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Tour Summary

Our grand Colorado grouse tour was simply put: a grand success. The weather was unusually mild, so
the early morning lek visits were comfortable and we didn’t encounter any adverse snow or storms,
making for an overall very pleasant trip. The “chickens'' are the main feature of this tour and they
didn’t disappoint. We again managed fantastic views of the “bird of the trip”, the White-tailed
Ptarmigan, studying a snow-white male at less than ten feet. We also saw all other possible native
grouse and quail species, including Northern Bobwhite, Scaled and Gambel's Quails, Greater and
Gunnison Sage-Grouse, Dusky and Sharp-tailed Grouse, and Greater and Lesser Prairie-Chickens. The
sage-grouse and prairie-chickens were in full display for excellent photo opportunities. The introduced
Chukar, Ring-necked Pheasant, and native Wild Turkey were also added for good measure. In addition
to the variety of grouse species, we also found the majority of Rocky Mountain specialties available on
this tour and again accomplished a clean sweep among the winter finches which included Evening
Grosbeak, Pine Grosbeak, Gray-crowned, Black and Brown-capped Rosy-Finches, Cassin's Finch, Red
Crossbill, and Pine Siskin. We had to work a bit harder this year, but eventually had excellent views of
several special woodpeckers, including Lewis's Woodpecker, Williamson's and Red-naped Sapsuckers,
and American Three-toed Woodpecker. Other birding highlights included Barrow’s Goldeneye, Prairie
Falcon, Mountain Plover, and Chestnut-collared and McCown’s Longspurs. We also encountered
twenty-three species of mammals, all against a backdrop of stunning landscapes, ranging from the vast
shortgrass prairies in the east, through the rugged Rockies and the sandstone canyons of the west.

Brown-capped Rosy-Finch by Stephan Lorenz
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__________________________________________________________________________________

Tour in Detail

We met at the Denver airport in the afternoon and then transferred to Pueblo in south-central Colorado,
enjoying a take-out dinner at the hotel and discussing plans for the coming days.

Scaled Quail by Stephan Lorenz

We packed up after an early dinner and headed to our first birding spot of the tour just fifteen
minutes west of Pueblo. The arid foothills here on the edge of a neighborhood held several
species unlikely anywhere else during the tour and we quickly found Curve-billed Thrashers
and Canyon Towhees. It took a bit of searching, but we eventually saw distant Scaled Quails,
the first native quail of the tour, and after we maneuvered into the right spot, we enjoyed
fantastic close views of this well-marked species with a calling male walking right up to us. A
flyby Merlin was a bonus among more widespread species. From here we headed east
towards the Holbrook Reservoir where water levels were extremely low due to the ongoing
drought conditions. Grebes and waterfowl we essentially absent on the shrinking reservoir,
but shorebirds took advantage of the exposed shoreline and mudflats and we scoped
Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, Killdeer, a scarce Baird's Sandpiper, Long-billed
Dowitcher, a bonus Wilson's Phalarope, and Greater Yellowlegs. The limited open water held
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just a few dabblers in the form of Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, American Wigeon, Mallard,
Northern Pintail, and Green-winged Teal. The surrounding fields held Northern Harrier,
Red-tailed Hawk, Loggerhead Shrike, and Western Meadowlark, the latter species would be
very abundant in the short grass prairies throughout the eastern portion of the tour. As we
traveled further east, we explored the Cheraw Lake area briefly adding Cinnamon Teal and
Ruddy Duck to our waterfowl tally, and found a few Brewer’s Blackbirds among a flock of
Red-winged Blackbirds. In the Blue Lake area, we found the localized Chihuahuan Raven and
added Golden Eagle and Burrowing Owl. We were still missing grebes so we made a
last-minute effort at Neegronda Reservoir and found a group of distant Clark’s and Western
Grebes with Double-crested Cormorant and Great Blue Heron along the shoreline. From here
we finished the lengthy journey to Kansas, picking up Ring-necked Pheasant along the way.

