
 
 

St. Paul Island, Alaska  
May 21st - 26th, 2019  

Trip Report and Photos: Stephan Lorenz 
 

 
The comical Tufted Puffins are common on St. Paul Island Photo Stephan Lorenz  

 

 



Our first tour to St. Paul Island in the Pribilofs this year was a resounding success with 
seabirds galore, lots of local mammals, and at least one exciting rarity each day during 
our stay. As always, we enjoyed fantastic studies and photo opportunities of the 
localized Red-legged Kittiwake, Red-faced Cormorant, Tufted and Horned Puffins, 
Crested, Parakeet, and Least Auklets, Thick-billed and Common Murres, and the ever 
present Rock Sandpipers. Unusual species and vagrants this year included Black-tailed 
Godwit, Red-necked Stint, Wood Sandpiper, Common Snipe, Slaty-backed and 
Black-headed Gulls, Tufted Duck, Lesser Sand-Plover, Gray-tailed Tattler, and multiple 
Bramblings. Many of the vagrants stayed around during our visit allowing for multiple 
and excellent studies. This marked our fourth year in a row where we ended up with a 
list of Eurasian vagrants far exceeding what one could hope for during a short visit to 
the Pribilofs, may the good timing continue for future seasons! The best find from the 
North American end were three stunning McKay's Buntings with one male and two 
females in full breeding plumage. The male in particular posed in the scope for several 
minutes. A male King Eider and Yellow-billed Loons rounded out an unforgettable tour. 
 

 
Bramblings showed well on St. Paul Island this year Photo Stephan Lorenz 

 
May 21st, 2019 
 
Our tour started at the Coast Inn, where we assembled mid morning to take the shuttle 
to the Anchorage Airport and our midday flight to St. Paul Island. Despite some minor 
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delays, we arrived in St. Paul by the late afternoon and after checking into the King 
Eider and readying our gear headed out for some birding on our way to dinner. We 
quickly located an adult Slaty-backed Gull for the first rarity of the trip. After dinner, we 
staked out a feeder in town and it took only a few moments before a Brambling was 
spotted on a nearby roof. It flew down to join the Gray-crowned Rosyfinches and was 
then, incredibly, joined by three more Bramblings that fed on the scattered seeds on the 
ground, allowing scope views for as long as we wanted. The first evening continued to 
be exciting when we got information about a Black-tailed Godwit in Salt Lagoon and 
raced to the spot to find several scopes already trained on this elegant shorebird. Our 
second rarity and we enjoyed lengthy studies. Before the night was over, we were even 
able to add a breeding plumaged Red-necked Stint. It marked an incredible start to our 
St. Paul Island visit and all this among our first Harlequin Ducks, Red-legged Kittiwakes 
and uncommon Snow and Greater White-fronted Geese, plus a single Tundra Swan. 
We retired with great anticipation for the coming days. 
 

 
An incredible four Tufted Ducks showed up one day Photo Stephan Lorenz 
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May 22nd, 2019 
 
Our first full day on the island started with a visit to Ridge Wall, the most diverse 
breeding cliffs on the island. Here we enjoyed excellent scope views of every single 
species of seabird breeding on St. Paul Island with many very close for photography. By 
mid morning, we heard about a Lesser Sand-Plover that had been found on the exact 
opposite end of the island, but we decided to waste no time and drove quickly towards 
the northeastern point. We started our search along the flat rocky coast and quickly 
flushed two Whimbrels of the Siberian variegates ssp. and also located a locally rare 
Semipalmated Sandpiper. After we found the small flock of Pacific Golden-Plovers that 
the sand-plover had been associating with it only took a few minutes before everyone 
had excellent views of this stunning Eurasian plover, the scope views were simply 
fantastic. After lunch and into the evening, we scoured the island for migrants and 
residents, finding Sandhill Cranes, Ruddy Turnstone, breeding Red-necked Phalarope, 
Wandering Tattler, and enjoyed more views of the resident passerines, which included 
Gray-crowned Rosyfinch, Snow Bunting, Lapland Longspur and Pacific Wren. We then 
returned to the King Eider for some well deserved rest. 
 

