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Birding the great Alaskan wilderness rarely disappoints and we enjoyed another 
exceptional trip visiting such highlights as the mammal-rich Denali National Park, 
the vast wilderness of the Denali Highway, and finished on the water with a 
fantastic boat trip into Kenai Fjords National Park. During the majority of the trip 
we enjoyed spectacular weather and the few periods of rain occurred mainly 
during traveling, the hailstorm while driving along the Denali Highway added 
some ambience to the wild landscape. The bird highlights were too many, but 

Great Gray Owl 
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Great Gray Owl on the nest and two Northern Hawk Owls received top honors, 
with honorable mention given to Gyrfalcon, Kittlitz's Murrelet, Rock and Willow 
ptarmigans, plus great views of Pine Grosbeaks and White-winged Crossbills. 
 
The mammals proved equally exciting and this trip is as much about feathered 
creatures is it about their furred cousins. Denali National Park offered our best 
sightings including a wolf on a recently killed caribou (a rare sight), a sleepy 
grizzly, and plenty of moose and Dall sheep. On the water a humpback whale 
breached and Dall's porpoise sprinted past the boat. Despite the trip lasting just 
over a week we accumulated a lifetime worth of memories. Thank you Lori, 
Harriet, Jim, Murrell, Ty, and Marcia for being a great group and I hope to see 
you all on future High Lonesome trips. Sincerely, Stephan. 
 

 
 
Day 1: June 5th Westchester Lagoon 
 
Everyone arrived on time at the International Coast Inn and the first thing on the 
agenda was to get some good Alaskan seafood. After quick introductions we 
headed for dinner at the famous Orso and enjoyed a variety of specialties 
including rockfish, halibut, and salmon. After dinner we headed out on a bit of a 

White-crowned Sparrow 
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bird chase to Westchester Lagoon and the Coastal Trail where a Terek 
Sandpiper had been found a few days prior. We found another 30 or so birders 
assembled waiting for high tide, but even with multiple scopes scanning 
constantly the sandpiper had apparently left the area.  
 
We did not strike out completely though and added some nice birds during our 
first outing, including 5 Hudsonian Godwits, Short-billed Dowitcher, Bonaparte's 
Gulls and tons of Arctic Terns. A Sandhill Crane flew in and joined the Canada 
Geese on the flats. Westchester Lagoon held a variety of ducks and we 
compared Greater and Lesser scaup, added a Bufflehead, and saw Mallard, 
Northern Shoveler, and Gadwall in the marsh. Nearly a dozen Red-necked 
Grebes were a crowd pleaser. We headed back to the inn for a deserved rest 
before setting off on the trip towards Denali the following morning. 
 

 
 
Day 2: June 6th Anchorage to Tonglen Lake Lodge, Denali 
 
After breakfast we made a quick birding stop behind the inn at Lake Hood and 
quickly found two Barrow's Goldeneyes. We also watched an annoyed Black-
billed Magpie dive bomb a Bald Eagle that dared to take a perch in its territory. 
Before hitting the road towards distant Denali National Park we used the 
midmorning hours to bird the Eagle River Nature Center just outside of 
Anchorage. We walked one of the shorter trails here and enjoyed several new 
birds plus our first taste of the boreal wilderness. We quickly located a gorgeous 

Greater Scaup 
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male Varied Thrush that foraged for worms along the trail and a marshy area 
held Lincoln's Sparrow, Dark-eyed Juncos, and Alder Flycatcher. We could tell 
we had arrived on the northern breeding ground of our familiar shorebirds when 
we spotted a Greater Yellowleg calling from the top of a spruce and moments 
later a Wilson's Snipe sounding off from the same tree.  
 

 
 
We stopped at Talkeetna Roadhouse where we ate a late but delicious lunch 
(reindeer chili) and played tourists for a few minutes along the storefronts. We 
still had some distance to cover, but the increasing views of "the tall one", Denali, 
had us pull over twice. We could not complain about the views at Tonglen Lakes 
Lodge either and eagerly settled into the comfortable cabins. A breeding 
plumaged Horned Grebe on the lake was a nice addition and on the way to 
dinner two bull moose stood in a roadside wetland. The dinner featured delicious 
salmon. 
 
