
 
 

Colorado Grouse Tour  
April 4th-13th, 2018 

Leaders: Stephan Lorenz and Claudia Cavazos 
Report and Photos: Stephan Lorenz 

 

 
Bird of the trip! We ended up with exceptional views of a pair of White-tailed Ptarmigans. 
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Against all odds, wind and snow, road closures, and a flat tire, we still managed to get 
views of all possible grouse, quail, and “chicken” species on this trip. The White-tailed 
Ptarmigan was voted bird of the trip and we enjoyed unparalleled views of a pair up at 
Loveland Pass in 50 mph winds! In addition to all the “chickens”, we found many 
western and Rocky Mountain specialties, including repeated views of all three 
rosy-finches, Pine and Evening Grosbeaks, Red Crossbill, Pinyon Jay, Clark’s 
Nutcracker, and American Three-toed Woodpecker. The smorgasbord of waterfowl 
included the hoped-for Barrow’s Goldeneyes, while a constant stream of raptors kept us 
busy. Mammals were also plentiful with Bighorn Sheep, Moose, Red Fox, Elk and more. 
The scenery was always stunning with several spectacular national parks and 
monuments visited. We covered more than 2600 miles of Colorado and a bit of Kansas, 
leaving us with many memories of one of the country’s most beautiful states. I hope you 
enjoyed the journey as much as I did and will see you soon on another trip. Sincerely, 
Stephan  
 
April 4th, 2018 Transfer Denver to Pueblo 
 
We met up at the Denver airport and, after some delayed flights arrived, we drove south 
to Pueblo. Arriving in Pueblo just in time for dinner, we enjoyed a welcome dinner of 
delicious Mexican fare at the Cactus Flower restaurant. We headed off to bed soon 
thereafter, getting ready for an early start. 
 
April 5th, 2018 Birding near Pueblo, Holbrook Reservoir, Adobe Creek WMA, and 
transfer to Scott City, Kansas 
 
After an early breakfast, we headed west of Pueblo to scour the arid shrubland and 
grassy plains for several target species we would not find anywhere else on the trip. 
The first “chicken” of the trip came quickly when a responsive Scaled Quail came 
running out of the bushes to walk around right in front of us. The bird clambered into a 
shrub to proclaim its territory, allowing us to take many photos. In fact, we would find 
many confiding Scaled Quails throughout the area, getting saturation views of this neat 
quail. Other targets that showed well included a very close Canyon Towhee and two 
Curve-billed Thrashers with one calling from a neighborhood roof. A Sage Thrasher that 
popped up right in front of us for scope views was a bit of a surprise, while more 
expected species included Northern Harrier, Killdeer, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Say's 
Phoebe, American Robin, and White-crowned Sparrow. Yellow-headed Blackbirds flew 
over while Red-winged Blackbirds were singing from reeds in a distant field. We 
continued to Holbrook Reservoir which held a smorgasbord of waterfowl and other 
water birds. The main reason for our stop was to get good studies of Western and 
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Clark’s grebes and we saw both very well, appreciating the fine differences between 
these two striking species. We even enjoyed some displays as pairs ran along the 
surface. Numerous ducks were also present, including the only Red-breasted 
Mergansers of the trip plus Blue-winged Teals, Northern Shovelers, Gadwall, American 
Wigeons, Mallards, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneyes, and Ruddy Ducks. Additional 
birds swimming on the lake included Eared Grebes, American White Pelicans, 
Double-crested Cormorants, American Coots, and we picked out a single Franklin’s Gull 
among the Ring-billed Gulls. A distant Bald Eagle made an appearance before we 
continued to pick up lunch. We pulled into the Adobe Creek WMA which was fairly quiet 
until we found the first Rough-legged Hawk of the trip, a species that proved to be 
unusually numerous in eastern Colorado this year. We also scoped a pair of locally rare 
Chihuahuan Ravens that were harassing a juvenile Golden Eagle. We came across the 
same eagle at Long Lake where the dry conditions had left no water in the playa, but we 
managed good views of the only Lincoln’s Sparrow of the trip, adding to the Vesper 
Sparrows we had seen earlier. We continued the lengthy drive to Scott City in Kansas 
where a large kettle of Turkey Vultures soared above town as we went in to Tates for a 
tasty, local dinner. 
 

