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This Mangrove Cuckoo offered exceptional views. 
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Our High Lonesome BirdTours journey through southern Florida was successful beyond 
expectations and we managed excellent views of ALL South Florida specialties, 
including difficult species like Short-tailed Hawk, Snail Kite, and Mangrove Cuckoo. The 
full set of additional species restricted mainly to Florida in the ABA area included 
White-crowned Pigeon, Antillean Nighthawk, Gray Kingbird, Black-whiskered Vireo, the 
endemic Florida Scrub-Jay, and rare Shiny Cowbird. We also tracked down all 
countable exotics that are found in the greater Miami area, including Egyptian Goose, 
Gray-headed Swamphen, White-winged and Nanday parakeets, Red-whiskered Bulbul, 
Common Myna, and Spot-breasted Oriole. In the Pineywoods further north, we located 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Brown-headed Nuthatch, and Bachman’s Sparrow. A visit 
to the Dry Tortugas National Park netted us the hoped-for seabirds with hundreds of 
Sooty Terns and Brown Noddies, plus dozens of Masked and Brown boobies, in 
addition to two pairs of Bridled Terns that actually perched on Garden Key. Big bonuses 
included three unexpected rarities in the form of a scoped American Flamingo in the Dry 
Tortugas, a well-studied Black Noddy in the same place, and we finished the trip on a 
high note after we tracked down a singing Bahama Mockingbird on the final morning! 
Overall, we recorded 180 species, drove 2293 miles, and saw an excellent cross 
section of the greater Everglades ecosystem, famous Key West, and the Dry Tortugas. 
We all took home a treasure trove of memories and I hope to see all of you on future 
trips. Sincerely, Stephan 
 

 
Black-whiskered Vireo is a South Florida specialty. 
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April 29th, 2018 Meeting in Miami and birding Miami area 
 
We all met at the Baymont Inn near the Miami International Airport and after short 
introductions went out to do a bit of neighborhood birding before dinner. Staking out a 
quiet neighborhood that contained a wealth of fruiting trees, we eventually found a pair 
of Spot-breasted Orioles, a countable exotic, and the pair showed very well for several 
minutes. We proceeded to a welcome Italian dinner afterwards.  
 

 
Our first afternoon offered great views of a pair of Spot-breasted Orioles. 

 

April 30th, 2018 Miami area to Green Cay Wetlands and transfer to Port St. Lucie 
 
Our first stop of the morning was near a busy intersection in the middle of Miami and 
when we pulled up another birding group was already looking at more than a dozen 
nesting White-winged Parakeets. Needless to say, we had fantastic views of this 
countable, but declining exotic. We continued to the Kendallwood neighborhood where 
a lengthy search finally turned up a single Red-whiskered Bulbul, giving everyone 
excellent views as it perched on a wire. In between, we also saw many species 
common in urban Miami, including the introduced, but now countable Egyptian Goose, 
Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Eurasian Collared-Dove, White-winged Dove, 
Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Loggerhead Shrike, Blue Jay, 
Fish Crow, Purple Martin, Northern Mockingbird, Northern Cardinal, Common Grackle, 
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and Boat-tailed Grackle. After a delicious lunch of Venezuelan fare, we moved north to 
the productive Green Cay Wetlands where we spent a wonderful afternoon studying 
and photographing water birds. Many species were very approachable, with a Wood 
Stork coming to within six feet for example. We also saw Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, 
Mottled Duck, Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Anhinga, Least Bittern, 
Tricolored Heron, Green Heron, White Ibis, Glossy Ibis, Roseate Spoonbill, Purple 
Gallinule, Gray-headed Swamphen (countable exotic), Common Gallinule, American 
Coot, Limpkin, Black-necked Stilt, and Solitary Sandpiper. We reached Port St. Lucie in 
the evening and happily retired after dinner and a long successful day. 
 

 
Limpkin stalking through Florida wetlands. 