Day 3: June 7th Denali National Park 
 
We had an early breakfast in order to catch the first shuttle into Denali National 
Park at 7:00 am to the Eielson Visitor Center. Arriving on time we boarded the 
bus and headed into the park with memorable bus driver Mike. While birds were 

Varied Thrush 
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few and far in between, it was really the big mammals we were after and we 
quickly logged great views of moose and Dall sheep. About 30 miles along the 
park road we came upon an interesting sight when we spotted a recently killed 
caribou. We scanned the area carefully and finally the bus driver spotted the 
culprit trotting away in front of another bus. We followed carefully and eventually 
got great views of the magnificent wolf as it walked up a hillside, with only around 
50 wolves this year in the park this was truly a rare and special sight. 
 

 
 
The sightings kept coming with caribou in the river valley and further out a sleepy 
grizzly resting on the tundra. The animal hardly moved, but its massive size was 
evident even at a distance. The road climbed towards Polychrome Pass and the 
views became more magnificent with rolling tundra stretching towards the 
glacier-clad peaks of the Alaska Range. Denali unfortunately remained hidden 
behind a thick veil of clouds and the conditions stayed the same for most of the 
day. Getting off the bus at Polychrome Pass we spotted a soaring Golden Eagle 
and just as we were to pull out got onto a Gyrfalcon perched on a rock 
promontory. We were able to get point-blank views of this powerful arctic falcon. 
 
We enjoyed a picnic lunch at the Eielson Visitor Center where some of us 
enjoyed the interpretive displays and a short hike. Some of us returned early 
while others took a later shuttle. The trip out also offered memorable sightings 
with a red fox climbing along a roadside hill and a total of three Long-tailed 

Gray Wolf 
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Jaegers on the tundra. It turned out that our new bus driver was a bear fanatic 
and we learned about ursine biology during the entire trip back. 
 

 
 
It was going to be difficult to top such an amazing day, but after returning to the 
lodge we made a short pre-dinner excursion to the borazl forest just behind the 
main house where we found a cooperative pair of Boreal Chickadees rather 
quickly. The dinner at 229 Parks Restaurant was superb and one of the favorite 
restaurants of the trip. Tired but satiated with great sightings and great food we 
drove back to the lodge where a male Spruce Grouse was standing in the middle 
of the drive way. It flew into a roadside tree where I was able to inch the van 
within six feet. We took in its intricate plumage as folks snapped away getting full 
frame shots with their cell 
phones!  
 
Day 4: June 8th Denali 
Highway to Tangle River Inn 
 
Today we had a full day to 
explore nearly the entire length 
of the Denali Highway. Originally 
this 135 miles stretch of gravel 
traversing some spectacular 
country was the main route to 
Denali National Park, but since 

Red Fox 

Spruce Grouse Photographed with Cell Phone! 
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the construction of the Parks Highway has returned to a little traveled scenic 
byway that packs in one birding hotspot after another. We would cover 115 miles 
of it before the day was over and added a wide variety of birds to the growing trip 
list. 
 

 
 
The start of the road passed through beautiful white and black spruce forest, the 
ideal habitat for the much wanted Northern Hawk Owl. After a handful of strategic 
stops I finally heard one and motioned for everyone to exit the van. I should not 
have worried as the bird treated us to unparalleled views perching unconcernedly 
and hunting among the dense trees, sending the local Common Redpolls into a 
panic. The scope remained trained on the bird and cameras snapped away. It 
was going to be difficult to top that bird. Additional stops yielded a close pair of 
Common Loons, Gray-cheeked Thrushes, and Fox Sparrows. 
 
Storm clouds rolled in from the Alaska Range and the foreboding weather 
eventually turned into heavy hail as we passed through more boreal forest. We 
spotted a moose with calf at the edge of a bog, looking drenched. Fortunately we 
were able to cover some distance as the storm subsided and by the time we 
reached the productive esker ponds it was dry enough to get out of the van and 
scope the numerous waterfowl. We did well here with Tundra Swans, Trumpeter 

Gray Jay 
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Swan on a nest, and several species of ducks including good numbers of 
Barrow's Goldeneyes. 
 