 
This breeding plumaged Red-necked Stint showed well throughout our stay Photo Stephan Lorenz 
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May 23rd, 2019  
 
We assembled again at the King Eider Hotel and then headed for breakfast, spending 
another full day combing the island for resident species and of course any rarities. We 
ended the day with more than 50 species, quite respectable for an island in the middle 
of the Bering Sea. It was a particularly good day for waterfowl and we finally caught up 
with Tufted Ducks, including three stunning males and one female, while Buffleheads 
were also found. The Red-necked Stint was still around and as we combed the 
wetlands for shorebirds we found Pectoral Sandpipers and a locally uncommon 
Short-billed Dowitcher. Best of all though was a Wood Sandpiper that offered good 
views in flight. Among the hordes of alcids we added Pigeon Guillemots floating 
offshore. As we traveled along the southwest road we managed to see the pair of 
eagles flying in the distance. This is a pair composed of an immature White-tailed and 
an immature Bald Eagle that had been associating together on the island for several 
weeks, although our views of these rarities were distant. A Short-eared Owl was a bit 
more cooperative and perched in full view. In the evening, we drove towards the 
northeast end of the island and as we were driving along the sand dunes of 
Novastoshna someone asked about McKay's Buntings. I answered that most often I see 
them in the area we were about to drive though and lo and behold moments later three 
buntings flushed by the side of the road. Luckily, the birds stuck around, feeding on the 
open tundra, allowing excellent and extended scope views of a male in full breeding 
regalia and two females. The male was nearly all white except for black primaries and a 
small black tail tip. We thought it couldn't get any better, but we found a Common Loon 
off the sea watch and eventually two massive Yellow-billed Loons with one bird in full 
breeding plumage. After such a successful day we returned to the hotel in high spirits, 
looking forward to the additional days remaining on the island. 
 

 
Slaty-backed Gull was present every day of the tour Photo Stephan Lorenz 
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May 24th, 2019 
 
We started in high spirits as every single day had been incredibly exciting so far. Again, 
we combed wetlands and migrant traps, adding a few quality species. Some Pacific 
Golden-Plovers were still around and the Whimbrel was present. The best shorebird 
find though was a Common Snipe that showed briefly but well in flight while two 
Long-billed Dowitchers that had joined the Short-billed from the previous day added 
variety. As we were driving past Salt Lagoon on our way into town we were pleased to 
see a flock of nineteen Bar-tailed Godwits, regular migrants here on their way to remote 
breeding grounds in western Alaska. In the evening, we again headed to the northeast 
area where a single Red Phalarope bobbed among a flock of smaller Red-necked 
Phalaropes. The sheltered area on Hutchinson's Hill held an American Robin, a very 
rare vagrant in the spring, plus we had better views of Hoary Redpolls on the way there. 
 

 
This Black-tailed Godwit was a real rarity highlight Photo Stephan Lorenz 

 
May 25th, 2019 
 
At this point we were a well oiled team, starting at 7 am for breakfast in town and then 
combing the island's wetlands and hills for the remainder of the day. The drizzle and 
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cold wind from the previous day let up a bit, but it continued to be foggy in places. 
Nevertheless, we found 56 species of birds, the most diverse day of our visit. Four 
Eurasian Wigeons were an excellent find among the plentiful waterfowl, while the Tufted 
Ducks continued and a pair of King Eiders in the harbor held a stunning adult male. We 
also added a Common Goldeneye in Rocky Lake that most of us saw. The number of 
Bar-tailed Godwits had dwindled, but we found more Pectoral Sandpipers and the 
locally very rare Semipalmated Sandpiper showed again. The shorebird diversity was 
excellent and today we found Wilson's Snipe and then relocated the Common Snipe. 
Two Wandering Tattlers dropped in as we scoped the harbor for eiders. Right before 
lunch, we finally found the Black-headed Gull that had been seen late the previous 
evening and enjoyed excellent scope views of it, yet another Asian vagrant as we kept 
our string of excellent days going. A Tree Swallow was added from the Alaskan 
mainland, while McKay's Buntings remained, and we finally saw the long staying Song 
Sparrow, another rarity from the North American side. 
 