 

May 1st, 2018 Three Lakes WMA, Circle B Bar Reserve and transfer to Lakeland 
 
We started very early and drove to the extensive pineywoods north of Port St. Lucie, 
hoping to find Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Brown-headed Nuthatch, and Bachman’s 
Sparrow, all three localized species restricted to healthy pine barrens. At our first 
dedicated stop, we struck gold with a family group of three Red-cockaded Woodpeckers 
that showed very well, plus a pair of Brown-headed Nuthatches that came down right to 
eye level. We moved on to another spot nearby where we located a singing Bachman’s 
Sparrow after careful scanning and enjoyed scope views of the bird. A few minutes later 
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the sparrow popped up much closer and sang again for all to see, a classic sound of the 
southern pine forests. While Northern Bobwhite and Pine Warbler remained heard only, 
we did see several close Swallow-tailed Kites. We continued to Joe Overstreet Landing 
on Lake Kissimmee, an area that was abuzz with bird activity. We saw a Wild Turkey 
along the roadside and Bald Eagles seemed to be everywhere, but the highlight was a 
female Snail Kite right when we pulled up. Fortunately, a male was nearby which put on 
several great performances hunting and feeding on snails right in front of us. Limpkins 
also posed nicely while we witnessed a Bald Eagle stealing a large fish from a Great 
Blue Heron, fantastic stuff. Before leaving, we found a flock of migrating Bobolinks with 
several males in full breeding plumage. We took a shortcut through the large Three 
Lakes WMA and lucked onto a single Grasshopper Sparrow which flushed twice, this 
Florida subspecies is critically endangered. Some of us continued to Lakeland while the 
rest stopped at Circle B Bar Reserve, which was relatively quiet late in the afternoon, 
but did have showy Pileated Woodpecker, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and 
Northern Parula. We settled in for the night after another delicious dinner. 
 

 
Red-cockaded Woodpeckers showed well in the Three Lakes WMA. 

 
May 2nd, 2018 Lettuce Lake Park and Fort de Soto Park, transfer to Sarasota 
 
We began our day’s birding at Lettuce Lake Park and while we waited for the gate to 
open we had excellent views of White-eyed and Yellow-throated vireos, and Prairie 
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Warbler. Wetland birds were abundant and we found several Wood Ducks (the only 
ones of the trip), more Limpkins and ibis, plus both species of night-herons, and a 
Red-shouldered Hawk that perched just a few feet away. Once inside the forest, we 
quickly found a Red-eyed Vireo, many Northern Parulas, but it took some time checking 
the flooded cypress swamp along the boardwalk before we finally had good views of a 
Prothonotary Warbler. When the bird came in it glowed like a piece of gold in the dark 
swampland. Before leaving this beautiful and productive park, we added 
Yellow-throated Warbler and a heard only Barred Owl. We continued to the Fort de Soto 
Park, a well-known migrant trap, after lunch. Here we found a plethora of warblers, 
grosbeaks, and buntings, including Ovenbird, Black-and-white Warbler, Prothonotary 
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, Cape May Warbler, Northern 
Parula, Magnolia Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, and Palm 
Warbler. The open bays held late Red-breasted Mergansers and dancing Reddish 
Egrets. Along the sandy edge we found a very cooperative Wilson’s Plover which likely 
had a nest nearby. The protected salt pan and beach front held a smorgasbord of 
shorebirds, many new for the trip, including American Oystercatcher, Black-bellied 
Plover, Wilson's Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Marbled Godwit, Ruddy Turnstone, Red 
Knot, Sanderling, Dunlin, Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Short-billed 
Dowitcher, and Willet. 
 

 
This extrovert Least Bittern showed well at Green Cay Wetlands. 