  
 
A larger lake held great numbers of birds and among the Northern Shovelers, 
Long-tailed Ducks, and American Wigeons we spotted Red-necked Phalaropes 
spinning. The muddy shoreline held our only Semipalmated Plovers of the trip. 
We enjoyed another field lunch en route and pushed on as the boreal forest gave 
way to wet tundra and then higher, drier tundra especially around Maclaren 
Summit, the highest point along the Denali Highway (and 2nd highest highway 
pass in Alaska at 4,000 feet). 
 
We made several stops for Arctic Warbler, but were on the early side and despite 
trying for the next two days ended up missing the species completely. (It turned 
out to be a tough year for the species and even groups in Nome missed it around 
the same time frame). We happily reached our accommodations for the night 
alongside the beautiful Tangle Lakes. We checked into our cabins for the night at 
Tangle River Inn and gazed at views that were hard to believe, endless tundra 
stretching towards the base of the rugged Alaska Range. We dug into a buffet 
style dinner of turkey, mashed potatoes, and sweet deserts before heading back 
out for an evening mammal drive. Unfortunately most of us missed the red fox 

Northern Hawk Owl 
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that sprinted across the road in front of the van, but as the weather cleared we 
did enjoy views of the distant snow-capped Mt. Sanford. 
 
Day 5: June 9th Denali Highway to MM 13, Crazy Notch, and back to Tangle 
River Inn 
 
We had the entire day to leisurely enjoy the wilderness birding found along the 
Denali Highway and decided to first head east to bird the higher tundra at mile 
marker 13. Just a minute or two from the lodge the long-awaited Willow 
Ptarmigan finally appeared with a male parked right in the middle of the road. 
The bird did not budge and we snapped plenty of photos of this handsome 
species still in courtship plumage. We hiked into the higher tundra and were 
rewarded with a scoped American Golden-Plover and two Horned Larks, but the 
best bird waited for us at the bottom of the hill on the return. A friend from 
Houston who was incidentally birding the area also was standing watch over a 
Rock Ptarmigan and when we arrived pointed us right to this cryptically 
plumaged bird. We got within a few feet of it as it sat among a pile of rocks, 
sheltering from the wind. 
 

 
 
A quick stop at the campsite flanking the rushing Tangle River got us onto a 
Spotted Sandpiper and just as we were about to turn Marcia spotted the birds of 
the morning. Eight Harlequin ducks, all colorful males, were riding a little rapid or 

Rock Ptarmigan 
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jumped from the water onto rocks. The colors really stood out in the soft morning 
light against the crystal-clear stream, awesome! 
 
As we traveled in a westerly direction on the Denali Highway we secured better 
views of many of the thrushes, sparrows and warblers we had seen before and 
slowly made our way towards Maclaren Summit. Some us climbed the gentle 
slope towards the top of the ridge, hoping for a few extra birds and enjoying the 
endless vistas. On the hike up a Long-tailed Jaeger sat on a hillock, allowing 
great scope views, its long tail bending in the wind. A single Lapland Longspur 
made a brief flyby, but fortunately everyone got onto the displaying Whimbrel. 
 
I worked the willow thickets systematically, looking for Arctic Warblers, but like 
stated before the species was not yet present this year. With several new birds in 
the bag we made our way back to the inn for a well-deserved dinner. 
 

 
 
Day 6: June 10th Tangle River Inn, Denali Highway to Anchorage 
 
Today was mainly a travel day as we had to return to Alaska's largest city in 
order to start the second part of the trip, in the Kenai Peninsula. Yet before we 
left the Denali Highway area completely we made a few more stops. Walking 
down to the Gulkana River we found an active American Dipper nest that held at 
least three hungry nestling and the parents we doing a commendable job, 
returning with tiny fish and aquatic insects every five minutes. Needless to say 

Long-tailed Jaeger 
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we had fantastic scope views and photo opportunities. A Merlin that grazed the 
spruce tops as it bombed through sent the redpolls into a panic. 
 
