downtown 
Miami to view White-winged Parakeets at a stakeout roost site. We arrived at the busy intersection and took up 
a position near the palms where they roost. After a short wait, we began to hear their chatter and soon after 
they emerged and provided great views before eventually flying off rapidly in two noisy flocks. We then 

Red-legged Thrush at the Lantana Nature Preserve. This sighting 
represented only the second in the U.S.  Kip Miller photo 
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backtracked to Fort Lauderdale for 
breakfast and to pack up. Afterwards 
we traveled to the nearby Mizell-
Johnson State park to search for the 
Key West Quail-Dove that was being 
reported. Despite searching hard with 
several others, we had no luck in the 
time we had available. From here we 
traveled north to Spanish River Park in 
Boca Raton. We hoped to find migrant 
warblers and maybe even Spot-
breasted Oriole here, but no luck with 
the oriole and migrant numbers were 
low. We did find our first Prairie 
Warbler, saw a couple of singing Brown 
Thrashers and had our best views of 
Pileated Woodpecker of the trip. After 

lunch we enjoyed an afternoon of easy and productive birding at the Wakodahatchee and Green Cay Wetlands. 
Both locations provide boardwalk trails through wetlands, where a variety of wading and waterbirds can be seen 
closely. From here we continued on to Port St. Lucie for dinner and the night. 
 
April 27 – Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area, Lake Marian, Lake 
Kissimmee, Lettuce Lake Park and transfer to Tampa. After linking up 
with a local birder who added to the fun and success of the next few 
days, we arrived in the pinewoods habitat of the Three Lakes Wildlife 
Management Area. In short order we enjoyed views of our three target 
species – Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Brown-headed Nuthatch and 
Bachman’s Sparrow. Since we had such quick success, we backtracked 
to Lake Marian to do a bit waterbirding before continuing our 
exploration of the pinewoods. Here we enjoyed close views of Limpkin 
and other waders and saw our only White Pelicans of the tour. After 
more time exploring and birding a side road in the pinewoods, we 
made our way to the shore of Lake Kissimmee. Unfortunately, we 
discovered the site was hosting a major and exceptionally loud airboat 
rally, so we made a rapid retreat in order to avoid any hearing loss! 
Continuing to the west, we tried another location on the shore of Lake 
Kissimmee that was much quieter. Here we found several Snail Kites 
hunting over the water’s edge, a Crested Caracara soaring overhead with vultures, and a stunning male Northern 
Parula on the sunny side of a large oak. After lunch we continued to the Tampa area and spent the remainder of 
the afternoon birding on the boardwalk trail at Lettuce Lake Park. It was a busy Saturday afternoon on the trail, 
but we still found plenty of birds to watch. Many wading birds were present in the waters below the boardwalk 
and the surrounding trees were host to several warbler species, as well as Carolina Wren, Carolina Chickadee 
and Tufted Titmouse. However, without a doubt, the Barred Owl show we enjoyed was the highlight of the visit. 
A pair responded to our imitation hoots and provided great views as they sat overhead – not only to our group, 
but many others who wandered by! From here we continued to our Tampa hotel for the night. 
 

Boardwalk birding at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands. Jim Fisher photo 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker at the 
Three Lakes WMA. Kip Miller photo 
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April 28 – Fort De Soto Park and transfer to Sarasota. 
Our entire day was spent birding Fort De Soto Park. We 
began at North Beach where we found a flock of 
handsome Black Skimmers roosting with multiple 
species of terns. The adjacent sand flats were host to an 
impressive mix of shorebirds and waders including 
Reddish Egret, American Oystercatcher and Wilson’s 
Plover. After exploring a nearby oak hammock where we 
found a brilliant Scarlet Tanager, we moved on to the 
famed mulberry tree area, where a bird fountain and 
fruiting trees often host a mix of landbird migrants. As 
always, we heard the “You should’ve been here 
yesterday.” from other birders on site, but we still found 
much to enjoy. Several species of warblers were feeding 
in the trees including handsome Cape Mays and 
Blackpolls. Also present was an Orchard Oriole, several 
Indigo Buntings and a crowd-pleasing Painted Bunting 
that later dropped by the fountain for a bath.  A photographer near the fountain showed us a photo he’d taken 
of a Kentucky Warbler in the fountain, so we explored the understory of the nearby trees and located it. After a 
shaded picnic lunch at the edge of the beach and a check of the park’s East Beach area, we returned to North 
Beach for another look at the shorebirds and added a lingering flock of wintering Red Knots to the day’s list.  
After our full and fun one location day, we moved on to our hotel in nearby Sarasota for the night. 
 