 
May 3rd, 2018 Oscar Scherer State Park, Tamiami Trail, transfer to Florida City 
 
We had a slightly later start, welcomed by all, and then made our way south to the 
Oscar Scherer State Park. Our plan was to walk the Green Trail to look for Florida’s 
only endemic bird species, the unique Florida Scrub-Jay. This jay is restricted to 
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scrubby habitats in central Florida where family groups breed cooperatively and Oscar 
Scherer SP supports one of the southernmost populations of this beautiful bird. We 
wandered along the trail, listening, and hoping we would find it soon. Luckily, it didn’t 
take too long and a family troop flew right in, some of them even trying to land on us. 
The birds offered great photo opportunities. As we were ready to move on, we heard a 
Northern Bobwhite calling nearby and after some patient waiting we had exceptional 
views of it. A calling Greater Yellowlegs that flew over was, somewhat surprisingly, the 
only one of the trip. We continued south towards the Tamiami trail and a glimpse from 
the van as we headed into a congested area along the freeway revealed a dark morph 
Short-tailed Hawk soaring right next to us. A quick exit and frantic search unfortunately 
proved unsuccessful except for a soaring Cooper’s Hawk. We hoped to catch up with 
the species again elsewhere. We entered the Tamiami trail and our route took us east 
right across the Everglades. A roadside Crested Caracara was a great bird to catch up 
with after most of us had missed it earlier. A stop at the Big Cypress Bend boardwalk 
did result in a light morph Short-tailed Hawk and this time everyone saw it! A Barred 
Owl also came in, but landed on a concealed perch. We kept on driving, with short 
stops, before we reached Florida City for dinner. 
 

 
We found a small family group of approachable Florida Scrub-Jays. 

 

May 4th, 2018 Everglades National Park Flamingo area 
 
We started early and drove into the world-famous Everglades National Park as the cool 
morning mist was rising from the vast sawgrass prairies. A first strategic stop had us 
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locate a pair of the endangered Cape Sable subspecies of Seaside Sparrow, although 
the birds remained distant we could see them well in the scope. We proceeded to the 
Flamingo area and a swing through the campground resulted in no less than three 
Shiny Cowbirds among the Brown-headed Cowbirds and European Starlings, a rare 
and welcome find. In addition, we photographed a Prairie Warbler, a showy pair of Gray 
Kingbirds, and a noisy Pileated Woodpecker. The marina area held two West Indian 
Manatees and a rather impressive American Crocodile, a threatened species. After a 
field lunch, we headed back, stopping at Paurotis Pond where we enjoyed the active 
rookery and also had lengthy views of a very close Black-whiskered Vireo. Before 
returning to the hotel, we stopped at the classic Robert is Here fruit stand to reward 
ourselves after a long day of birding with delicious milkshakes. 
 

 
We found two males and a female of the rare Shiny Cowbird in the Everglades. 

 
May 5th, 2018 Black Point Marina, Key Largo, Marathon, and Fort Zachary Taylor 
 
We packed up and made our way to the Black Point Marina where a ten minute search 
resulted in a showy pair of Mangrove Cuckoos. The birds hung around on the edge of 
the mangroves and actively foraged for several minutes, resulting in many photos being 
taken. We entered the Keys via the Card Sound bridge and the first stop on Key Largo 
resulted in flyby views of White-crowned Pigeons. Wanting to do better than that, we 
stopped at a good stake-out that not only resulted in long, perched views of the pigeon, 
but also a responsive Yellow-billed Cuckoo. The highway, one of the scenically most 
stunning drives in North America, took us further south along the Keys. We stopped in 
Marathon and in no time had a dozen Roseate Terns perched on a pier for scope views. 
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As we drove further, we noted warblers everywhere, multiple Palm Warblers walked in 
the grassy roadside margins and birds flitted back and forth across the road. We 
checked into our resort in Key West and wasted little time to get to Fort Zachary Taylor. 
The place was filled to the brim with warblers, including hundreds of American 
Redstarts, Black-throated Blue, Black-and-white, Magnolia, Cape May warblers and 
more. Surprisingly, the only thrush we could could find was a single Gray-cheeked. It 
was a spectacle never to be forgotten and we celebrated with a great dinner at Blue 
Heaven, eating outdoors as warblers kept dropping into the tree right above our dinner 
table and Gray Kingbirds serenaded the sunset. 
 

 
The gorgeous Black-throated Blue Warbler was one of the most common migrants during our tour. 