We made a few shorter stops en route, one with a soaring Northern Goshawk, 
the only one of the trip, but out real goal for the day was the Tolsona Wilderness 
Campground. Here, a Great Gray Owl was successfully nesting again after a 
hiatus of several years. When we arrived the female sat on the nest, wings 
spread over three downy youngsters peeking at us. The bird flew off, but only a 
few yards and sat placidly in an aspen, allowing point-blank views and photos. 
We stayed for nearly an hour enjoying the great views, the actions of the 
nestlings, and a few other birds. A Western Wood-Pewee was cooperative and a 
fast pair of White-winged Crossbills had me in a near panic, but everyone got 
good views. After arriving in Anchorage we had a gourmet dinner at Simon’s and 
Seafort. 
 

 
 
Day 7: June 11th Anchorage to Seward 
 
The first order after breakfast was to catch up with a pair of Pacific Loons on 
Goose Lake, which we found in short order. Then we took the scenic trip along 
Turnagain Arm towards the Kenai Peninsula and Seward. The views were 
astounding during the entire trip and we made frequent stops just to drink in the 
scenery of steep mountains, waterfalls, the dramatic bays, and distant glaciers. 
 

Great Gray Owl nestlings 
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Of course there were a few bird en route and we enjoyed our first Golden-
crowned Sparrow at Beluga Point and then Rufous Hummingbird (a ridiculous 
bird so far north) at Portage Glacier. It was tough to focus on feathered things 
with the incredible scenery at every turn. 
 

 
 
We arrived in Seward and settled in at the Harbor Inn before visiting a few birding 
sites nearby. A set of feeder proved especially productive and we enjoyed close 
views of Downy and Hairy woodpeckers, Pine Siskins, and best of all Pine 
Grosbeaks. 
 
We stopped in the temperate rainforest along Nash Road and within fifty feet 
caught up with almost all the species we were looking for. In the high spruces 
sang a Townsend’s Warbler, literally glowing in the afternoon light. A Chestnut-
backed Chickadee came within a few feet and Brown Creeper, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, and Golden-crowned Kinglet were all new for the trip. 
 
After dinner we drove down to the harbor real quick to tick the Northwestern 
Crow, a cool bird that relies heavily on mollusks, which they skillfully drop on 
rocks to break. A sea otter caused quite a stir and we got great views, even 
better the next day from the boat. 
 
 
 

Golden-crowned Sparrow 
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Day 8: June 12th Kenai Fjords National Park Boat Trip 
 
Apparently the weather had just cleared the day before and we enjoyed every 
minute of a calm and sunny day. Along with Denali National Park a boat trip into 
the Kenai Fjords is clearly one of the highlights of the trip. The weather 
cooperated and we stayed out for nine hours, even reaching the more distant 
Chiswell Islands. The first highlight was a Red-faced Cormorant that circled the 
boat for repeated views. We got great views of all the expected alcid species and 
scored three Kittlitz’s Murrlets right at the glacier. Puffins showed well and also 
Rhinoceros Auklets were present in exceptional numbers. Ancient Murrelets flew 
off before we got close, but well all saw them. Sooty Shearwaters were more 
cooperative and we saw them sitting on the water very close to the boat. Further 
out we found a handful of Thick-billed Murres perching on vertical cliffs among 
the much more numerous Common Murres. The trip back was as smooth as the 
trip out and we dug into the delicious salmon plank steak for dinner, a specialty at 
Ray’s in Seward. 
 
 
 
 

Pine Grosbeak 
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Day 9: June 13th Seward to Anchorage and trip end 
 
We had a short list of birds we still wanted to see and, after scoping a Song 
Sparrow (these are really dark with long, sharp bills) in the harbor before 
breakfast, we headed to Tonsina Point trailhead and Lowell Point. At Lowell Point 
we spotted a Wandering Tattler and we walked through the gorgeous, cool 
temperate rainforest at Tonsina Point. It took a bit of patience, but eventually we 
had great views of a Pacific Wren. The Steller’s Jays were easier, sunbathing in 
the parking lot and we had more views of Varied Thrush, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, and White-winged Crossbill. We took in the scenery during the trip 
back to Anchorage and arrived on time. We accumulated a lifetime worth of 
memories during a few short days and I want to do it all again. 
 