 
Scaled Quail proclaiming its territory outside of Pueblo. 
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April 6th, 2018 Smoky Hill Ranch, Arriba, and drive to Wray 
 
We woke up well before first light and drove north of Scott City to a Nature Conservancy 
Property that holds several leks of the endangered Lesser Prairie-Chicken. After 
following gravel roads and a dirt tracks onto the protected prairie, we walked a short 
distance to a trailer that had been converted into a blind. The freezing temperatures and 
strong winds did not keep the birds away and as dawn was approaching we could make 
out the shapes of several displaying Lesser Prairie-Chickens. We were treated to more 
than an hour of Lesser Prairie-Chickens in full display, listening to their booming and 
cackles, watching them hop, and occasional bouts of jousting. Several hens were also 
visible, but these disappeared rather quickly. Also of interest was a single Greater 
Prairie-Chicken that displayed and had several stand-offs with a nearby Lesser, 
allowing us to really study the differences between these two similar species. During the 
drive out we passed two more leks and ended the day with a total of 30 Lesser 
Prairie-Chickens, an impressive number.  

 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken displaying. 

 

We had breakfast back at the hotel and left Kansas to return to Colorado. We made a 
detour to the Arriba area off I-70, but when we arrived the weather had turned from cold 
to downright freezing with strong winds and sleet. Nevertheless, we persisted and found 
an approachable group of six Mountain Plovers huddled in a field and saw flocks upon 
flocks of McCown’s Longspurs with several Chestnut-collared Longspurs in flight. The 
trip to Wray was delayed due to a flat tire, but we still managed to reach the office of the 
Bledsoe Ranch in time to get our introduction for the next day’s outing. We joined the 
locals at the grill in town for another delicious dinner. 
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Mountain Plover huddling behind vegetation during an ice storm. 

 

April 7th, 2018 Bledsoe Ranch, Hwy. 385, Arriba and drive to Silverthorne 
 
We gathered in the hotel lobby for another early start and drove out of sleepy Wray for 
an appointment with the Greater Prairie-Chickens. Arriving before sunrise, we could 
already hear and see some chickens on the lek and got quickly situated to watch what 
must be one of the finest and unique spectacles of any North American bird. For the 
next two hours we watched in amazement as up to twenty male prairie-chickens 
boomed, strutted, stomped, cackled, clashed, jumped, grappled, and even mated with 
attending hens, all on pristine snow covered grasslands. The photo opportunities were 
superb with birds less than twenty feet away. I assume due to the cold conditions (it 
read 3 degrees Fahrenheit in 
the am!) several flew up and 
sat on the irrigation rigs, 
something I had never seen 
before. After everyone had 
saturation views we left the 
lek area to bird other parts of 
the property. Here we 
tracked down Northern 
Bobwhite for great views and 
a flock of flighty Ring-necked 
Pheasants. 
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Greater Prairie-Chickens grappling atop a fresh cover of snow. 

 

After breakfast back at the hotel, we journeyed south along Hwy. 385 and counted 
many raptors along the way, including more sightings of Rough-legged Hawks. Brief 
birding forays around Bonny Reservoir got us a Great-horned Owl on a nest, a group of 
Wild Turkeys, a few new ducks in the form of Canvasbacks and Buffleheads, Blue Jays 
on the way out, and a close Townsend’s Solitaire during a short break. We continued 
west along I-70 and took the opportunity to make another stop in the Arriba area with 
better weather, which resulted in perfect on the ground views of both longspurs with a 
breeding plumaged Chestnut-collared Longspur that walked among the stubble right in 
front of us being especially memorable. For the remainder of the day, we pushed into 
the mountains and as we neared Silverthorne, our stop for the night, the approaching 
snow storm started. We made it safely into town for a great dinner at a local place and 
then went to bed as it started to snow in earnest. 
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Pronghorns were numerous throughout the trip. 