Lesser Prairie-Chicken by Stephan Lorenz

This was our first lek of the tour and we had to start very early in the morning to drive south
and access a Lesser Prairie-Chicken lek. By the time we reached the blind, a converted bus
actually, the birds were already on site and loudly cackling and booming. We witnessed a
spectacular display for a dozen birds as they whooped, boomed, jumped, and grappled on the
open prairie. As we drove back to the ranch headquarters, we also had better views of
Burrowing Owl. Taking several backroads to get back to town and our hotel, we found a
handful of Rough-legged Hawks that offered excellent views close to the road. From Oakley,
we headed west back into Colorado and stopped at a section of farm fields just south of I-70.
Here we had great views of Chestnut-collared Longspurs, even sitting up on fence lines and
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more distant views of McCown’s Longspurs. During the drive north towards Wray, we saw
several Wild Turkeys. We settled into our hotel in Wray after meeting at the Bledsoe Ranch
and then enjoyed a delicious dinner at the downtown grille.

Greater Prairie-Chicken by Stephan Lorenz

The Greater Prairie-Chicken lek north of Wray is always a tour highlight and this year we were
not disappointed watching nearly thirty prairie-chickens perform their traditional displays. We
watched about a dozen males in perfect light strutting, booming, calling, and hopping around
on the short grass prairie with several males engaging in direct jousting matches. The photo
opportunities were superb. The lek activity was only cut short by a group of stray cattle that
wandered into an area where they were not supposed to be, at least the local rancher thought
the cows knew that. So, in addition to watching prairie-chickens, we also wrangled some
cattle. Other species we found on the ranch included Northern Bobwhite (usually the only
place during the tour), Rough-legged Hawk, Say's Phoebe, White-crowned Sparrow, and
Brown-headed Cowbird. After packing up in Wray and breakfast, we continued our journey
northwest towards the Pawnee National Grasslands in search of a prairie specialty that had
so far eluded us, the Mountain Plover. Luckily we struck gold after some serious scanning and
at a prairie dog town a pair of Mountain Plovers flew in; we were able to follow the birds for
some time and eventually obtained fantastic scope views of these threatened shorebirds.
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From here we carried on westward in the direction of the mighty Rocky Mountains and arrived
in Silverthorne just in time for dinner. Here, the group was able to enjoy a delicious meal in
their own private (and heated) yurt to celebrate yet another exciting and successful day.

Cassin’s Finch by Stephan Lorenz

We set out early this morning from our hotel in Silverthorne to look for one of the most
challenging grouse species of the tour, the White-tailed Ptarmigan. At the top of Loveland
Pass, the weather was clear and cold, but at least there wasn’t much wind. It took about
fifteen minutes to find the White-tailed Ptarmigan, at first we heard one calling and then
spotted it on a distant ridge. It took another fifteen minutes to hike up the ridge where we
could enjoy the bird at a very close distance as it slowly shuffled across patches of snow and
alpine tundra. It was a pure white male without a single grayish feather showing. After such
quick success, we returned to the hotel for breakfast and then packed up, driving just a short
distance to bird in a small neighborhood. During past years the feeders here have attracted a
wide variety of finches and we staked out a busy feeder setup in a cul-de-sac and were
rewarded with excellent views of Hairy Woodpecker, Steller's Jay, Black-capped and
Mountain Chickadees, White-breasted and Pygmy Nuthatches, Mountain Bluebird,
Gray-crowned, Black, and Brown-capped Rosy-Finches, Red Crossbill and a “Gray-headed”
Dark-eyed Junco. Surprisingly, even the American Marten we had seen during the last tour
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here made a reappearance, a great mammal to add to the list. We carried on south towards
Buena Vista, seeing a Merlin perched atop a distant pole along the way. At a stakeout in
Buena Vista, we found a pair of acrobatic Lewis’s Woodpeckers that were busy excavating a
nest and added a Red-naped Sapsucker as a bonus. We were also lucky enough to have a
Prairie Falcon complete a couple of circles right above us. Outside of town we searched for
jays among the pinyon and juniper woodland, but only found a couple of Bushtits. We visited
another site, a fish hatchery in fact, and after extensive searching finally found a pair of
Pinyon Jays that flew in and showed very well. Along the margins of the ponds, we flushed a
Wilson’s Snipe and added a vocal Song Sparrow. As we drove towards Monarch Pass, we
lucked into a Clark’s Nutcracker right along the edge of the road; we maneuvered the vehicles
into a small pullout and then carefully birded along the edge of the busy road and as luck
would have it, a flock of twenty Pinyon Jays also passed through. We carried on across
Monarch Pass into the Gunnison Basin and the small town of Gunnison where we checked in
and then enjoyed a tasty dinner at a local restaurant.