April 29 – The Celery Fields, Oscar Sherer State 
Park, Tamiami Trail, Pinewoods Park and 
transfer to Florida City. We began the day 
watching a multitude of shorebirds and waders 
in excellent morning light at the Celery Fields. 
Highlights here included breeding plumaged 
Stilt Sandpipers feeding with Short-billed 
Dowitchers and an amazing number of Tri-
colored Herons actively feeding together in tight 
formation. From here we continued to Oscar 
Sherer State Park, where we hoped to find the 
endangered and endemic Florida Scrub-Jay. 
After an easy walk of a half mile or so on the 

Green Trail, we had close encounters with a 
group of three. Other sightings along the trail including a singing male Pine Warbler and a Gopher Tortoise. We 
then hit the road for the drive south and east to Florida City near the entrance to Everglades National Park. As 
we traveled east on Tamiami Trail we stayed alert for Snail Kites. We found our first, a female that perched in a 
roadside tree near the Shark Valley area and were able to safely park off the side of the road. As we watched, a 
male flew in and replaced her on the perch and allowed for excellent views. Later as we continued east, we saw 
several additional kites in flight. To wrap up the birding for the day we visited Pinewoods Park in Kendall. We 
really didn’t find many pines here, but fortunately with patience and effort we did find the Red-whiskered 
Bulbuls we hoped to find, as well as a pair of Monk Parakeets near a nest site. We then continued to Florida City 
for the night. 

Male Painted Bunting splashing in the bird fountain 
at Fort De Soto Park. Kerri Fisher photo 

Early morning shorebirding at the Celery Fields wetlands. 
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April 30 – Everglades National Park, Homestead General 
Aviation Airport and Portovino Plaza. We made an early 
start into the Everglades in hopes of finding Seaside 
Sparrow. The sparrows were silent on this morning, but we 
enjoyed the early morning light on the sawgrass prairies 
and watched a Common Nighthawk performing a display 
flight. Before heading to Flamingo, we backtracked to walk 
the Anhinga Trail before the day heated up. Here we 
enjoyed close views of waders, waterbirds, graceful 
Swallow-tailed Kites and some really big American 
Alligators. As the day warmed, a swirling flock of vultures 
formed and we kept close tabs on it in hopes a Short-tailed 
hawk might join them – and sure enough, our persistence 
was rewarded with views of a light-morph individual. 
Eventually we continued on to Flamingo. Upon arrival we 
headed to the campground area and searched for the small 
cowbird flock often present. It did not take long to find and 

within the many Brown-headed Cowbirds, we found our target – two male Shiny Cowbirds. We then did some 
additional birding in the campground and found our first Gray Kingbird and Black-whiskered Vireo, species we 
would see more frequently for the remainder of the tour.  After more birding, manatee watching, and lunch in 
the marina area we worked our way back out of the park. We then headed to the Homestead airport where a 
small population of Burrowing Owls lives. No luck with a sighting, so we continued on to a more urban area 
where we found a colony of the Caribbean race of Cave Swallow present under a highway bridge. While returning 
to the hotel we kept watch for Common Myna, but had no luck – until we got back to hotel and found two in the 
parking lot! After an early dinner we headed back to the 
Homestead airport and this time successfully located 
two Burrowing Owls. From here we returned to 
Everglades National Park and made our way to Long 
Pine Key. As it got dark, we began to hear the Chuck-
will’s-widows and soon were able to see one in flight 
and then sitting and calling on an exposed perch. After 
a full day that began and ended in the Everglades, we 
made our way back to Florida City for the night. 
 
May 1 – Black Point Marina and Park, Key Largo, 
Marathon, Big Pine Key, Fort Zachary Taylor and 
transfer to Key West. We started with an early visit to 
Black Point Marina and Park. Upon arrival we found a 
photographer with a big lens trained on the mangroves 
next to the parking lot, so we hurried over and sure 
enough, there was a Mangrove Cuckoo perched in 
fantastic morning light. It’s not always that easy! From 
here we headed to Key Largo where we visited several 
locations and found a mix of warblers, vireos and 
others. After a seafood lunch at Snapper’s we 
continued south. In Marathon we made a stop at the 

Burrowing Owls sheltering from the wind at the 
Homestead airport. Kip Miller photo 