 

April 8th, 2018 Wildernest, Buena Vista, Monarch Pass, and drive to Gunnison 
 
Snow continued throughout the night and into the morning, closing Loveland Pass for 
the day, which had been our intended birding destination. After a bit of planning and 
watching the weather, we changed course and started to the Wildernest neighborhood 
after 7 am. We found the area and bird feeders to be full of activity and enjoyed two 
hours of non-stop birding here, making it hard for us to move on. The group enjoyed 
extended and repeated views of all three species of rosy-finches, stunning Pine 
Grosbeaks, Red Crossbills, Mountain Chickadees, and Pygmy Nuthatches. A Merlin 
shot through and scattered the rosy-finches and then the same Merlin swooped back in 
to perch in full view for several minutes, what a treat! While we could have stayed all 
morning, we eventually had to continue to Buena Vista and after arriving in town it did 
not take too long before we had excellent views of a Lewis’s Woodpecker, calling and 
drilling for minutes on end. We visited a local deli for lunch and then headed back out of 
town where despite the wind we finally located a flock of confiding Pinyon Jays with one 
bird coming to within ten feet and a single Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay. The clock was 
ticking, so we drove towards Gunnison, passing right across the 11,312-foot Monarch 
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Pass. Unfortunately, the weather had turned to heavy snow flurries, so we left the 
search for the American Three-toed Woodpecker for another day. We arrived in 
Gunnison in good time, resting a bit in preparation for tomorrow’s early start. 
 

 
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay showed very well near Buena Vista. 

 

April 9th, 2018 Wuanita Hot Springs Lek, Almont, Mt. Crested Butte, Monarch 
Pass 
 
This was the earliest morning of the tour and by 4:15 am we met in the hotel lobby to 
drive to the Wuanita Hot Springs lek. We were hoping to see one of North America’s 
rarest birds, the endangered Gunnison Sage-Grouse. We arrived at the blind in good 
time and after getting settled waited for first light. A Wilson’s Snipe winnowed in the 
distance and a Song Sparrow sang quietly from the bushes below. We had a brief 
moment of excitement when a Short-eared Owl made a flyby. At first light, I spotted a 
very distant Gunnison Sage-Grouse on the ridge. The bird was displaying and 
constantly moving, so difficult to get into the scope. Another bird was displaying in North 
Meadow and I noted one flying past. In the end, most of us managed to see one or two 
birds in the scopes before they flew off and there were seven birds in total. We enjoyed 

 highlonesometours.com           8 

https://highlonesometours.com/


a large herd of elk on the far side of the valley and then drove back to Gunnison for a 
well-earned breakfast. 
 

 
Gambel’s Quail 

 

After breakfast, we headed towards Mt. Crested Butte, but a strategic stop along the 
way netted us a pair of singing American Dippers near their nest. It was interesting to 
watch the birds swim, dive, and collect nesting material, a very welcome lifer for some in 
the group. We quickly located feeders in Mt. Crested Butte and these were swarming 
with rosy-finches, not surprising with the recent snowfall and cold temperatures. While 
Brown-capped Rosy-Finches were by far the most common species, we also enjoyed 
repeated views of Gray-crowned (including Hepburn’s) and Black rosy-finches. After 
lunch, we backtracked to Monarch Pass to have another chance for the localized 
American Three-toed Woodpecker. Along the way, we had our best views of Belted 
Kingfisher and with the weather much better around the pass we finally found an 
American Three-toed Woodpecker that showed very well in a tall, dead tree. Due to the 
quick success, I tried another spot and promptly found the hoped-for Clark’s Nutcracker 
and yet another American Three-toed Woodpecker, this one a male that hammered and 
preened right in front of us until we eventually had to walk away. We finished the day at 
Blue Mesa Reservoir where we found good numbers of waterfowl, including excellent 
views of the main target, Barrow’s Goldeneye. 
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We had walk away views of American Three-toed Woodpeckers. 