 
This stunning male McKay’s Bunting along with two females was a major highlight Photo Stephan Lorenz 
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May 26th, 2019 
 
This was our final day on the island and we wondered whether we could wrestle another 
Eurasian vagrant from the wetlands and hills before catching our flight back to 
Anchorage. We didn't find anything during our morning, but another two hours spent on 
the Reef Cliffs was enjoyable with good views of puffins, murres, and auklets at their 
nesting sites. In addition, we watched a Steller's Sea Lion just offshore that was busy 
tearing apart a huge octopus by flinging it into the air. Five foot tentacles went flying for 
another National Geographic moment. A Bank Swallow flying off the ocean eventually 
ended up on Icehouse Lake. Incredibly, we kept the string going when we followed up 
on a tip and located a single Gray-tailed Tattler along the edge of Salt Lagoon just after 
lunch, the bird posed in the scope and we could study the subtle field marks that set it 
apart from its North American counterpart, the Wandering Tattler. We celebrated with 
high fives, realizing that we had lucked into some great ABA birds during our stay. We 
finished at the northern end of the island at Marunich where a Yellow-rumped Warbler 
was the final addition to our list. The flight was only slightly delayed and we returned to 
Anchorage with a bag of great memories and dozens of additions to everyone's life lists.  
 

 
This Lesser Sand-Plover blended in well among the rocks Photo Stephan Lorenz 
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Bird List: 
 

1. Snow Goose (Anser caerulescens) - three of these uncommon geese were seen 
during our stay 
 

2. Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) - we saw them during our first 
evening 
 

3. Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) - a single bird was seen the first evening on 
the island 
 

4. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - one or two seen during our visit 
 

5. Eurasian Wigeon (Mareca penelope) - we saw up to six of this uncommon 
Eurasian waterfowl 
 

6. American Wigeon (Mareca americana) - present with the former species 
 

7. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - a common breeding species on St. Paul Island 
 

8. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - also a common breeding species on the 
island, we noted both the Eurasian Anas c. crecca and American Anas c. 
carolinensis subspecies with the former being slightly more common, but 
intergrades also occur on the island 
 

9. Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) - up to four were present, three males and a female 
and showed almost daily with many great views to be had 
 

10.Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - fairly common and occasional nesting species 
on the island 
 

11.King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) - a pair with a breeding plumaged male was a 
definite highlight 
 

12.Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - very common 
 

13.White-winged Scoter (Melanitta deglandi) - a distant male seen briefly 
 

14.Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) - common 
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15.Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - a pair seen, uncommon on the island 

 
16.Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - a single bird noted, this species is 

rare on the island 
 

17.Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - only two noted 
 

18.Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - one seen distantly from Webster sea 
watch 
 

19.Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - several seen nearly daily with one 
circling the island at great heights, confusing our eagle search! 
 

20.Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva) - several seen near Hutchinson’s Hill 
 

21.Lesser Sand-Plover (Charadrius mongolus) - this rare visitor from Asia was 
mixed in with the Pacific Golden-Plovers and showed very well in the scope 
 

22.Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - an uncommon nesting 
species on St. Paul Island 
 

23.Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - fantastic views of at least two of the Siberian 
variegatus subspecies  
 

24.Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) - a flock of nineteen appeared one evening 
on Salt Lagoon including one banded individual 
 

25.Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) - one of the rarest birds of the tour, it 
showed well on Salt Lagoon and again even better at Polovina wetlands 
 

26.Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - brief views of a single bird 
 

27.Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) - this very rare migrant to St. Paul Island 
was seen well in a puddle near the quarry 
 