Mangrove Cuckoo in early morning sun at the Black 
Point Marina and Park. Kip Miller photo 
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Marathon Government Center, where Least Terns were flying to and from the rooftops where they nest. We 
took a short walk past one of the building to the shore, where we able to scope a nearby dock and found several 
Roseate Terns perched with the much smaller Least Terns. Eventually we made our way to Key West and headed 
for Fort Zachary Taylor. Once we turned the group’s attention from the many iguanas present (ha!), we started 
to find birds. Black-throated Blue, Cape May and Blackpoll Warblers were all common and we found our first 
White-crowned Pigeon. We then made our way back in to Key West for the night. 
 

May 2 – Dry Tortugas National Park, Fort Jefferson and 
Big Pine Key. Today we made the 70-mile journey from 
Key West to Fort Jefferson in Dry Tortugas National Park 
aboard the Yankee Freedom III. Seas were calm and the 
2.5 hour crossing was easy. While we were near and on 
Garden Key, home to Fort Jefferson we enjoyed views of 
the seabirds the Dry Tortuguas are famous for – Brown 
Noddys, Sooty and Bridled Terns, Magnificent 
Frigatebirds, and Masked and Brown Boobies. Within the 
fort we found a mix of warblers in the trees, as well as a 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo and a rather surprising Purple 
Gallinule. (Yea, in a tree!) On the way back to Key West 
those keeping watch at the front of the boat were 

rewarded with excellent views of several Northern Gannets. After arriving back in Key West, we went straight to 
dinner in hopes on making it to Big Pine Key near dusk in order to find an Antillean Nighthawk, one of the few 
South Florida specialties we were still seeking. Our timing could not have been more perfect. Seconds after we 
exited the van near the island’s north end, an Antillean Nighthawk flew low overhead in great light giving its 
distinctive call! After waiting around long enough for a second view, we returned to Key West for the night. 
 
May 3 – Fort Zachary Taylor, Boca Chica Beach Key, Frog Pond WMA and return to Florida City. After a well-
deserved later start, we returned to Fort Zachary Taylor and enjoyed additional views of White-crowned Pigeon, 
Black-whiskered Vireo and several warbler species. Before leaving the Lower Keys, we stopped at Boca Chica 
Beach for close views of shorebird species such as Black-bellied and Semipalmated Plovers, Short-billed 
Dowitcher, Ruddy Turnstone and Least Sandpiper. From here we worked our way back up the Keys to the 
mainland at Florida City. After checking into our hotel, some made a late afternoon visit to the nearby Frog Pond 
WMA, where we had up-close views of a White-eyed Vireo and several low soaring Swallow-tailed Kites. 
 
May 4 – Miami Springs area, Highland Oaks Park and return to the Fort Lauderdale 
Airport. We set out on our final morning with a bit of a mission, as we were still 
lacking two South Florida specialties – Spot-breasted Oriole and Egyptian Goose. For 
the oriole we visited residential areas near the Miami airport. No luck at the first 
couple of locations, but we did find the first White-winged Doves of the trip – and 
many of them. At the third stop we were happy to find three orioles feeding and 
interacting in large trees and all in the group enjoyed great views. And of course, 
when we returned to the van there was another directly overhead! From here we 
continued north towards Fort Lauderdale with a side trip to Highland Oaks Park 
where we found not one, but like 40 Egyptian Geese on the edge of a small lake.  After 
a final lunch together, we continued to the airport and said good-byes. A most 
successful Florida trip and great fun!  

Brown Noddys at Fort Jefferson. Kip Miller photo 

Spot-breasted Oriole                  
Jim Fisher photo 
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South Florida Tour 2019 - Sightings List 
 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) – Quite a 
few at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands and a few more at the Green 
Cay Wetlands and the Celery Fields. 

Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca) – Other than a nocturnal 
sighting of a single individual standing under a street light on the 
first night, we had to wait until the very end of the trip to catch up 
with this now ABA “countable” exotic at Highland Oaks Park. And 
then we found like 40! 

Muscovy Duck (Domestic type) (Cairina moschata) – Quite a few 
of these guys (and gals) present in urban areas along the tour route. 

Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) – We saw a few with the waders and shorebirds at the Celery Fields. 

Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula) – The most commonly seen duck on our trip. Well seen at Green Cay and 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands. 

Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) – we  found a few lingering winter birds at Fort De Soto. 

Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) – Heard several times while we were watching Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers at the Three Lakes WMA. 

Red Junglefowl (Domestic type) (Gallus gallus) – Chickens actually – and they seemed to have the run of the 
town in Key West! 

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) – We saw a few, including some with young, at Green Cay and 
Wakodatchee Wetlands. 

Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) – Up close views at Wakodahatchee Wetlands, where they were nesting just 
a few feet from the boardwalk. It was fun watching a several try to break sticks to the right length in order to 
add to their nests. We saw a few more the next day around Lake Kissimmee. 

Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens) – Joyce saw the first 
overhead at Spanish River Park and the rest of us later caught up with 
this species at Fort De Soto Park. Then later we enjoyed many views in 
the Keys and especially while we were at Fort Jefferson in the Dry 
Tortugas. 

Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra) – the nesting colony on Hospital Key 
was visible as we approached Fort Jefferson aboard the Yankee 
Freedom III. 

Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) – As we departed Fort Jefferson, we 
saw two on a navigational buoy in the company of a few frigatebirds 
and cormorants. 

Northern Gannet (Morus bassanus) – Great views of a group of four flying close to the bow of the Yankee 
Freedom III as we returned to Key West. 

Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) – Very common, seen almost daily. 

Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) – Very common and seen daily during the mainland portion of our tour. Nesting 
birds were nice to see at Green Cay and Wakodahatchee Wetlands. 
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American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) – A 
stop at the boat launch on Lake Marian yielded several 
dozen lingering winter birds, the only ones we would see 
during the tour. 

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) – Common at the 
coastal areas we visited. It was fun watching a few feed 
on small fish below the Yankee Freedom III while we were 
anchored at Fort Jefferson. 

Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis) – Close views, crazy close 
views, at the Green Cay Wetlands. And just when we 
thought you couldn’t get any closer, it jumped up on the 
boardwalk railing after being spooked by a gallinule! 

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) – Common and seen 
daily. We also saw a few individuals of the “Great White 
Heron” form in the Everglades and the Keys. 

Great Egret (Ardea alba) – Common and seen daily with many up-close views 

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) – Common and seen almost daily with many up-close views. 

Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) – Several seen at Lettuce Lake Park and the Celery Field Wetlands 

Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) – Common with great views at Green Cay and Wakodahatchee Wetlands. 
The feeding group of multiple birds at the Celery Fields was impressive and fun to watch. 

Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) – a few seen at coastal locations of Fort De Soto Park. 

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) – Common and seen on most days. 

Green Heron (Butorides virescens) – Close views at Green Cay and Wakodahatchee Wetlands and along the 
Anhinga Trail at Everglades National Park. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) – Close views below the boardwalk at Lettuce Lake Park 
and a few more seen later in the Miami area. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea) – We saw our first just as we located a Mangrove Cuckoo 
at Black Point Park, but nobody seemed to notice it much. Fortunately, we later had great views with no 
distractions at Boca Chica Beach Key. 

White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) – A very common South 
Florida species. We saw them in wetlands, coastal 
areas, on lawns, and in flight over interstate 
highways. 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) – Seen nicely at the 
Green Cay and Wakodahatchee Wetlands, as well as 
at the Celery Fields and at Everglades national Park. 

Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja) – A crowd-pleasing 
species for sure. We saw individuals at the 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Lettuce Lake, the Celery 
Fields and in Everglades National Park. 

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) – Common, seen 
almost daily. 
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Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) – Common, seen daily. 

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) – Very common in South 
Florida and seen daily. It was fun watching them dive 
for fish and watching them fly while carrying fish. 

Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) – A most 
graceful bird. We saw them along highways in several 
locations, but enjoyed our best looks in and near 
Everglades National Park. 

Snail Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis) – After being chased 
from the Joe Overstreet Landing on the east side of 
Lake Kissimmee by the big airboat rally, we enjoyed 
watching several feed on the west side at Culman 
Landing at Shady Oaks Park. (And it was much quieter 
there too!) A few days later, we had great views along 
the Tamiami Trail, when first a female and then a male, 
perched in a tree adjacent to the road. 

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) – Seen while we were in the Three Lakes WMA, at Fort De Soto Park and 
at Flamingo in Everglades National Park. 

Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) – The most common hawk of the trip. Those of us from further north 
clearly noticed the Florida birds have paler gray head and upper back coloration.  

Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) – a single first year bird gave good looks close overhead on Key Largo. 