  
 
 

Kittlitz’s Murrelet showing distinct white outer tail feathers 

Sea Otter 
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Bird List: 
 

1. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - 06/05 many in Westchester lagoon 
and a few at Potter Marsh, these are the small Lesser Canada Geese 

2. Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator) - 06/08 one bird seen sitting on nest 
mound in the esker ponds along the Denali Highway, seen again at Mud 
Lake and en route to Seward 

3. Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) - surprisingly more numerous than 
previous species along Denali Highway 06/08 with a pair very close to the 
road 

4. Gadwall (Anas strepera) - 06/05 a few Westchester Lagoon 
5. American Wigeon (Anas americana) - common Westchester Lagoon and 

Denali Highway 
6. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - common seen at many locations 
7. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - common seen at many locations 
8. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - common especially along the Denali 

Highway 
9. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - a few seen along the Denali Highway 
10. Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) - 06/06 a pair seen on Lake Hood 
11. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - one of the more widespread ducks with 

many Westchester Lagoon and along Denali Highway 
12. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - less numerous than previous species, but 

seen in same locations 
13. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - 06/09 8 birds in rapids on the 

Tangle River were awesome to see and we saw a pair during the Kenai 
Fjords Boat Trip 

14. Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) - only a few seen along the Denali 
Highway 

15. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - 06/05 a single bird on Westchester 
Lagoon and a handful more along the Denali Highway 

16. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - 06/06 4 birds on Lake Hood 
17. Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - after getting fantastic scope 

views 06/06 on Lake Hood we found many with up to a dozen birds along 
the Denali Highway 

18. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - a few birds seen along the 
Denali Highway 

19. Spruce Grouse (Falcipennis canadensis) - 06/07 returning to the Tonglen 
Lake Lodge after a superb dinner we found a male strutting its stuff in the 
driveway, amazing close views 

20. Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus) - after not finding any the first day on 
the Denali Highway we finally had 3 birds 06/09 and then again on the 
road 06/10 

21. Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) - cool bird with the help from a friend 
from Houston who was standing watch next to one as we returned from 
hiking the hill at MM 13 along the Denali Highway 06/09, the following day 
we saw three in flight at a lookout giving their comical calls 
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22. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - 06/11 a sleeping pair on Goose Lake in 
Anchorage and another two mixed in a seabird feeding frenzy during the 
Kenai Fjords boat trip 

23. Common Loon (Gavia immer) - several pairs along the Denali Highway 
 

24. Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - 06/06 full breeding plumage gleaming 
in the sun on Tonglen Lake 

25. Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - 06/05 many on Westchester 
Lagoon 

26. Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) - 06/12 even during the calm 
conditions dozens seen during the Kenai Fjords boat trip with many sitting 
on the water allowing close study 

27. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - 06/12 a few in flight 
during the Kenai Fjords boat trip 

28. Red-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) - 06/12 as we rounded the 
corner of the cape one perched on the cliffs and after flying circled the 
boat for repeated views of this stunning cormorant 

29. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - common on the Kenai 
Fjords boat trip 06/12 

30. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - seen only in flight along the Parks Highway 
en route to Denali 06/06 

31. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - several seen very well in Denali 
National Park 06/07 

32. Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) - 06/08 a single male in flight along the 
Denali Highway 

33. Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) - poor views of what was likely this 
species during a stop along the Richardson Highway 06/10  

34. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - common and seen in many 
places especially around Seward 

35. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - 06/06 single bird en route along 
Parks Highway 

36. Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) - 06/05 a rusty stained bird flew onto 
the coastal flats along the Coastal Trail while we were scoping for 
shorebirds 

37. American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica) - 06/09 a nice breeding 
plumaged bird on higher tundra while hiking the hill at MM13 on the Denali 
Highway 

38. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - 3 or 4 birds along one 
of the larger lakes off Denali Highway 06/08 

39. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - 06/09 one bird seen very well 
along the Tangle River on the Denali Highway 

40. Wandering Tattler (Tringa incana) - a last minute bird 06/13 at Lowell 
Point in Seward 

41. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - 06/06 one calling high in a 
spruce at Eagle River Nature Center 
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42. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - 06/06 first seen along the coastal trail 
and then at scattered locations along the Denali Highway 

43. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - 06/09 one seen briefly in flight as we 
hiked near the Maclaren Ridge along the Denali Highway 

44. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - wonderful views of birds in 
breeding plumage along the coastal trail 06/05 of at least 5 birds 
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - 06/05 a single bird among 
the godwits along the coastal trail 

45. Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - 06/06 perched in the same spruce as 
the Lesser Yellowleg at Eagle River Nature Center and heard along the 
Denali Highway 

46. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - common in ponds and 
lakes along the Denali Highway, spinning this way and that, always fun to 
watch! 

47. Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) - 06/07 three along the road 
in Denali National Park and then we all caught up with it while hiking 
Maclaren Ridge Denali Highway 06/09 where a single bird perched nicely 
on the tundra 

48. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - 06/12 hundreds during the Kenai Fjords 
boat trip 

49. Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) - 06/12 a handful perched on vertical cliffs 
on the outermost Chiswell Islands were a nice addition, we could make 
out the white line on one bird clearly and looking at photos later we 
noticed there we quite a few 

50. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - 06/12 common during Kenai 
Fjords boat tour 

51. Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - 06/12 fairly numerous 
especially in Aialik Bay where we watched several pairs including close 
and vocal birds  

52. Kittlitz's Murrelet (Brachyramphus brevirostris) - 06/12 we did not see this 
species until we approached the glacier and we saw at least three 
swimming in the silt laden water allowing for great views and we noted all 
the pertinent field marks, a fantastic bird to see so well! 

53. Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - 06/12 skittish flocks took 
off from the water at least three times during our Kenai Fjords boat trip 
and everyone got at least a glimpse 

54. Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - 06/12 unfortunately a leader only 
species as pairs flew past too distant and quickly 

55. Rhinoceros Auklet (Cerorhinca monocerata) - Wow! numerous and easy 
to see and we ended with at least 50 birds with some in great light 

56. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - 06/12 numerous during the Kenai 
Fjords boat tour 

57. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - 06/12 a little less numerous than 
preceding species, but we still managed dozens of satisfactory looks at 
this cool looking puffin 
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58. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - 06/12 common around Seward 
harbor and during boat trip 

59. Bonaparte's Gull (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) - 06/05 sharp-looking 
breeding plumaged birds around Westchester Lagoon 

60. Mew Gull (Larus canus) - abundant throughout 
61. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - 06/08 commonly seen in the Tangle 

Lakes area on the Denali Highway 
62. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - 06/11 common in the Seward 

area 
63. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - 06/05 common in many places 
64. Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) (Columba livia (Feral Pigeon)) - seen in the 

Anchorage area 
65. Northern Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula) - 06/08 one of the highlights of the trip a 

bird came in close along the start of the Denali Highway, we watched it for 
nearly thirty minutes is it flew from spruce to spruce and also fly down 
hunting much to the concern of nearby passerines, some of the best views 
I have ever had of the species!, incredibly we saw another 06/10 along the 
Glenn Highway 

66. Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa) - voted bird of the trip by most 06/10 we 
visited the active nest at Tolsona Wilderness Campground and when we 
arrived the female perched atop the nest containing three downy 
youngsters, the bird flew but we relocated it perched in the open not too 
far away, another bird presumably the male was heard calling nearby for a 
total of 5 Great Gray Owls!!! 

67. Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) - 06/11 seen during our lunch 
stop at Portage Glacier and again in Seward with flashy males visiting 
feeders, what a neat bird to see so far north! 

68. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - 06/10 a single bird perched on 
wire as we left Tolsona Wilderness Campground was the only one seen 

69. Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) - 06/11 two birds seen well 
coming to feeders in Seward 

70. Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) - 06/11 3 birds visiting the same set 
of feeders in Seward as above 

71. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - 06/10 only seen in flight off the 
Richardsons Highway 

72. Merlin (Falco columbarius) - 06/08 seen on three occasions along the 
Denali Highway always bombing through the field of view at incredible 
speed and trailing some angry passerines during the last sighting along 
the Gulkana River 

73. Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) - 06/07 seen well perched on rock promontory 
near Polychrome Pass in Denali National Park 

74. Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) - 06/10 surprisingly 
uncommon during the tour, but seen very well near the owl nest at 
Tolsona Wilderness Campground  
Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum) - commonly seen and heard in 
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many locations, most notably at Eagle River Nature Center and Potter 
Marsh 

75. Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) - just a cool bird noisy and inquisitive, 
we saw mainly juveniles that peeked at us 06/07 Denali National Park and 
Denali Highway where we also scoped an adult bird 

76. Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) – 06/13 seen very well near Tonsina 
Point trailhead in Seward where one was sunbathing in the parking lot 

77. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - common and seen almost every day 
78. Northwestern Crow (Corvus caurinus) - 06/11 first seen in Seward boat 

harbor and then during boat trip, this species is almost identical to 
American Crow which does not occur in that part of Alaska, but the 
Northwestern Crow is always found near the coast 

79. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common 
80. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - 06/09 two birds seen well on sparse 

tundra while hiking the hill at MM 13 along Denali Highway 
81. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - common and noted in several 

locations 
82. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - 06/05 seen in the 

Anchorage area and close views at Eagle River Nature Center 
83. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - 06/05 a few at Westchester Lagoon and 

some along the Denali Highway, we also saw a colony along an eroded 
earthen bank, but it did not seem to be active 

84. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - seen along the Denali Highway 
and nesting at Tangle River Inn 

85. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - 06/06 Eagle River Nature 
Center 

86. Chestnut-backed Chickadee (Poecile rufescens) - 06/11 a smart-looking 
chickadee seen very well in the Seward area where one bird flew in to 
within four feet of us as we stood there stunned 

87. Boreal Chickadee (Poecile hudsonicus) - 06/07 a cooperative pair behind 
Tonglen Lake Lodge was all we needed 

88. Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - 06/11 seen briefly in the 
Seward area 

89. Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) - 06/11 good looks in the Seward 
area 

90. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - 06/13 a last-minute bird at Tonsina 
Point in the Seward area, but it eventually offered fantastic views, darker 
overall with distinct call note setting it apart from its eastern cousin the 
Winter Wren, the Pacific Wren is a fairly recent split 

91. American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - 06/10 what an awesome 
observation of a pair tending a nest with nestling along the Gulkana River 
Denali Highway, we had great scope views watching the birds feeding, 
foraging, and even seeing the distinct nictitating membrane protecting the 
bird's eye during underwater forays 

92. Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa) - 06/11 seen briefly but well in 
the Seward area 
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93. Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) - heard and seen in a few 
places, and incredibly loud an complex song for such a tiny bird 

94. Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) - common along the Denali 
Highway where birds sang all day from willow thickets 

95. Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus) - 06/06 fantastic views of a 
responsive bird at Eagle River Nature Center 

96. Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) - heard only in a few locations 
97. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - the most widespread bird of the trip 

and recorded every day 
98. Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) - 06/06 a male on the trail at Eagle River 

Nature Center and two more seen very well Tonsina Trail in Seward 
99. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - Anchorage 
100. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - 06/09 a single bird 

made a brief flyby only as we hiked Maclaren Ridge along the Denali 
Highway 

101. Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis) - 06/06 2 seen at 
the southernmost viewpoint of Denali along the Parks Highway 

102. Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata) - common especially 
along the Denali Highway 

103. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - common along Denali 
Highway 

104. Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) - several seen very well 
along the Denali Highway 

105. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - commonly seen in 
boreal forest, one of the most common warblers of the tour 

106. Townsend's Warbler (Setophaga townsendi) - 06/11 incredible 
views of this showy warbler in the Seward area 

107. Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - common in willow thickets 
especially along the Denali Highway 

108. American Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea) - seen several times 
along the Denali Highway, perched atop willows singing full throttle 

109. Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - very numerous 
along Denali Highway 

110. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca)  - difficult not to hear and see along 
the Denali Highway, the subspecies here is the "Red" Fox Sparrow 

111. Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) – seen well Eagle River 
Nature Center and Potter Marsh 

112. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - 06/13 hard to believe the dark, 
large birds flitting around Seward are Song Sparrows, but they are with 
odd blackbird-like bills, great views near the harbor 

113. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - common 
114. Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) - 06/11 great 

views of a singing bird at Beluga Point en route to Seward 
115. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) – common 
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116. Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) - 06/11 point-blank at your feet 
views of this cool finch at the feeders in Seward with multiple males and 
females 

117. White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) - 06/10 a mini panic 
when a pair moved through quickly at Tolsona Wilderness Campground, 
but we all got on them, phew! 

118. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - common and after 
frustrating flying birds we saw so many of them we stopped looking 

119. Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - 06/10 our first were at Beluga Point 
and then tons around the feeders in Seward 
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