Evening Grosbeak by Stephan Lorenz

We headed out very early again in order to reach the lekking area of the endangered
Gunnison Sage-Grouse before sunrise. This year, we watched the birds from the vans since
the trailer that acted as a blind before was removed. This worked very well and the birds were
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much closer and in higher numbers than in recent years. In fact, we saw two dozen, including
several males in full display and we could make out the denser head plumes and barred tail in
the scope. After breakfast at the hotel, we drove towards the Crested Butte Ski area and
stopped at the Almont Bridge where four American Dippers were actively foraging and
chasing each other. A Peregrine Falcon appeared overhead and flapped a few lazy circles
before stooping out of sight. We carried on to the ski area and found a very productive feeder
setup where we had comparisons between all three species of rosy-finches and also recorded
the “pink-sided” subspecies of Dark-eyed Junco. A return trip to Monarch Pass was
unsuccessful in terms of woodpeckers, but we saw Clark’s Nutcrackers again.

Clark’s Nutcracker by Stephan Lorenz

We set out towards the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park that lies to the west of
the town of Gunnison. We arrived early and checked all the regular spots for Dusky Grouse,
but despite our extensive efforts, none could be found. One of the rangers mentioned that due
to the late spring and heavy snow cover the grouse had not started displaying yet and
probably had not reached the area. Our efforts could attest to that, but at least we added
good views of Golden Eagle, Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay, “Slate-colored” Fox Sparrow, and
Spotted Towhee, and let’s not forget the incredible scenery of the gorge itself. We left the
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national park without a grouse and hoped to find it later during the tour. On the route to Grand
Junction, we detoured across the Grand Mesa, a scenic, high elevation plateau covered in
boreal forest. Our main aim was to find American Three-toed Woodpecker, a species that
proved very difficult this year. We searched systematically through likely-looking areas but
came up empty-handed every time. At the last possible spot, we finally spotted a distant bird
high up in a conifer and the scope revealed a male American Three-toed Woodpecker. The
bird approached much closer and flew into an aspen grove across the road where we were
able to photograph it quite well. After such a dedicated search and patience from everyone, it
was a well-deserved bird. We descended the plateau towards Grand Junction, checked into
our hotel, and then enjoyed a delicious meal on an outdoor patio.

Juniper Titmouse by Stephan Lorenz

From Grand Junction, we headed west with packed bags to explore the Colorado National
Monument, an impressive series of cliffs, canyons, and hoodoos composed of deep red
sandstone. Our first stop in a small neighborhood at the edge of the monument netted us
Gambel’s Quail and Black-throated Sparrow. Driving through the monument itself and
stopping at various birding hotspots and overviews, added the scarce Juniper Titmouse,
Bewick’s Wren, Western Bluebird, White-throated Swift, Violet-green Swallow, and Canyon
Wren. Once we left the monument, we headed further west to a new location where we
reached the eastern extent of the sagebrush steppe right on the Utah border. It didn’t take too
long, but we soon had a Sagebrush Sparrow in view as it clambered to the top of a bush to
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give its snappy, but melodic song. Elated with such quick success we carried on towards the
east of Grand Junction where we thoroughly explored Coal Canyon. During the past years,
the introduced Chuker has become more and more difficult to find here, likely due to human
and habitat disturbance. So we searched further afield and finally heard one calling in the
canyon below us. It was difficult to figure out exactly where the bird was, but in the end we at
least all obtained good flight views as it flushed right in front of the group. From here we
carried on towards the north into sparsely settled country and the small town of Craig. Along
the way, we added Sandhill Cranes and Ring-necked Ducks in roadside wetlands.

