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Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus along the hillside on the east side of Troutman Lake.  Photo (c) Dave Krueper 

 

 

Daily Itinerary and Notes: 

The Siberian Yupik community of Gambell on St. Lawrence Island is one of the most desired and distant 

destinations for North American birders.  Both spring and fall bring an amazing diversity of shorebirds 



and landbirds together during migration, and the incredible numbers of alcids that fly-by Seawatch or 

that can be found on the nesting cliffs can be staggering.  Our tour was designed to visit all of the 

available sites in the Gambell area repeatedly in order to seek out the unusual Asian rarities, as well as 

to enjoy the local culture, good locally prepared food and breathtaking beauty of this unique location.  

Our daily routine typically consisted of a quick “breakfast-lite” and coffee to get us started and then we 

went out to Seawatch for several hours to view the early morning flight of birds past the point.  Early 

morning and evening are typically the best times for viewing at this location, and we certainly spent our 

fair share of time here.  After a full breakfast back at the Sivuqaq Inn, we departed on our shared ATVs 

for other destinations which varied daily based on the weather, wind direction and what other groups 

had found previously.  Lunch typically was around noon, followed by another afternoon session and 

then dinner.  Following dinner, we usually went back out to Seawatch for another session, or to chase a 

bird that others had recently reported elsewhere.  The three boneyards were scoured daily and were 

monitored closely for new arrivals throughout the day.  We also visited the nesting alcid cliffs to the 

north, the perimeter of Troutman Lake almost daily, the Near and Far marshes, and the lower lakes to 

the south of the Far Marsh.  Due to the varied daily schedule that we kept, we cannot break down the 

daily routine more exactly than that, but we definitely covered a great deal of ground during the 8 days 

that we were in Gambell.  A nice variety of birds (including some good rarities) were found and the 

group chemistry worked out really well.  I really enjoyed this trip, and I certainly hope that you did as 

well!  Many thanks to all and I hope to see you all again on another High Lonesome Tour! 

 

Avian Species: 

Emperor Goose Anser canagicus  Uncommon spring and fall migrant, we recorded individuals on two  
days with a high count of three on 2 June 2019. 
 
Snow Goose Anser caerulescens  Rare spring migrant to Gambell, we recorded three individuals on 27 
May 2019. 
 
Greater White-fronted Goose Anser 
albifrons  Uncommon spring migrant, 
we found them on five  different days 
with a high count of thirteen on 30 
May 2019. 
 
Tundra Bean-Goose  Anser serrirostris  
Very rare spring visitor to St. Lawrence 
Island, we were fortunate to find this 
species on two consecutive days with 
one observed on 28 May and two on 
29 May 2019.  All three were seen in 
association with the former species for 
great comparative views.  There are 
now fifteen spring records of Tundra 



Bean-Goose, plus an additional five of bean-geese sp. recorded at Gambell. 
 
Brant Branta bernicla  Uncommon to fairly common spring migrant to St. Lawrence Island, we saw up to 
eighteen individuals on a total of five days, mainly from Seawatch and along the north beach. 
 
Tundra Swan Cygnus columbianus  Uncommon spring visitor to Gambell and uncommon breeder to St. 
Lawrence Island.  We recorded this species on four days, with a high count of four on two of those days. 
 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta  Fairly common spring migrant and uncommon breeder to SLI, we recorded 
them daily with a high count of nine on 2 June 2019. 
 
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca  Uncommon spring migrant to Gambell (both subspecies), we observed 
up to two birds on several days of the tour, including “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal Anas crecca crecca, 
which is a likely candidate for a future split. 
 
Greater Scaup Aythya marila  Uncommon spring migrant to Gambell, we found individuals on 5 of the 
days of the tour, with a high of five birds on 28 May 2019. 
 
Steller's Eider Polysticta stelleri  Uncommon spring migrant and former breeder on SLI, we were able to 
observe this species on three different days, with a high count of seven observed on 2 June 2019. 
 
King Eider Somateria spectabilis  Fairly common spring migrant to Gambell, we recorded small groups 
on four days of the tour with a high count of 25 individuals on 29 May 2019. 
 
Common Eider Somateria mollissima  Fairly common spring migrant, we recorded up to 9 individuals on 
every day of the tour. 
 
Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus  Fairly common spring migrant and summer visitor, we were 
able to see up to twenty on each of the days we were in Gambell. 
 
Stejneger’s Scoter Melanitta stejnegeri  Very rare spring visitor to Gambell, this newly recognized 
species (split from following species) breeds in northeast Asia and winters in coastal eastern Asia to 
Japan and China.  The North American Checklist Committee recently designated this as a valid species, 
which was announced a few months after our return.  We observed and photographed up to fifteen on 
two different days while on the tour, all from the Seawatch site. 
 
White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi  Uncommon spring migrant, we recorded them on seven days 
with a high count of fifteen individuals on 27 May and 2 June 2019.  Identification is somewhat 
problematic since the previous and this species display variance in plumage and bill characteristics.  
 
Black Scoter Melanitta americana  Uncommon spring migrant, we recorded them on three days with a 
high count of three individuals on 30 May 2019. 
 
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis  Common spring migrant and uncommon breeder to the Gambell 
area.  We recorded individuals on each day while in Gambell with a high count of thirty on 27 May 2019. 
 



Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula  Very rare spring visitor to Gambell, we observed a male and a 
female in flight over Troutman Lake near the airport terminal on 31 May 2019.  Common Goldeneye 
nests as close as interior Alaska and is a rare but regular visitor to the Seward Peninsula. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator  Uncommon spring migrant to Gambell, we recorded this 
species on each day (mainly at Seawatch) with a high count of thirty-two on 2 June 2019. 
 
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena  Rare spring and fall visitor to Gambell.  We found one or two 
daily, mainly from Seawatch. 
 
Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis  Fairly common spring migrant to Gambell, we recorded individuals 
on each of the days we were there.  We had an amazing 108 birds on 27 May 2019.  Many people do not 
realize that the Russian Far East supports a sizeable number of breeders, which then winter in the lower 
48 States. 
 
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva  Uncommon spring migrant, we located two individuals on 28 May 
2019. 
 

Lesser Sand-Plover Charadrius mongolus   This 
species breeds in eastern Siberia and the Russian 
Far East and winters from Taiwan to Australia, and 
is considered to be a rare to very rare spring and 
fall migrant to Gambell.  One was observed on 
two days while on the tour, and photos obtained 
by many participants. 
 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
tundrae  A real target for all in the group, we 
found a total of up to five daily on five days of the 
trip.  This species breeds in northern Scandinavia 
to eastern Siberia and winters from eastern Africa 
to the Caspian Sea and to South Asia.  We were 

able to watch competitive encounters with the 
following species on several occasions. 
 
Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus  
Fairly common spring migrant and breeder in 
appropriate habitat, we found up to twelve 
individuals on each of the days we were in 
Gambell. 
 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus variegatus  Very 
rare spring migrant to Gambell.  We found one 
individual of this subspecies  on 2 June 2019, and 
there is still discussion on the possibility of 
splitting the Eurasian and the North American 
populations, so stay tuned! 
 



Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis  Rare spring migrant and possible breeder to St. Lawrence Island, one 
was at the south end of Troutman Lake on 29 May 2019, but it was most uncooperative for viewing by 
most of the group. 
 
Dunlin Calidris alpina  Fairly common spring migrant and breeder to the Gambell area and SLI, we 
recorded individuals on each day of the tour with a high count of fourteen on 29 May 2019. 
 
Rock Sandpiper Calidris ptilocnemis  Uncommon spring migrant and breeder to the Gambell area 
(documented declines), we did see them each day of the tour with a high count of two on most of the 
days. 
 
Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii  Very rare spring migrant to Gambell, we were fortunate to locate up 
to two individuals on three days early in the tour on the south side of the Near Boneyard. 
 
 

 
 
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri  Common spring migrant and breeder to the area, we found them 
each day on the tour, with a high count of eight individuals on 1 June 2019. 
 
Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus  Uncommon spring migrant and breeder, we found up 
to two individuals on three days of the tour, either at the Near Marsh or the Far Marsh (south end of 
Troutman Lake). 
 
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus  Fairly common spring migrant and uncommon breeder to 
the greater Gambell area.  We found them on each day while on the tour, with a high count of seven on 
several days, primarily at the Near and the Far marshes. 
 



Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius  Uncommon spring migrant and rare breeder, we found them on 
four days of the tour, with a high count of twelve on 1 June 2019. 
 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  Very rare spring migrant to Gambell with about thirty records 
total.  One was seen in Old Town and the Shipyard on two days (28+29 May 2019), and we were all able 
to get good views of this rare and desirable bird. 
 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  Very rare spring visitor to Gambell, we heard and observed 
probably two different individuals at the Far Marsh and at the south end of Troutman Lake on 27/28 
May and 1 June 2019 respectively. 
 
Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus  Fairly common spring migrant and possible breeder (no 
confirmed records), we found them to be consistent with single sightings on three days while in 
Gambell.  
 
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus  Fairly common spring migrant and casual breeder to the area.  
Seen on most days of the tour with a high count of four on two different days. 
 
Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus  Fairly common migrant and breeder in the area, we viewed 
them each day of the tour (some excellent views near the south end of Troutman Lake), with a high 
count of four on two different days. 
 
Dovekie Alle alle  Uncommon breeder on the alcid cliffs to the northeast of town.  Typically this species 
can be REALLY tricky to locate and see well as they hide in the rocks and get masked by the myriad of 
other alcids on the hillside.  This did not turn out to be the case this year, as we were able to find one 
bird almost immediately thanks to sharp eyes from one of our participants!  We all got good scope views 
of this rarity for the Alaska region. 
 
Common Murre Uria aalge  Common to abundant breeder to the Gambell alcid cliffs (several breeding 
cliffs are inaccessible to the east of Gambell).  We recorded up to 150 individuals on each of the days we 
were at Seawatch or at the alcid cliffs to the northeast of town. 
 
Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia  Abundant summer breeder, we recorded up to 125 daily while on the 
tour, mainly from Seawatch and also at the alcid cliffs. 
 
Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle  Uncommon spring migrant and “possible” breeder (no confirmed 
records), we found up to two individuals on two different days of the tour as fly-bys at the Seawatch 
site. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba  Common spring migrant and summer breeder, we recorded up to 
thirty-two individuals per day while in Gambell. 
 



Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus 
antiquus  Very rare spring and summer 
visitor, we observed one at Seawatch 
on three consecutive days. 
 
Parakeet Auklet Aethia psittacula  
Common to abundant summer breeder 
to the cliffs on St. Lawrence Island, we 
observed from several hundred to 
several thousand daily. 
 
Least Auklet Aethia pusilla  Abundant 
summer breeder, we observed several 
hundred to several thousand daily 
while at the cliffs and at Seawatch. 

 
Crested Auklet Aethia cristatella  Abundant summer breeder to St. Lawrence Island, with an estimated 
1,000,000+ individuals present annually.  We observed up to 10,000 +/- daily while on the tour, mainly 
in the late afternoon or evening from Seawatch. 
 
Horned Puffin Fratercula corniculata  Abundant spring migrant and summer breeder, we recorded up to 
40 individuals daily. 
 
Tufted Puffin Fratercula cirrhata  Abundant spring migrant and summer breeder, we observed dozens 
daily. 
 
Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla  Common to abundant migrant and breeder, we regularly saw up 
to 1000 daily primarily from Seawatch and they streamed past us heading to the north. 
 
Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini  Uncommon to rare and irregular spring migrant, we located one off of the 
north end of Seawatch on 31 May 2019. 
 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus vegae  Fairly common visitor and breeder to Gambell, where we recorded 
up to sixty daily.  This subspecies is considered to be a common annual visitor from Asia in both spring 
and fall. This subspecies breeds in 
NE Siberia and winters south to 
China.  Likely split in the future? 
 
Slaty-backed Gull Larus 
schistisagus  Rare to uncommon 
spring visitor, we found one 
subadult on 1 June 2019 while at 
the dump. 
 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus  
Common breeder to Gambell, we 
recorded up to 200 daily, primarily 



at Seawatch, at the dump or at Troutman Lake. 
 
Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata  Uncommon spring migrant, we found several on each of four 
different days, with a high count of four individuals on 31 May 2019. 
 