 

April 10th, 2018 Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP, Cheney Reservoir, Coal 
Canyon 
 
We started the day a bit later and then drove to the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park, a scenically spectacular area of deep gorges and vast juniper and oak 
woodlands. Our main quarry for the morning was the Dusky Grouse, a “chicken” that 
can be difficult to find sometimes. Fortunately, after we turned down a promising side 
road Bea spotted a bird walking into the thickets. We hopped out and after a short wait 
a male Dusky Grouse was giving us a full display at less than twenty feet. The deep 
booming sound was clearly audible and it even did a few flutter displays, what a start to 
the morning. We moved on to the campground loop, which often holds good numbers of 
bird, and located Spotted Towhees and Fox “Slate-colored” Sparrows, both in full song. 
Then we bumped into another Dusky Grouse that eventually just sat on a picnic table, 
posing for hundreds of photos. Additional new birds for the trip that we found here 
included White-throated Swifts, Western Bluebirds, Bushtits, and a Canyon Wren 
singing from the deep canyon far below us. The scenery was spectacular and we made 
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several stops along some of the best viewpoints before leaving the park and driving to 
Montrose for lunch. 
 

 
We enjoyed a close encounter with Dusky Grouse. 

 

We continued north towards Grand Junction with a stop at Cheney Reservoir where we 
added Pied-billed Grebe, American Avocet, and Greater Yellowleg to the trip list. Near 
Grand Junction, we pulled into Coal Canyon, hoping for views of the introduced Chukar. 
While the Chukars remained quiet, we did scope a singing Black-throated Sparrow and 
added Rock Wren to the list. Three Feral Horses or Mustangs were also exciting to see. 
 
April 11th, 2018 Colorado National Monument, Coal Canyon, drive to Craig  
 
We began our birding after a later breakfast and quickly found several Gambel’s Quail 
near Colorado National Monument with one bird sitting atop a branch less than ten feet 
from the vehicles, calling strongly. Due to some road closures, we took a back road and 
reached the monument with one or two stops producing good views of the localized 
Juniper Titmouse, an extrovert Bewick’s Wren, and another Clark’s Nutcracker. The 
sandstone formations of the national monument were impressive and we made several 
photo stops, adding good views of White-throated Swifts and a pair of Peregrine 
Falcons perched near their nesting ledge. Returning to Coal Canyon, we managed to 
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hear Chukars calling from the steep slopes above and an effort to find one resulted in a 
flushed bird seen by some. The lengthy drive to Craig was interrupted by a pair of 
Prairie Falcons that showed very well, swooping above a distant ridge. 
 

 
Juniper Titmice proved to be almost common this year. 

 

April 12th, 2018 Hayden area, Steamboat Springs, Loveland Pass 
 
We started early and decided to try a lek for Sharp-tailed Grouse outside of Hayden. 
Initially, we were in luck as we heard a bird calling in the distance and then saw up to 
two males among the sage on a distant ridge. Unfortunately, a Red-tailed Hawk flew in 
and the birds could not be found thereafter. We tried another spot and even returned to 
the original site, but it appeared that the birds had left for the day, leaving only some of 
us with views of this chicken. We then started the route to backtrack to Loveland Pass, 
which had been closed due to heavy snow when we had scheduled a visit. A strategic 
stop at the Steamboat Springs ski area finally netted us a flock of eight Evening 
Grosbeaks that took some time to locate in the heavy winds, the weather was giving us 
no breaks. Arriving at the summit of Loveland Pass (12,000 feet!) after lunch, the 
conditions were clear, but an unrelenting wind was blowing, seemingly gusting at 50 
mph. We did not give up and started searching likely areas and after twenty minutes 
Paul heroically spotted a pair of White-tailed Ptarmigans downslope. The birds stuck to 
a wind protected area, munching on willow buds and even displaying. Some of us 
decided to climb down the slope and were rewarded with views at six feet distance. 
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Elated and re-energized we drove back into Silverthorne and commenced the drive 
towards Walden. We picked up Long-billed Curlews for the trip outside of Walden, but 
were happy to finally arrive as the strong winds were kicking up snow flurries. 
 