28.Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) - another great Asian migrant present during 
our stay on Salt Lagoon 
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29.Dunlin (Calidris alpina) - a single migrant tried his best to blend in among the 
hordes of Rock Sandpipers on Salt Lagoon 
 

30.Rock Sandpiper (Calidris ptilocnemis) - abundant 
 

31.Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - a rare nesting species on St. Paul Island 
and only two seen 
 

32.Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) - a few passing through and mostly 
flushed from the freshwater wetlands that we checked 
 

33.Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) - a rare migrant to St. Paul Island, but 
a single bird was around during almost our entire stay 
 

34.Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) - a single bird seen briefly 
 

35.Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - this is a rare spring migrant and 
one was present singly at first and then joined the species below 
 

36.Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - two present in the Tonki 
Wetlands 
 

37.Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) - first found in Pumphouse Lake and then 
seen again twice in Tonki Wetlands where we had better views 
 

38.Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - one winnowing in the Polovina Wetlands 
 

39.Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - a common breeding species on 
St. Paul Island 
 

40.Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) - a single breeding plumaged female seen 
among a flock of Red-necked Phalaropes on Webster Lake 
 

41.Gray-tailed Tattler (Tringa brevipes) - a welcome last minute addition on our last 
day when we scoped one well along Salt Lagoon 
 

42.Wandering Tattler (Tringa incana) - up to two birds seen very well 
 

43.Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) - a single bird seen well 
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44.Common Murre (Uria aalge) - a fairly common breeding species 
 

45.Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) - common on the cliffs 
 

46.Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - singles seen offshore 
 

47.Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - Leader only seen far offshore 
from Ridge Wall 
 

48.Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - abundant 
 

49.Least Auklet (Aethia pusilla) - abundant 
 

50.Crested Auklet (Aethia cristatella) - not numerous, but we had many fantastic 
views 
 

51.Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - common 
 

52.Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - common 
 

53.Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - abundant 
 

54.Red-legged Kittiwake (Rissa brevirostris) - this specialty species is very 
numerous and we enjoyed many close studies 
 

55.Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) - this rare visitor from Eurasia 
showed well on Salt Lagoon, a breeding plumaged adult 
 

56.Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisagus) - an adult was present every day of our 
visit and showed well 
 

57.Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - the common large gull on St. Paul 
Island 
 

58.Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) - singles occasionally seen 
 

59.Common Loon (Gavia immer) - a lone bird seen off Webster sea watch 
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60.Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii) - two seen off Webster sea watch including a 
breeding plumaged adult 
 

61.Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) - common 
 

62.Red-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) - seen well on their nests 
 

63.Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - only singles seen, this species 
does not breed on St. Paul Island 
 

64.Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - an immature bird seen distantly with the 
immature White-tailed Eagle 
 

65.White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) - this long staying rarity was seen 
distantly with the immature Bald Eagle as both birds soared above a distant ridge 
 

66.Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) - great views of a bird perched on the ground 
 

67.Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - this rare visitor from the Alaskan mainland 
was seen during two days 
 

68.Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - seen during one day 
 

69.Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - fairly common this year and singing birds 
seen well 
 

70.American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - a single bird was seen well on 
Hutchinson’s Hill, a rare spring migrant 
 

71.American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) - up to three seen 
 

72.Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) - fantastic views the first evening of our stay 
when we saw no less than four at a feeder in town 
 

73.Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - abundant on the island 
 

74.Hoary Redpoll (Acanthis hornemanni) - several seen along the road to northeast 
 

75.Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - abundant 
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76.Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - common 

 
77.McKay's Bunting (Plectrophenax hyperboreus) - up to three of these very rare 

migrants seen on the tundra along the road to the northeast, including one 
immaculate breeding plumaged male 
 

78.Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - this long staying rarity showed near the 
Trident plant 
 

79.Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - the final new bird of our visit 
seen along the shoreline of Marunich 

 
Mammal List: 
 
Steller’s Sea Lion 
Northern Fur Seal 
Harbor Seal 
Arctic Fox 
Reindeer (introduced) 
 

 
Steller’s Sea Lion capturing an octopus Photo Stephan Lorenz 
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