 
May 6th, 2018 Dry Tortugas National Park and transfer to Florida City 
 
We started the day early and made our way to the historic harbor on Key West to board 
the Yankee Freedom ferry to the Dry Tortugas National Park. All went smoothly and we 
soon found ourselves steaming southwest away from Key West while we enjoyed a 
buffet breakfast. Afterwards, we went outside to the front deck to look for seabirds. It 
was quite productive and we saw several Northern Gannets and a pair of Pomarine 
Jaegers winging north towards their arctic breeding grounds. As we approached the Dry 
Tortugas, excitement increased as the captain took the ship very close to Hospital Key 
and we could admire more than fifty Masked Boobies at their only breeding colony in 
the ABA area. Birds were nesting in the open on the sandy island and we saw several in 

highlonesometours.com 9 

https://highlonesometours.com/


flight. We landed on Garden Key and quickly had news that the American Flamingo was 
still around, so off we marched to climb the historic fortress (which is the largest 
masonry structure in the Western Hemisphere) and we scanned carefully from our lofty 
perch. I soon put the flamingo in the scope as it was resting along the shore of distant 
Long Key. With such quick success, we walked over to the north coaling docks and 
learned that the Black Noddy had been around, but had disappeared. A few anxious 
moments later, I spotted the bird again among throngs of its larger cousin, the Brown 
Noddy. We enjoyed great scope studies of this rarity. In addition, up to four Bridled 
Terns hung out nearby, offering the chance to study the birds up close. This was the 
first time I had seen them on Garden Key. With so many good birds under our belt 
already, we took advantage of the buffet lunch and then proceeded to check the inside 
of the fort for migrants. Warblers were everywhere with American Redstarts and 
Black-throated Blue being abundant, with smaller numbers of Common Yellowthroat, 
Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Black-and-white, Magnolia, and even a single Hooded 
Warbler. A shy Veery was seen briefly with Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Indigo Bunting, and 
Bobolink also present. Several raptors were overhead with Peregrine Falcon, Merlin, 
and Sharp-shinned Hawk actively hunting. Our time was up all too soon, but during the 
return trip we saw several Magnificent Frigatebirds perched and counted a total of 
eighteen Brown Boobies perched on two channel markers, an impressive number. We 
interrupted our lengthy drive back to Florida City with a stop at the Marathon Airport, ate 
a picnic dinner, and had two vocal Antillean Nighthawks fly over, the final South Florida 
specialty of the trip and a complete clean up! 
 

 
Roseate Tern in flight Marathon. 
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This rare Black Noddy (center) was picked out among hundreds of Brown Noddies. 

 

 
Bridled Terns offered exceptionally close views on Garden Key this year. 
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May 7th, 2018 Lantana Nature Preserve and DuPuis Management Area 
 
Today we devoted to chasing two rarities that had been reported, but failed to find 
either. But we did get to visit two new birding locations and enjoyed better views of 
American Oystercatcher and added the only House Finches of the trip. We celebrated 
the trip with a final dinner at Basilico. 
 

 
Gray Kingbird is a South Florida specialty that is pleasantly common in the Keys. 

 
May 8th, 2018 Key Largo, Miami Executive Airport and transfer to Miami airport 
 
Not giving up on Bahama Mockingbird, which we had missed the day prior, we started 
very early and drove to Key Largo where another bird had been reported. We got to the 
site just after sunrise and within five minutes heard the thrasher-like notes of a Bahama 
Mockingbird. The bird perched in the open atop one of the tallest trees and offered great 
views and endless photo opportunities. With such quick success, we drove back to the 
hotel to pick up luggage and the remainder of the group. On our way to the Miami 
airport we picked up a few species we were still missing, including Monk Parakeets at 
their nesting colonies, a cute pair of Burrowing Owls, and better pictures of Egyptian 
Goose. We arrived at the airport in time and wished everyone farewell. This was 
arguably one of the most successful Florida tours and a great trip overall with a fantastic 
group. 
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This singing Bahama Mockingbird on the final morning was a trip highlight! 