 
A pair of White-tailed Ptarmigans. 

 

April 13th, 2018 Coalmont area, Walden Reservoir, Moose Visitor Center, and 
drive to Denver 
 
The final day of the tour ended with one of the finest displays of any bird in North 
America, the Greater Sage-Grouse. When we arrived just at dawn, the lek was in full 
swing and we counted up to 75 birds. Despite two interruptions, one possibly by a 
coyote and another by a Golden Eagle lazily flapping past, the birds stuck around, 
treating us to two hours of nonstop chest popping, chasing, and dancing. We returned 
to Walden for a full and welcome breakfast at the Moose Cafe and then stopped by 
Walden Reservoir, giving us good views of California Gull, best views yet of 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, another Franklin’s Gull, and many fine views of waterfowl we 
had seen already. A Moose ran along the road on our way to the appropriately named 
Moose Visitor Center where we had close views of the distinct Dark-eyed 
“Gray-headed” Juncos and the only pair of Black-headed Chickadees of the trip. A Red 
Fox was sneaking around the edges, adding another mammal. Strong winds and snow 
followed us all the way to Denver, but we arrived with plenty of time and enjoyed a 
celebratory dinner at Ted’s Montana Grill. 
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Male Greater Sage-Grouse in full display during the final day of the tour. 

 
Bird List: 
 

1. Snow Goose (Anser caerulescens) - a flock of about two dozen on Holbrooke 
Reservoir 

 
2. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - seen throughout the trip 

 
3. Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) - best seen in ponds along Hwy 385 also 

Cheney 
 

4. Cinnamon Teal (Spatula cyanoptera) - fairly common with beautiful males seen 
in western Colorado 

 
5. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - fairly widespread 
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6. Gadwall (Mareca strepera) - fairly widespread 
 

7. American Wigeon (Mareca americana) - uncommon but seen on several lakes 
and reservoirs 

 
8. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - common 

 
9. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - seen at Bonny and Cheney reservoirs 

 
10.Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - the most common teal species of the trip 

 
11.Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) - Bonny Reservoir, Blue Mesa Reservoir, 

Cheney Reservoir, Walden Reservoir 
 

12.Redhead (Aythya americana) - Blue Mesa Reservoir and even better views 
Walden Reservoir 

 
13.Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) - Bonny, Cheney, and Walden reservoirs 

 
14.Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - found on most lakes and reservoirs 

 
15.Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - Bonny, Cheney, and Walden reservoirs 

 
16.Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - widespread 

 
17.Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - great views of at least two males 

Blue Mesa Reservoir 
 

18.Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - seen well on Blue Mesa and en route 
 

19.Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - seen briefly on Holbrook Reservoir 
 

20.Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - fairly common on larger reservoirs 
 

21.Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) - we managed great views of a calling 
bird on Bledsoe Ranch and also flushed a covey there 

 
22.Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata) - fantastic views of several outside of Pueblo 
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23.Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - Wow! A bird sitting up and calling ten feet 
from the vehicles near Colorado NM 

 
24.Chukar (Alectoris chukar) - it took a lot of work but we all heard one or two birds 

calling and some saw the bird flushing from a steep slope in Coal Canyon 
 

25.Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) - many seen in eastern Colorado 
and Kansas 

 
26.Greater Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) - one of the best displays we 

witnessed with no less than 75 birds outside of Walden 
 

27.Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus minimus) - distant and brief scope views 
this year along Wuanita Hot Spring Road 

 
28.White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus leucura) - a pair showed very well downslope at 

Loveland Pass making the backtracking worthwhile, voted bird of the trip! 
 