Short-tailed Hawk (Buteo brachyurus) – Persistence in checking the vulture flock overhead as we walked the 
Anhinga Trail at Everglades NP paid off! We located an adult light-morph within the swirling mass of vultures. 

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) – A few seen while we were at or near the Three Lake WMA. 

Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica) – We enjoyed up-close views at the Green Cay and Wakodahatchee 
Wetlands. The unexpected view was of the one we found in at tree in the interior of Fort Jefferson! 

Gray-headed Swamphen (Porphyrio poliocephalus) – Nice 
views of this now ABA “countable” introduced species at 
the Green Cay Wetlands. 

Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata) – Common at 
several locations on our route, including the Green Cay 
and Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Lettuce Lake Park, the 
Celery Fields and Everglades National Park. 

American Coot (Fulica americana) – We found a few at 
the Wakodahatchee and Green Cay Wetlands. 

Limpkin (Aramus guarauna) – We saw a few at the Green 
Cay and Wakodahatchee Wetlands, but the closest views 
were at the Lake Marion boat launch and at the Celery 
Fields, where one was perched on the boardwalk railing. 

Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) – Several seen along roadsides in the Three Lakes WMA region. 

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) – Several were present at the Green Cay and Wakodahatchee 
Wetlands and we later saw others at the Celery Fields. 
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American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus) – One or more within the skimmer flock at Fort De Soto Park. 

Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) – Fort De Soto Park and Boca Chica Key Beach. Many in handsome 
full breeding plumage. 

Wilson's Plover (Charadrius wilsonia) – A few on the beach at Fort De Soto Park. 

Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) – Fort De Soto Park and Boca Chica Key Beach. 

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) – Fort De Soto, the Celery Fields and Boca Chica Beach Key. 

Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) – A few seen at Fort De Soto Park. 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) – Fort De Soto, Fort Jefferson and Boca Chica Beach Key. The numbers 
on the beach near the old coaling docks at Fort Jefferson were quite impressive! 

Red Knot (Calidris canutus) – It took a bit of work (or convincing shall we say?), but we eventually located the 
flock with other shorebirds at Fort De Soto Park. Several were already in nice breeding plumage. 

Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) – Great views of several in breeding plumage at the Celery Fields. 

Sanderling (Calidris alba) – Common on the beach at Fort De Soto Park and Boca Chica Key Beach 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina) – We scoped several 
with the shorebird flock at Fort De Soto park, 
some of which were molting into breeding 
plumage. 

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) – Many at 
Fort De Soto Park, the Celery Fields and at 
Boca Chica Beach Key. We had great fun at 
Boca Chica watching them walk about and 
feed on the floating grass mat just offshore 
that was moving up and down in gentle wave 
action. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) – 
Several were at East Beach at Fort De Soto 
Park. 

Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) – At least 
one with the other “peeps” at East Beach at 
Fort De Soto. 

Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) – Fort De Soto park, the Celery Fields and Boca Chica Beach Key. 
The birds at Boca Chica allowed extremely close viewing and were riding the waves on the grass mat with the 
Least Sandpipers. 

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) – One was seen along the channel at Black Point Park. 

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) – A solitary Solitary was present with other shorebirds at the Celery Fields. 

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) – A calling flyover at Flamingo in Everglades National Park. 

Willet (Tringa semipalmata) – Several were present on the beach at Fort De Soto Park. 

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) – Several were present with the other shorebirds at the Celery Fields. 

Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) – Common, especially in coastal areas. 

Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) – One at Fort DeSoto Park 
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Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus) – We saw 
hundreds at Ft. Jefferson, including many up 
close on the old coaling docks. The breeding 
colony on Bush Key is the only in the U.S. 

Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus) – Hundreds 
seen from Fort Jefferson with the Brown 
Noddys. The breeding colony on Bush Key is 
the only in the U.S. 

Bridled Tern (Onychoprion anaethetus) – A few 
seen perched on a buoy as we approached Fort 
Jefferson and then later, we found 8-10 
seemingly nesting in brick ruble on the edge of 
the island. Great up-close views. 

Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) – First observed at Fort De Soto Park and later seen often during our time in 
the Keys. Many flying about over the Marathon Government Center where they nest on the roof. 

Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) – Our stop at the Marathon Government Center yielded great scope views of 
several perched on a dock with Least Terns. 

Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) – Several with the tern and skimmer flock at Fort De Soto Park. 

Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) – Several with the tern and skimmer flock at Fort De Soto Park. 

Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus) – Many seen at Fort De Soto Park and in the Keys. 

Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) – Many present with the tern and skimmer flock at Fort De Soto. 

Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) – A flock on the beach in early morning light at Fort De Soto Park was quite 
crowd-pleasing! 

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) – Common and seen daily. 

White-crowned Pigeon (Patagioenas leucocephala) – We had nice views of this South Florida specialty on both 
visits to Fort Zachary Taylor State Park in Key West 

Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) – Common and seen daily. 

Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina) – We found these small doves at several locations, including 
Fort De Soto Park, on Key largo, and in the Miami Springs area. 

White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) – Many seen in the Miami 
Springs area on the last day while we were tracking down Spot-
breasted Orioles. 

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) – Common and seen daily. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) – Seen in the trees in 
the interior of Fort Jefferson. 

Mangrove Cuckoo (Coccyzus minor) – Well seen within minutes of 
our arrival at Blackpoint Marina and Park near Miami. It’s not 
always that easy! We eventually saw at least two and heard a third. 

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) – Our second visit to the 
Homestead airport paid off when Kerri noticed two sheltering from 
the wind behind tall grasses just in front of us. (While most of us 
were scanning in the distance!) 
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Barred Owl (Strix varia) – Lettuce Lake Park 
seemed like a good location for this species, so 
we gave a few imitation hoots. Not long after we 
had two directly over the boardwalk putting on a 
great show. In fact, it seemed they wouldn’t quit 
and many other park visitors were able to enjoy 
views as well. 

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) – Seen 
at Everglades National Park (where we enjoyed 
watching display flight behavior) and overhead 
on Key West.  

Antillean Nighthawk (Chordeiles gundlachii) – 
An after-dinner trip to the north end of Big Pine 
Key paid off as we saw and heard a bird over the 
van almost as soon as we exited. That seemed too easy, so we hung around another 15 minutes and enjoyed 
another that circled overhead in great light giving its distinctive call. 

Chuck-will's-widow (Antrostomus carolinensis) – Our evening visit to Long Pine Key in Everglades National Park 
yielded good views of a singing and perched bird that also gave nice fly-by views. And several others could be 
heard calling as well. 

Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica) – Several flying overhead as we loaded the van in Sarasota and also at the 
Celery Fields. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) – A female at Fort De Soto Park was our only sighting. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus) – Lots of sightings, the most common woodpecker of the trip.  

Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) – Kerri found one on the grounds of our Sarasota motel. 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Picoides borealis) – Great views at the Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area, 
where we found a total of five individuals, including a pair at a nest tree. 

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) – A few seen at Oscar Sherer 
State Park as we walked in search of scrub-jays. 

Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) – Seen or heard on 
several days. Our best view was at Spanish River Park in Boca Raton 

Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) – A few seen en route to the 
Three Lakes WMA and we later enjoyed views of a soaring bird 
overhead at Culman Landing at Shady Oaks Park. 

Merlin (Falco columbarius) – Quick views (as is often the case) at 
Oscar Sherer State Park and Fort Jefferson. 

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) – Nice views of a soaring bird 
over the interior of Fort Jefferson.

Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus) – Joyce helped direct us to 
an active nest on a utility pole near Pinewoods Park in Kendall, 
where we watched two birds that seemed intent on starting a new 
nest on an adjacent pole. This species is currently considered an 
ABA “countable” exotic. 
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White-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris versicolurus) – Our 
predawn trip on the first morning to the stakeout roost 
at Ocean Bank in Miami was quite successful. After a 
bit of an anxious wait, the birds began to emerge from 
the palms and provided great views before flying off 
for the day in two noisy groups. This species is currently 
considered an ABA “countable” exotic. 

Nanday Parakeet (Aratinga nenday) - Nice views of this 
large and handsome parakeet at Fort De Soto Park and 
the Celery Fields. This species is currently considered an 
ABA “countable” exotic. 

Mitred Parakeet (Psittacara mitratus) – Quick fly-by 
views of three at our first stop in Miami Spring on the 
last morning. This species is not currently considered an 
ABA “countable” exotic. 

Great Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus) – Great views at the Three Lakes WMA and later at Fort De Soto 
Park, Oscar Sherer State Park and at Flamingo in Everglades National Park. 

Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis) – Seen often and well once we got into the Everglades and the Keys. 

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) – Found on several days, with particularly close views at Fort De Soto 
and at the Homestead Airport. 