 
Total Trip List: 
 

1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) - we noted good numbers 
throughout including in Green Cay Wetlands and again DuPuis Management area 

2. Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca) - seen in flight in the Kendall neighborhood 
and at Kendall Baptist Hospital  

3. Muscovy Duck (Established Feral) (Cairina moschata) - seen in many Miami parks 
and lakes 

4. Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) - several scoped at Lettuce Lake Park, one of the most 
beautiful ducks in North America 

5. Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula) - several seen well and scoped at Green Cay 
Wetlands 

6. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - seen well at Ft. de Soto Park and two 
more Snook Island Natural area 

7. Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) - heard only at Three Lakes WMA and then 
incredibly close views Oscar Scherer SP 

8. Indian Peafowl (Domestic type) (Pavo cristatus) - roadside bird 
9. Red Junglefowl (Domestic type) (Gallus gallus) - many wandering around the 

neighborhoods on Key West 
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10. Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - seen well roadside en route to Joe Overstreet 
Landing on Lake Kissimmee and again Lettuce Lake Park 

11. Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - seen well at Green Cay Wetlands 
12. American Flamingo (Phoenicopterus ruber) - a great rarity to catch up with, scoped 

bird Long Key Dry Tortugas 
13. Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) - regularly seen in flight and one perched on 

boardwalk within six feet of us at Green Cay Wetlands 
14. Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens) - first seen at Ft. de Soto Park and 

then many seen in the Dry Tortugas, which harbors the only breeding colony of this 
species in the United States, many hung in the breeze above Ft. Jefferson and some 
were seen perched on channel markers 

15. Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra) - we saw the colony on Hospital Key very well, 
where at least fifty birds were present in the only colony of this species in the United 
States 

16. Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) - we saw at least 18 birds in total perched on 
channel markers as we were leaving the Dry Tortugas, mostly juveniles, but also 
adults 

17. Northern Gannet (Morus bassanus) - seen from ferry during trip to the Dry Tortugas 
18. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - common, seen in wetlands and 

coastal locations 
19. Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) - common, especially at Green Cay Wetlands where we 

saw youngsters in a rookery 
20. American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) - only seen distantly in flight 

while driving by some 
21.  Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) - common in coastal areas 
22.  Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis) - one was scoped at Green Cay Wetlands, great 

views of this shy species 
23. Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - common in wetlands and roadside areas, we 

also saw the "Great White Heron" at Flamingo in the Everglades 
24. Great Egret (Ardea alba) - common 
25. Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)- common 
26. Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) - fairly common 
27. Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) - common with great close views  
28. Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) - one scoped dancing in the shallows at Ft. de 

Soto Park and another to near Marathon  
29. Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) - common, we also saw many inside Ft. Jefferson, many 

of these migrating birds don't survive and some try to catch migrating warblers and 
thrushes 

30. Green Heron (Butorides virescens) - fairly common, seen in several locations 
31. Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) - seen Lettuce Lake Park 

highlonesometours.com 14 

https://highlonesometours.com/


32. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea) - seen well Lettuce Lake Park 
33. White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) - very common 
34. Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) - common with close birds at Green Cay Wetlands 

and a single migrant at Ft. Jefferson that looked out of place 
35. Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja) - several seen with good views at the rookery at 

Paurotis Pond in the Everglades NP 
36. Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - common 
37.  Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - common 
38. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - near daily sightings, including many active nests 
39. Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) - we saw this stunning raptor in many 

places, but six swooping low at Lettuce Lake Park were memorable and one on a 
nest right next to the road in the Everglades was neat to see 

40. Snail Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis) - an adult male showed very well at Joe 
Overstreet Landing, perching close and actively hunting snails, we also saw a 
female bird there 

41. Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) - one passed over Ft. Jefferson in the Dry 
Tortugas 

42. Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - one seen in flight as we were chasing after the 
dark morph Short-tailed Hawk 

43. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - many in the Three Lakes WMA and Lake 
Kissimmee area, with an active nest, also seen in the Keys 

44. Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) - the most common raptor in south Florida 
45. Short-tailed Hawk (Buteo brachyurus) - a difficult bird to find in the spring as most 

disperse further north to nest, but we lucked into an adult dark morph while driving 
south of Oscar Scherer SP and a light morph the same day at Big Cypress Bend 
along the Tamiami Trail 

46. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - unusually numerous this year and regularly 
seen while transferring 

47. Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinicus) - seen well at Green Cay Wetlands 
48. Gray-headed Swamphen (Porphyrio poliocephalus) - three of these introduced but 

countable birds were seen well at Green Cay Wetlands 
49. Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata) - fairly common 
50. American Coot (Fulica americana) - fairly common 
51. Limpkin (Aramus guarauna) - first seen Green Cay Wetlands, and again Lake 

Kissimmee plus Everglades, a unique species that specializes on aquatic snails 
52. Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) - several seen well in the Three Lakes WMA 
53. Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - first seen at Green Cay Wetlands and 

again Eco Pond Everglades 
54. American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus) - a single at Ft. de Soto Park and 

another seen closer at Snook Island 
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55. Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) - Ft. de Soto Park 
56. Wilson's Plover (Charadrius wilsonia) - great views at Ft. de Soto Park 
57. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - seen in several coastal locations 
58. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - Eagles Lake Community Park 
59. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - Black Point Marina, Dry Tortugas NP 
60. Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) - a single at Ft. de Soto Park 
61. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - a calling bird in flight Oscar Scherer SP 
62. Willet (Tringa semipalmata) - Ft. de Soto Park had many and in the Keys 
63. Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - Ft. de Soto Park, Dry Tortugas (where they 

wandered among the picnic benches) 
64. Red Knot (Calidris canutus) - at least fifty at Ft. de Soto Park with some in breeding 

plumage allowed great scope studies of this declining shorebird 
65. Sanderling (Calidris alba) - Ft. de Soto Park 
66. Dunlin (Calidris alpina) - several at Ft. de Soto Park 
67. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - Ft. de Soto Park 
68. Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) - several Ft. de Soto and in the Keys 
69. Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - Ft. de Soto Park had several, which 

we studied well, some in breeding plumage, also in the Keys 
70. Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) - up to four of this locally uncommon migrant 

Green Cay Wetlands 
71. Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) - a great bonus during our ferry crossing, 

we saw two out of Key West with full adult "spoon-shaped" tails  
72. Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) - abundant 
73. Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - Ft. de Soto Park 
74. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - Ft. de Soto Park and a single in the Dry Tortugas 
75. Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus) - hundreds in the Dry Tortugas where we observed 

the only colony of this species in the United States (about 4,000 nest on Bush Key), 
we also had great close studies of birds roosting on the old coaling docks 

76. Black Noddy (Anous minutus) - a very rare bird in the ABA area, but we had great 
scope studies of one on the north coaling docks in the Dry Tortugas and could 
compare it closely to the larger Brown Noddies 

77. Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus) - hundreds in the Dry Tortugas, the only major 
breeding colony of this species in the United States 

78. Bridled Tern (Onychoprion anaethetus) - up to four on Garden Key by the north 
coaling docks were possibly trying to nest in the cement rubble, we had incredibly 
close views, a rare opportunity! 

79. Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) - common 
80. Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) - seen at Ft. de Soto Park 
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81. Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) - Marathon Government Center where we had a 
dozen roosting on a pier for exceptional scope studies of this rare and threatened 
species 

82. Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) - Ft. de Soto Park 
83. Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus) - Ft. de Soto Park and other locations 
84. Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) - Ft. de Soto Park and from Dry Tortugas 

ferry 
85. Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) - many seen at Ft. de Soto Park 
86. Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) (Columba livia (Feral Pigeon)) - abundant 
87. White-crowned Pigeon (Patagioenas leucocephala) - first seen Key Large and again 

closely Fort Zachary Taylor, also in flight on the Keys 
88. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - abundant 
89. Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina) - seen in several locations, but best 

observed at Ft. de Soto Park 
90. White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) - flying birds were relatively common 
91. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - common 
92. Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) - Key Largo and Dry Tortugas 
93. Mangrove Cuckoo (Coccyzus minor) - we saw a pair very well Black Point Marina 
94. Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) - a pair scoped outside its burrow Miami 