29.Dusky Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus) - we could not have asked for better 
views, first a male in full display and then a second bird at less than ten feet 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 

 
30.Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus) - we managed brief scope 

views of up to two birds displaying outside of Hayden 
 

31.Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) - always one of the best views 
and displays with nearly thirty birds on a lek at Bledsoe ranch 

 
32.Lesser Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus) - the best views we ever 

had on this tour with several males in full display Smoky Valley Ranch in Kansas 
 

33.Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - a group seen well by all near Bonny 
Reservoir 

 
34.Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - two on Cheney Reservoir 

 
35.Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) - Holbrook, Bonny, and Blue Mesa reservoirs 

 
36.Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis) - best seen on Holbrook Reservoir 
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37.Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii) - excellent, close studies on Holbrook 

Reservoir 
 

38.Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - a large colony was present 
on Walden Reservoir 

 
39.American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) - Holbrook and Walden 

reservoirs 
 

40.Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - widespread 
 

41.Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - widespread 
 

42.Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - best seen near Delta as one stooped to catch a fish 
along a roadside lake 

 
43.Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - several seen with good views of a juvenile at 

Long Lake eastern Colorado and one chasing ducks Blue Mesa Reservoir 
 

44.Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - widespread and often seen while driving in 
eastern Colorado 

 
45.Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) - seen during a lunch stop Flagler and 

again Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 
 

46.Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - seen in flight Wildernest and Bonny 
Reservoir 

 
47.Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - Holbrook and Blue River SWA 

 
48.Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - the most common raptor of the trip 

 
49.Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) - surprisingly numerous this year and 

regularly seen in eastern Colorado 
 

50.American Coot (Fulica americana) - regularly seen on reservoirs 
 

51.Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - seen well in the Craig and Hayden area 
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52.American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - only a single bird seen this year at 

Cheney Reservoir 
 

53.Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - fairly common 
 

54.Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus) - we could not have asked for better 
views of six during our first stop along I-70 

 
55.Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) - seen well just outside of Walden 

 
56.Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - heard only from the Gunnison blind 

 
57.Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - seen well at Cheney Reservoir 

 
58.Franklin's Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) - Holbrook Reservoir and better views 

Walden Reservoir 
 

59.Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - common at Holbrook Reservoir 
 

60.California Gull (Larus californicus) - many at the breeding colony Walden 
Reservoir 

 
61.Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - common in towns and cities 

 
62.Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - widespread 

 
63.Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - a few seen eastern Colorado 

 
64.Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) - a great spot of a bird on a nest near 

Bonny Reservoir 
 

65.Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) - a bird flew briefly in front of the blind at 
Gunnison 

 
66.White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) - Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 

and even better views Colorado NM 
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67.Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - a male was seen well on our way to 
Monarch Pass 

 
68.Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) - a calling bird was scoped in Buena 

Vista 
 

69.Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) - Buena Vista 
 

70.Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) - a single seen well Wildernest 
 

71.American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) - we could not have asked 
for better views of two birds Monarch Pass 

 
72.Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - widespread 

 
73.American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - common 

 
74.Merlin (Falco columbarius) - a perched bird was scoped Wildernest 

 
75.Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - a perched and calling pair seen well near a 

likely nest Colorado NM 
 

76.Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) - a pair in flight along Hwy. 13 
 

77.Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - fairly common and first seen outside of Pueblo 
 

78.Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - seen well on Bledsoe Ranch 
 

79.Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) - after a bit of searching we had 
exceptional close views Buena Vista 

 
80.Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - fairly common in the Rockies 

 
81.Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) - best seen near Bonny Reservoir 

 
82.Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - seen well Buena Vista and 

several seen in Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 
 

83.Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - common and widespread 
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84.Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) - great to have a bird flying close 

Monarch Pass and another seen well Colorado NM 
 

85.American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) - common 
 

86.Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) - a pair scoped at a distance on power 
poles near Adobe Creek WMA as they were harassing a juvenile Golden Eagle 

 
87.Common Raven (Corvus corax) - very common in the mountains and western 

Colorado 
 

88.Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - abundant in open grasslands and fallow 
fields 

 
89.Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - Pueblo and Steamboat Springs 

 
90.Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - a pair at Moose Visitor Center 

 
91.Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) - Silverthorne, Buena Vista, Black 

Canyon, and Moose VC feeders 
 

92.Juniper Titmouse (Baeolophus ridgwayi) - this usually scarce species proved to 
be almost common this year Colorado NM with many great views 

 
93.Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) - a pair seen briefly in Black Canyon of the 