White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) – Nice views of these “wide-eyed” birds at the Pa-hay-okee lookout in 
Everglades National Park, at the Key Largo Hammock State Botanical Site, and at the Frog Pond WMA. 

Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons) – We found one or more at the Key Largo Hammock State Botanical 
Area. 

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) – Nice views at Lettuce Lake Park and in the trees near the dock on Fort 
Jefferson. 

Black-whiskered Vireo (Vireo altiloquus) – We found our first at Flamingo in Everglades National Park and later 
had multiple close views at Key Largo Hammock State Botanical Area and Fort Zachary Taylor State Park. A few 
seen in the trees at Fort Jefferson as well. 

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) – Seen on most of the 
mainland days of our tour. 

Florida Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens) – We had to 
hike a little, but not a lot, along the Green Trail at Oscar 
Sherer State Park to find this Florida endemic and 
endangered species. And then we enjoyed up-close views of 
a surprisingly quiet (for scrub-jays!) trio. 

American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) – We found this 
crow species inland at the Three Lakes WMA and later 
within Everglades National Park. 

Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus) – By far the most common 
crow on this trip. Seen and heard almost daily. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) – A 
few present with the other swallows at Fort Jefferson. 
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Purple Martin (Progne subis) – Great views in and 
around the nest condos at the Celery Fields. We also 
saw them at locations around Lake Marian and Lake 
Kissimmee. 

Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) – A few present with 
the other swallows at Fort Jefferson. 

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) – Seen on multiple 
days during the mainland portion of the tour and at 
Fort Jefferson as well. 

Cave Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva) – Dozens of the 
Caribbean subspecies were present and zooming 
about at the Potrovino Plaza nesting colony we visited 
under a highway bridge in south Miami.  

Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis) – Nice looks at several along the boardwalk trail at Lettuce Lake Park. 

Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor) – Several seen at Lettuce Lake Park and Fort De Soto Park. 

Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) – Several seen in great light (with brown heads clearly visible) in the 
pines near the campground at the Three Lakes WMA. 

Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) – Present and vocal at Lettuce Lake Park and Oscar Sherer State 
Park. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) – Great looks overhead at several locations along the boardwalk at 
lettuce Lake. 

Red-whiskered Bulbul (Pycnonotus jocosus) – Several present and vocal at Pinewoods Park in Kendall where 
they seemed to stay in dense vegetation much of the time. Eventually with patience and effort, we all enjoyed 
good views. This species is currently considered an ABA “countable” exotic. 

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) – Several seen in the open pinelands of the Three Lake WMA. 

Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus) – We found a few in wooded areas of Fort De Soto park 

Red-legged Thrush (Turdus plumbeus) – Wow, a great-looking bird and mega U.S. rarity. We had great views 
on our first day together of this 
Caribbean species as it rested and 
fed in the open understory of the 
Lantana Nature Preserve. Only the 
second U.S. record! 

Gray Catbird (Dumetella 
carolinensis) – We found several at 
Mizell-Johnson State Park, Lettuce 
Lake Park and Fort De Soto Park  

Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) 
– Great views of several perched 
high and singing at Spanish River 
Park. 

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus 
polyglottos) – The “common” 
mockingbird.  Seen daily and often. 
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Bahama Mockingbird (Mimus gundlachii) – We kicked off the tour with a sighting of this Caribbean rarity at 
the Lantana Nature Preserve. It was quite vocal much of the time and while it never really provided good 
photo opportunities, we were all able to see it well several times in the canopy on the parking lot edge. And 
it’s worth noting this rarity was upstaged a bit by the Red-legged Thrush on the other side of the parking lot! 

European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) – Common and seen daily. 

Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) – After an initial 
unsuccessful search around Homestead and Florida City, we 
found two in the parking lot of our motel. We later saw them 
there several times, as well as in a few fast food parking lots, a 
seemingly preferred habitat. This species is currently 
considered an ABA “countable” exotic. 

Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) – We found a flock in 
Pinewoods Park as we were searching for bulbuls. 

Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla) – One in the understory of 
Mizell-Johnson State Park. 

Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) – Lettuce Lake Park, 
Fort Jefferson and Fort Zachary Taylor State Park 

Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea) – Seen by a few in the group along the boardwalk at Lettuce Lake 
Park - and then the Barred Owl commotion started…. 

Tennessee Warbler (Oreothlypis peregrina) – Eye-level near the bird fountain at Fort De Soto Park 

Kentucky Warbler (Geothlypis formosa) – After a photographer showed us photos of one in the bird fountain 
at Fort De Soto Park, we did some poking around in the understory of the adjacent trees and found it walking 
in the fallen leaves. 