Sagebrush Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz

We left very early with packed luggage in order to reach an area where Sharp-tailed Grouse
were displaying. It was a cool morning with lots of snow still on the ground and at first, very
few birds were moving. Fortunately, one of us saw a bird drop into the roadside sagebrush
and after dedicated scanning, a Dusky Grouse was spotted hidden among the shrubs. The
bird was clearly reluctant to display in the freezing temperatures. We moved to another spot
and finally found two distant Sharp-tailed Grouse displaying on the snow, unfortunately, their
lekking was cut short as a Golden Eagle drifted over, dispersing the birds. After everything
went quiet we continued towards Steamboat Springs and headed towards the ski area. At a
stakeout, we found around forty Evening Grosbeaks and these colorful finches allowed us to
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study them at length as they decorated bare aspen trees. Other new finches included a pair of
Pine Grosbeaks and a singing Cassin’s Finch. After lunch at a bagel shop, we headed north
towards the tiny community of Walden which lies in one of Colorado’s least populated
counties. The vast intermountain plains and sagebrush steppe of North Park were impressive.
We made a quick stop near Coalmont and within minutes found a vocal Sage Thrasher that
showed very well. After checking into our accommodations we went to Walden Reservoir,
which was ice-free and held a few new species of waterfowl, including Common Goldeneye
and Common Merganser, and American White Pelicans had arrived at their nesting colony.
Before dinner, we headed east to the visitor center of the Colorado State Forest for some
leisurely birding around the feeders, and here we could enjoy close studies of Steller's Jay,
Mountain Chickadee, Brown-capped Rosy-Finch, Cassin's Finch, Dark-eyed Junco, and Song
Sparrow.

Mountain Chickadee by Stephan Lorenz

For the final morning of the tour and the final lek, we headed south of Walden and witnessed
a spectacular display of nearly eighty Greater Sage-Grouse. The birds were out in full force
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and we were close enough to feel the booming calls of the displaying males. At sunrise, we
had many photo opportunities as light streamed across the sagebrush steppe. We returned to
town to celebrate over a delicious home-cooked breakfast and then carried on towards the
outskirts of Silverthorne. We were still missing a specific waterfowl target, but fortunately,
when we arrived at a neighborhood reservoir we quickly spotted a male Barrow’s Goldeneye
to round out nearly all the Rocky Mountain specialties of the tour. Two Eared Grebes,
Redheads, and Lesser Scaup were a bit of a surprise here. Before we drove out of the Rocky
Mountains and into the metropolis of Denver, we made one last stop and found a male
Williamson’s Sapsucker for the final Rocky Mountain specialty and surprisingly had our only
Pine Siskins of the tour here. We celebrated the memories, sightings, birds, and landscapes
of what was one of the most successful Colorado tours to date with a delicious dinner at Ted’s
Montana in Denver.

Greater Sage-Grouse by Stephan Lorenz
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USA - Colorado: Prairie Chickens, Grouse & More 2021 Trip List:

1. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - a common resident species and seen every day

2. Cinnamon Teal (Spatula cyanoptera) - this beautiful duck was encountered at various
wetlands in the eastern and western portions of Colorado

3. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - fairly common on larger lakes and reservoirs

4. Gadwall (Mareca strepera) - one of the more widespread waterfowl species during the tour

5. American Wigeon (Mareca americana) - seen at Holbrook and Walden Reservoirs

6. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - common and widespread

7. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - seen at Holbrook and Walden Reservoirs

8. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - fairly common

9. Redhead (Aythya americana) - seen at Walden Reservoir and at neighborhood lake near
Silverthorne

10. Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) - seen at roadside wetland towards Craig and at Walden
Reservoir

11. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - a pair seen at neighborhood lake in Silverthorne

12. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - distant views at Walden Reservoir

13. Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - a fantastic bird to catch up with during the last
day of the tour when we viewed a male in perfect light near Silverthorne

14. Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - seen at various locations in the western portion of
the tour and scoped at Walden Reservoir

15. Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - good numbers seen at Cheraw Lake and distant views at
Fruitgrowers Reservoir

16. Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) - we heard the birds call loudly and flushed three at
the Bledsoe Ranch near Wray
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17. Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata)- Wow! two bids came very close to us near Pueblo

18. Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - great views of birds sitting up in bushes and on fence
posts in the early morning near Grand Junction

19. Chukar (Alectoris chukar) - it took some searching and effort at Cameo and Coal Canyon, but
we heard one clearly and then had great flight views as it flew right past the group

20. Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) - common in Kansas and the eastern plains of
Colorado

21. Greater Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) - a spectacular final lek of the tour where
close to 80 birds were present with many males performing close to the vehicles

22. Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus minimus) - we enjoyed higher numbers and better
views than usual with around 25 birds present and displaying all morning

23. White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus leucura) - voted bird of the trip and no surprise since we
observed an immaculate white male at less than 10 feet, what a bird!