Gunnison NP 
 

94.Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - seen briefly Steamboat Springs ski 
area 

 
95.White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - seen well outside of Buena Vista 

 
96.Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - one in a driveway Wildernest 

 
97.Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) - seen well but at a distance Coal Canyon 

 
98.Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - heard only Black Canyon of the 

Gunnison NP 
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99.Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - seen well Colorado NM 

 
100. American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - a pair studied at length near their nest 

outside of Gunnison 
  

101. Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) - first seen well Gunnison NP and again 
Genesee Mountain Park 

 
102. Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) - fairly common in western Colorado 

 
103. Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) - a nice addition to the list during 

a break at Bonny Reservoir 
 

104. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - common and widespread 
 

105. Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - great views of at least two 
outside of Pueblo 

 
106. Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) - one perched in the scope outside 

of Pueblo 
 

107. Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus) - flight views during our first 
breezy visit off I-70 and great views close on the ground during our second visit 
of a breeding plumaged male, dozens more seen in flight 

 
108. McCown's Longspur (Rhynchophanes mccownii) - hundreds seen off I-70 

with scope studies of birds foraging in fallow fields 
 

109. Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - excellent scope views of a 
singing bird in Coal Canyon  

 
110. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - we saw one singing Black Canyon of the 

Gunnison NP, here the “Slate-colored” ssp. 
 

111. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - common throughout with four ssp. noted 
Pink-sided, Oregon, Gray-headed, and Slate-colored 
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112. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - many migrating through 
eastern Colorado 

 
113. Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) - Adobe Creek WMA 

 
114. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - heard from the blind Gunnison 

 
115. Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) - a bit of a surprise in the roadside 

thickets at Long Lake 
 

116. Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - very close views outside of Buena Vista 
 

117. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - birds were in full song Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison NP 

 
118. Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) - great views of 

half a dozen at Walden Reservoir 
 

119. Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) - abundant 
 

120. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - common and widespread 
 

121. Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) - widespread in eastern Colorado 
 

122. Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - widespread in the eastern 
portion of Colorado 

 
123. Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) - we finally tracked down a 

flock of eight Steamboat Spring ski area in very windy conditions 
 

124. Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) - several seen well Wildernest and again 
Steamboat Springs ski area 

 
125. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - several seen Wildernest 

and Mt. Crested Butte, including the striking Hepburn’s ssp.  
 

126. Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) - at least two seen Wildernest and even 
better views of two more Mt. Crested Butte 
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127. Brown-capped Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte australis) - the most common 
rosy-finch with dozens at Wildernest and Mt. Crested Butte 

 
128. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - common at lower elevations 

 
129. Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) - several seen well Wildernest 

 
130. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - widespread in towns 

 
Mammal List: 
 

1. Gunnison's Prairie Dog - several seen in the Gunnison Basin, identified mainly by 
range 

2. White-tailed Prairie Dog - seen while driving in western Colorado 
3. Black-tailed Prairie Dog - the common prairie dog in eastern Colorado, many 

colonies seen 
4. Yellow-bellied Marmot - briefly seen in western Colorado 
5. Eastern Fox Squirrel - in the east 
6. Abert’s Squirrel - Wildernest 
7. Wyoming Ground Squirrel - seen in the Craig and Walden area 
8. Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel - we had good views of this colorful squirrel at 

Black Canyon 
9. Rock Squirrel - first noted at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
10.White-tailed Antelope Squirrel - Coal Canyon 
11.Desert Cottontail - a few seen in eastern Colorado 
12.Black-tailed Jackrabbit - Kansas 
13.Red Fox - seen around the feeders Moose Visitor Center 
14.Pronghorn - North America's fastest land animal, seen throughout the journey 
15.Elk -  seen near the Sharp-tailed Grouse lek  
16.Mule Deer - commonly seen en route 
17.Moose - one female running on the road on the way to Moose Visitor Center 
18.Bighorn Sheep - seen briefly while driving I-70 towards Silverthorne 
19.Feral Horse - three seen Coal Canyon 
20.Porcupine - up to two seen near Hayden 
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Red Fox at Moose Visitor Center. 
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