Arctic Loon Gavia arctica  Uncommon spring migrant, primarily passing along the coast at Seawatch.  
We recorded up to three individuals on three different days while in Gambell. 
 
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica  Common spring migrant, we observed up to eighteen individuals on all of 
the days while in Gambell, primarily from Seawatch. 
 
Yellow-billed Loon Gavia adamsii  Uncommon spring migrant, we had an outstanding tour with birds 
seen nearly daily from Seawatch.  We recorded a high count of five individuals on 29 May 2019. 
 
Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis  Fairly common spring and summer visitor, we observed between 2 
and 27 individuals daily while on the tour, the vast majority from Seawatch. 
 
Short-tailed Shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris  Casual spring migrant to Gambell, we saw one from 
Seawatch on 29 May 2019.  This is only the second time that I have seen this species while at Gambell in 
the spring. 
 
Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus  Common spring migrant and breeder, we observed this 
species every day in numbers up to 100 or more, particularly at Seawatch. 
 
Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus  Casual spring visitor to Gambell (probably the third 
spring record), we observed one at Seawatch on the evening of 27 May 2019. 
 
Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus  Rare to uncommon migrant and breeder.  Typically there is one pair 
on the cliffs to the east of Troutman Lake.  This year we observed one to two individuals (pair?) on six of 
the days of the tour, but always somewhat distant. 
 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  Uncommon spring migrant, we observed at least one individual on 
four different days (same one?). 
 
Common Raven Corvus corax  Uncommon to fairly common permanent resident to Gambell, we 
recorded up to six daily while on the island. 
 
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica  Rare spring migrant, we found individuals on two different days, with a high 
count of two on both 1 and 2 June 2019.  
 



Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger 
cyanurus  Probably the bird of the 
trip, we observed a female on two 
different days along the mountainside 
to the east of Troutman Lake.  While 
we had distant views on the first day, 
those persistent observers who 
tracked the bird back down on a 
subsequent day had very good views 
and also were able to obtain some 
very nice photos.  This represented 
the 6th record over for Gambell and 
only the second for the spring season. 
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe 
oenanthe  Uncommon spring migrant 
and rare breeder, we observed 

several on three different days near the beginning of the 
tour. 
 
Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus  Another trans-
Beringia migrant, this is considered a rare spring migrant to 
Gambell.  We recorded individuals on five days, with a high 
count of two on 28 May 2019. 
 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis  Uncommon 
spring migrant to St. Lawrence Island, we observed one to 
two one two different days (all fly-overs). 
 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba  Uncommon spring migrant and 
breeder to the Gambell area.  We had good numbers this 
year, with birds being seen daily and a high count of twelve 
on 29 May 2019.  
 

 



Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus  Rare spring migrant and very rare breeder to the area, we found up 
to two daily (flyovers) and in the Near Marsh on three consecutive days. 
 
American Pipit Anthus rubescens  Uncommon spring migrant, we observed or heard (fly-overs) up to six 
daily while in Gambell. 
 
Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea  
Uncommon spring visitor to the Gambell area, 
and we were able to see up to five individuals 
on six different days while on tour in Gambell. 
 
Hoary Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni  
Uncommon  to fairly common spring visitor to 
Gambell, we had an exceptional year, with up 
to 55 birds seen each day on the tour. 
 
Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus  
Common spring migrant and breeder to the 
Gambell vicinity.  We found them to be reliable 
on all days while on the tour, with high counts of 55+ on several days. 

 
Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis  Common spring 
migrant and breeder to the Gambell vicinity.  We found 
them in most habitats while on the tour, with high 
counts of 40+ on several consecutive days. 
 
McKay's Bunting Plectrophenax hyperboreus  Rare 
spring migrant to Gambell, we located a pure individual 
(no indication of hybridization) on 28 May 2019 south 
of Troutman Lake. 
 

 
 

 
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis  Very rare spring visitor to Gambell, we had one which 
visited Old Town and the Boat Yard on 30 May 2019. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mammal Species: 

Arctic Fox  Alopex lagopus 

Steller’s Sea Lion Eumetopias jubatus 

Gray Whale  Eschrichtius robustus 

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 

Arctic Ground Squirrel  Spermophilus parryii 

Tundra Vole  Microtus oeconomus 

 

 