Executive Airport 
95. Barred Owl (Strix varia) - a bird came in at Big Cypress Bend boardwalk and another 

heard only nearby 
96. Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) - seen well and heard during our evening 

excursion in the Everglades 
97. Antillean Nighthawk (Chordeiles gundlachii) - we heard two birds and saw them 

flying Marathon airport 
98. Chuck-will's-widow (Antrostomus carolinensis) - four seen during our evening 

excursion to Big Pine Key in Everglades NP 
99. Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica) - fairly common  
100.  Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) - only brief sightings 
101.  Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus) - the most common woodpecker of 

the trip 
102. Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) - seen well Lettuce Lake Park 
103. Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Picoides borealis) - Wow! we had a close encounter 

with a family group of four at Three Lakes WMA, this endangered species requires 
open pine forest and living trees infected with fungus to nest 

104. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - seen well Everglades NP 
105. Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) - Circle B Bar Ranch and again Flamingo 

Everglades NP 
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106. Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) - after I thought we had missed it we saw 
one perched well Tamiami Trail and again along the way to DuPuis MA 

107. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - seen well near Lettuce Lake Park 
108. Merlin (Falco columbarius) - one at Ft. Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas 
109. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - great views Dry Tortugas 
110. Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus) - we found some nest the final morning and 

saw them well near Miami Executive airport 
111. White-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris versicolurus) - we saw them well at a nesting 

colony in Miami area the first morning of the tour 
112. Nanday Parakeet (Aratinga nenday) - on telephone wire near Lettuce Lake Park 
113. Great Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus) - first seen at Three Lakes WMA and 

again very close at Flamingo in the Everglades, also heard in many locations 
114. Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus) - seen in the Everglades and Dry Tortugas 
115. Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis) - this south Florida specialty was seen well 

at Everglades and the Keys where common 
116.  Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - fairly common in open habitats 
117. White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) - first seen Lettuce Lake Park and common on Key 

Largo 
118. Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons) - a singing bird seen well at Lettuce Lake 

Park 
119. Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) - seen at Lettuce Lake Park 
120. Black-whiskered Vireo (Vireo altiloquus) - this south Florida specialty showed well at 

Paurotis Pond Everglades NP and was heard on Key Largo 
121. Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) - common on the Florida mainland 
122. Florida Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens) - after a bit of walking we found a 

family group of four some of which even landed on us in Oscar Scherer SP 
123. American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) - common in the Everglades and Three 

Lakes WMA 
124. Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus) - common throughout coastal areas of south Florida 

mainland, this species is identified best by voice 
125. Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) - two or three in the 

Miami area 
126. Purple Martin (Progne subis) - common, with many seen in "martin condos" 
127. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - Three Lakes WMA 
128. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - one or two on the Dry Tortugas 
129. Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - common 
130. Cave Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva) - flying above Kendall neighborhood while 

looking for bulbuls 
131. Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor) - best seen Lettuce Lake Park 
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132. Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) - great, close views of a pair Three Lakes 
WMA 

133. Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) - best seen at Circle B Bar Reserve 
134. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) - Circle B Bar Reserve and Lettuce Lake 
135. Red-whiskered Bulbul (Pycnonotus jocosus) - it took some effort but we eventually 

found this uncommon and countable exotic right in the Miami area 
136. Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) - in the Three Lakes area with stunningly blue males 
137. Veery (Catharus fuscescens) - a bird seen by some Dry Tortugas 
138. Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) - seen by some Fort Zachary Taylor Key 

West 
139. Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) - Fort de Soto Park, Fort Zachary Taylor, and 

Dry Tortugas 
140. Bahama Mockingbird (Mimus gundlachii) - on the final morning of the tour we caught 

up with this amazing rarity as we found a bird singing atop a tree on Key Largo 
141. Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) - abundant 
142. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - abundant 
143. Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) - this introduced species, now countable, was 

seen in the Homestead area and Key Largo and will likely expand its range in the 
future 

144. Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) - seen in flight in the Kendallwood area while 
we were searching for bulbuls, rare this time of year 

145. Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla) - two seen out in the open on Key Largo 
146.  Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis) - Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk 

and Dry Tortugas where a bird was inside the old gunpowder building 
147. Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) - this was one of the most widespread 

migrants and seen in several places 
148. Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea) - when we finally found them, they 

showed really well, a flash of gold in the shaded swamp forest at Lettuce Lake Park 
149. Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) - fall out numbers at Fort Zachary Taylor 

Key West 

150. Hooded Warbler (Setophaga citrina) - a female seen by some on the Dry Tortugas 
151. American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) - the most common migrating warbler with 

birds everywhere on Key West even foraging on the boardwalks 
152. Cape May Warbler (Setophaga tigrina) - first a few here and there and then big 

numbers in the Keys 
153. Northern Parula (Setophaga americana) - breeding birds seen at Circle B Bar 

Reserve and many migrants  
154. Magnolia Warbler (Setophaga magnolia) - singles Fort de Soto Park and Dry 

Tortugas 
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155. Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) - one of the more common migrating warblers 
with several stunning males seen  

156. Black-throated Blue Warbler (Setophaga caerulescens) - absolutely abundant 
especially on Key West 

157. Palm Warbler (Setophaga palmarum) - best seen on the Keys where big numbers 
were present 

158. Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus) - one singing male Big Pine Key Everglades NP 
159. Yellow-throated Warbler (Setophaga dominica) - a bird high up in a cypress at 

Lettuce Lake Park 
160. Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) - Lettuce Lake Park and close views of a 

singing male at Flamingo in the Everglades plus a migrant on the Dry Tortugas 
161. Bachman's Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis) - great scope views of a singing male at 

the Three Lakes WMA, this is a rare and localized species 
162. Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum) - a nice bonus since the Florida 

subspecies is very rare, but we caught two or three flushed views Three Lakes WMA 
163. Seaside Sparrow (Ammodramus maritimus) - we saw at least two individuals of the 

endangered "Cape Sable" ssp. in the Everglades, although the birds remained 
distant we could see them in the scope and heard their short songs 

164. Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - a late migrant Three Lakes WMA 
165. Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) - great views of a pair Big Pine Key 

Everglades NP 
166. Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) - an immature male Ft. de Soto Park 
167. Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) - common 
168. Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus) - a male and female Fort de 

Soto Park 

169. Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) - Ft. de Soto Park, Key Largo, and finally a pair 
showed well Dry Tortugas 

170. Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) - a big flock at Lake Kissimmee was a nice surprise 
with several breeding plumages males, some seen in flight in other locations, a male 
Fort Zachary Taylor and a female Dry Tortugas 

171. Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) - a singing bird close Joe Overstreet Landing  
172. Spot-breasted Oriole (Icterus pectoralis) - a pair of this beautiful exotic was seen 

tending a nest in the Miami area,  
173. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - common 
174.  Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) - we saw two males and a female of this rare 

species among cowbirds at Flamingo in the Everglades, a good find 
175. Bronzed Cowbird (Molothrus aeneus) - one seen by some in the Homestead area 
176. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - Flamingo and Oscar Scherer SP 
177. Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) - abundant 
178. Boat-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus major) - abundant 
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179. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - a pair near Snook Island were the only 
ones 

180. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - common 
 
Mammals 
 
Nine-banded Armadillo - Circle B Bar Reserve 
Eastern Gray Squirrel - common 
Eastern Fox Squirrel - a few 
Hispid Cotton Rat - Big Pine Key 
Northern Raccoon - a family group seen well at Fort de Soto 
White-tailed Deer - Three Lakes WMA 
West Indian Manatee - Wow! close looks at two resting on the surface at Flamingo 
 
Reptiles 
 
American Crocodile - a relatively large individual seen closely at Flamingo 
American Alligator - frequent sightings in the Everglades 
Florida Softshell Turtle - seen en route 
Red-eared Slider - common 

 
American Crocodile 
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