24. Dusky Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus) - we missed it at the usual place but came through
strongly near Steamboat Spring when Claudia spotted it sitting perfectly still among the
sagebrush

25. Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus) - distant and brief view, but all saw them in
the scope with short displays near Steamboat Springs

26. Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) - one of the best displays of the tour with up
to 30 present in perfect light and despite the stampeding cattle we enjoyed many photo
opportunities

27. Lesser Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus) - one of the earliest leks and the first of
the tour and we couldn't have asked for better views, dozens displaying with a few of the
former species mixed in

28. Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - groups seen along the roadsides in eastern Colorado

29. Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - one at Fruitgrowers Reservoir
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30. Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) - two present at the small lake near Silverthorne

31. Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis) - the species was not present at its usual
location, but we found four at Neegronda Reservoir

32. Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii) - two to three birds seen distantly same location as
previous species

33. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - seen in flight at Neegronda Reservoir
and many at Walden Reservoir

34. American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) - Holbrook Reservoir and many on
their nesting island at Walden Reservoir

35. Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - fairly common throughout

36. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - widespread this year, usually does not arrive in numbers
this early, but it was an early spring for this species

37. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - the best views were enjoyed at the lake near Silverthorne

38. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - seen frequently throughout, including one feeding right by
the edge of the road

39. Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - seen frequently in Kansas and eastern Colorado and
one passed by the Greater Sage-Grouse lek, making the grouse nervous

40. Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - heard only at Gunnison National Park

41. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - seen in western Colorado

42. Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - only one noted briefly during the drive to Kansas,
seemed to be arriving late this year

43. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - common throughout and noted every day of the tour

44. Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) - up to seven seen as we left the Lesser Prairie-Chicken
lek in Kansas and another scoped nicely at the Bledsoe Ranch

45. Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) - one seen circling distantly at Holbrook Reservoir
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46. American Coot (Fulica americana) - seen at various reservoirs and wetlands

47. Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - seen well near Craig and near Steamboat Springs

48. Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - a handful seen well at Holbrook Reservoir

49. American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - breeding plumaged birds were seen well at
Holbrook Reservoir

50. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - fairly widespread but not numerous this year

51. Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus) - we came up empty-handed at the first location, but
after some extra effort at the Pawnee National Grasslands we had wonderful scope views of a
pair

52. Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - two seen well at Holbrook Reservoir, these birds were
returning from southern South America on the way to the high arctic

53. Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - nearly a dozen seen well at Holbrook
Reservoir

54. Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - one flushed at the Roaring Judy Fish Hatchery during
our search for Pinyon Jays

55. Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) - an early arriving bird seen well at Holbrook
Reservoir

56. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - seen well at Holbrook Reservoir and again four
birds at Walden Reservoir

57. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - distant views at Holbrook Reservoir

58. Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - seen during the first day

59. California Gull (Larus californicus) - seen at Holbrook Reservoir and again distantly at
Walden Reservoir

60. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - noted every day
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61. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - this nonnative species was widespread and
seen nearly every day

62. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - mainly seen in the eastern plains and arid areas of the
northwest

63. Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) - brief views of a bird in flight at Bledsoe Ranch

64. Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) - seen briefly in eastern Colorado and better views near
Lesser Prairie-Chicken lek in Kansas

65. White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) - fantastic close views of these fast flyers at
Colorado National Monument where some zipped right over our heads

66. Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) - two seen in Buena Vista, including one actively
excavating a nesting cavity

67. Williamson's Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus) - the last new bird of the trip was this
beautiful woodpecker and we watched a male drumming right in front of us at Genesee
Mountain Park

68. Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis) - good views in Buena Vista of a female and
even better views of a calling male near Steamboat Springs

69. Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) - seen near Silverthorne

70. Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) - at the feeders near Silverthorne and noted again near
Steamboat Springs

71. American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) - we searched a lot for this species
which proved difficult this year, but then had incredibly close views of a drumming male at
the last stop on the Grand Mesa

72. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - widespread and common throughout

73. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - common and widespread

74. Merlin (Falco columbarius) - one shot through near Pueblo and another scoped near Leadville
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75. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - great views of a soaring and stooping bird at Almont
Bridge near Gunnison

76. Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) - we had great luck with a bird circling overhead in Buena
Vista for good views

77. Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - seen near Pueblo, Bledsoe Ranch, and out west

78. Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - seen at Holbrook Reservoir and on the Bledsoe
Ranch

79. Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) - it took some effort this year and we finally found
a pair at the Roaring Judy Fish Hatchery only to have a large roadside flock before crossing
Monarch Pass

80. Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - near Silverthorne and many seen at the State Forest State
Park Visitor Center

81. Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) - seen by some during a stop in eastern Colorado/Kansas

82. Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - numerous this year with several at
Black Canyon National Park and again at the Colorado National Monument

83. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - abundant especially in the western portion of the tour

84. Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) - great close views of a bird along the roadside
between Buena Vista and Monarch Pass, distant views on Monarch Pass

85. American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) - fairly common and widespread

86. Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) - seen in the Blue Mesa Reservoir area in eastern
Colorado

87. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common and widespread especially in the mountains

88. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - abundant on the eastern plains and fairly common on
the western sagebrush flats

89. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - one or two seen well at Colorado National
Monument
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90. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - noted in Silverthorne and Black Canyon
National Park

91. Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) - widespread and fairly common throughout the
Rockies

92. Juniper Titmouse (Baeolophus ridgwayi) - a pair showed very well at Colorado National
Monument

93. Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) - three birds were seen close and well near Buena Vista

94. White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - seen in Buena Vista

95. Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - best views of several birds at a feeder near Silverthorne

96. Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - a singing bird came very close and gave great photo
opportunities at Colorado National Monument

97. Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - distant views of a singing bird at Colorado National
Monument

98. American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - we had between four and five birds feeding and
singing right in front of us at the Almont Bridge near Gunnison

99. Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) - good views for all in the northwest

100. Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) - seen well throughout the mountains

101. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - seen every day

102. Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - great views of two birds on the first day near
Buena Vista

103. Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) - a bird perched up nicely and sang quietly on the
sagebrush flats near Walden

104. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - widespread
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105. Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus) - excellent views of half a dozen near Arriba
with breeding plumaged birds perched on fences

106. McCown's Longspur (Rhynchophanes mccownii) - distant scope views near Arriba

107. Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - great views of a singing bird near the
entrance of the Colorado National Monument

108. Sagebrush Sparrow (Artemisiospiza nevadensis) - it was worth the extra distance to reach the
edge of Utah where a male perched up beautifully in the sparse sagebrush and another was
heard only

109. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - excellent views of a singing male at Black Canyon National
Park, here the “Slate-colored” ssp.

110. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - widespread throughout the Rockies and we recorded the
Oregon, Pink-sided, Gray-headed ssp.

111. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - best views on the Bledsoe Ranch

112. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - seen well in the Gunnison area

113. Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - excellent views near Pueblo

114. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - common and vocal at Black Canyon National Park

115. Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) - abundant in the eastern plains

116. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - widespread

117. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - seen on the Bledsoe Ranch

118. Brewer's Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) - seen briefly during a roadside stop near Blue
Mesa Reservoir eastern Colorado

119. Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) - only in the eastern portion of the tour

120. Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - eastern Colorado and Kansas
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121. Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) - we enjoyed a spectacular flock of these
colorful finches near Steamboat Springs

122. Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) - a pair was seen well near Steamboat Springs

123. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - at least a handful of birds in
Silverthorne and Crested Butte

124. Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) - this usually rare species showed in good numbers
with several seen in Silverthorne and Crested Butte

125. Brown-capped Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte australis) - the most abundant of the three
rosy-finches with more than a hundred in Silverthorne and Crested Butte

126. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - seen briefly in the east

127. Cassin's Finch (Haemorhous cassinii) - fantastic views of a singing male near Steamboat
Springs and a close bird at the Colorado State Forest visitor center

128. Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) - brief views of a male near Silverthorne

129. Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - brief views of calling birds at Genesee Mountain Park

130. American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) - noted briefly in Kansas

131. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - widespread

Mammals:

1. Black-tailed Jackrabbit
2. Eastern Cottontail
3. Mountain Cottontail
4. White-tailed antelope squirrel
5. Gunnison's Prairie Dog
6. White-tailed Prairie Dog
7. Arizona Black-tailed Prairie Dog
8. Bryant's Fox Squirrel
9. Nevada Ground Squirrel
10. Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel
11. Rock Squirrel
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12. Least Chipmunk
13. Colorado Chipmunk
14. Hopi Chipmunk
15. Red Squirrel
16. Coyote
17. Red Fox
18. American Marten
19. Elk
20. Moose
21. Mule Deer
22. Bighorn Sheep
23. Pronghorn

Williamson’s Sapsucker by Stephan Lorenz
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