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) – A few seen at Fort De Soto park, in the Everglades and at Fort 
Zachary Taylor State Park. 

Hooded Warbler (Setophaga citrina) – Not a bird you often find from inside a vehicle, but Jim picked one out 
on Big Pine Key while we were looking a Key Deer. With a little strategic van placement, all had good views. 

American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) – A common migrant, seen often. 

Cape May Warbler (Setophaga tigrina) – Fantastic views at locations such as Fort De Soto Park, Fort Zachary 
Taylor State Park and Fort Jefferson. 

Northern Parula (Setophaga americana) – Seen often and well on this tour. The singing male seen in full sun at 
Shady Oaks Park was particularly memorable. 

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) – Fort De Soto State Park. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica) – A few in the trees at Fort Jefferson. 

Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) – Seen often and well on this tour. The male we found in full sun and 
below eye-level at Fort De Soto Park was particularly memorable. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler (Setophaga caerulescens) – We found our first with a migrant flock in the trees at 
the Green Cay Wetlands. Later, it was one of the most common warblers we saw in the Keys and on Fort 
Jefferson. But nobody complained…. 

Palm Warbler (Setophaga palmarum) – Nice views at the Green Cay Wetlands and Oscar Sherer State Park. 

Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus) – Seen and heard well at the Three Lakes WMA and Oscar Sherer State Park. 
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Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) – Nice views at 
Spanish River Park, at Flamingo in Everglades National 
Park and at Old Settler’s Park in Key Largo. 

Black-throated Green Warbler (Setophaga virens) – One 
or more were present with the warbler and vireo flock 
we found at Key Largo Hammock State Botanical Area. 

Bachman's Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis) – Scope views of 
at least two close birds in the Three Lakes Wildlife 
Management Area. 

Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) – We found a 
few at the Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area and in 
Everglades National Park. 

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) – One or more present in the trees of Fort Jefferson’s interior. 

Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea) – A brilliant male was a crowd-pleaser at Fort De Soto State Park. 

Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) – Common and seen almost daily. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus) – A few were seen at Fort De Soto Park. 

Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) – Several seen at Fort de Soto State Park 

Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris) – At least one bright male was seen in the bird fountain at Fort De Soto Park 
and also feeding in the nearby fruiting tree. Spectacular bird! 

Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) – Seen and heard at the Three Lakes WMA and in the open areas of 
the Everglades National Park. 

Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius) – At least one subadult male was feeding in the fruiting trees at Fort De Soto 
Park. 

Spot-breasted Oriole (Icterus pectoralis) – We took it down to the wire without locating this South Florida 
specialty, but a search of several locations in the Virginia Springs and Miami Springs area on our final morning 
was productive. And (Isn’t this the way it often goes?) after locating and watching three, we walked back to 
the van and found another directly over it. 

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) – Common and seen often. 

Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) – We 
successfully located a few with the Brown-headed 
Cowbird flocks in the campground area at Flamingo in 
Everglades National Park. 

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) – A few at 
Oscar Sherer State Park and a couple of small flocks 
present at Flamingo in the Everglades. 

Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) – Common and 
seen almost daily. 

Boat-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus major) – Common and 
seen almost daily. 

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) – Common and 
seen almost daily. 
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Sightings List Photos (Kip Miller photos unless noted) 
Page 6: (Upper) Anhinga  (Lower) Magnificent Frigatebird, Kerri Fisher  

Page 7: (Upper) Least Bittern  (Lower) Roseate Spoonbill and White Ibis 

Page 8: (Upper) Limpkin, Kerri Fisher (Lower) Purple Gallinule 

Page 9:  Laughing Gull, Kerri Fisher 

Page 10: (Upper) Bridled Terns, Kerri Fisher  (Lower) White-crowned Pigeon, Kerri Fisher 

Page 11: (Upper) Barred Owl  (Lower) Pileated Woodpecker 

Page 12: (Upper) Black-whiskered Vireo, Kerri Fisher  (Lower) Florida Scrub-Jay 

Page 13: (Upper) Brown-headed Nuthatch, Kerri Fisher  (Lower) Red-legged Thrush watchers 

Page 14:  Common Myna 

Page 15: (Upper) Bachman’s Sparrow  (Lower) Painted Bunting 

Page 16:  Black Skimmers at Fort De Soto Park 
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