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Great Knot  Calidris tenuirostris  5 June 2018 Nome River (photo by Dave Krueper) 

Daily Itinerary and Notes: 

This High Lonesome Bird Tours trip to Nome was designed to take advantage of the spring migration 

spectacle and it certainly did not disappoint!  The group was based in Nome at our comfortable hotel, 

and each of four consecutive days we journeyed out on the major roads to distant target locations to 

view avian species which favor each of those habitats.  We visited the Nome River and Safety Sound 



areas on several occasions, and then also made strategic stops at the dump, Kougarok Road, Council 

Road, and Teller Road to accumulate as many specialties as we could.  And we did well.  Very well 

indeed!  All following photos were taken on the tour by Dave Krueper. 

 

In a nutshell, our schedule ran as follows:   

3 June 2018.  Tour starts in Nome and we spent time in the afternoon at Safety Sound to the east of 

Nome. 

4 June 2018.  All day trip along the Kougarok Road for the Bristle-thighed Curlew and other specialties 

along the way. 

5 June 2018.  Local birding and then out to Safety Sound for a brief look at what was about.  Since we 

got a late start, rather than drive the entire way to Council, we opted to head back to Nome and explore 

the shorter Teller Road out to MP 40 for target birds.  Strategic stop at the Nome River Bridge produced 

the rarest bird of the trip – Great Knot! 

6 June 2018.  Long drive out to Council with strategic stops along the way including Safety Sound.  Then 

some nice boreal forest birding along Bear Creek near Council and a late return for dinner at Milano’s. 

7 June 2018.  Up early, we packed and prepped for our return back to Anchorage, then had breakfast 

and headed to the Nome River bridge to see if we could relocate the Great Knot (no luck).  We then 

headed north to Penny River on the Teller Road to search for Arctic Warbler.  They still had not arrived 

from Asia, but we did manage to find an impressive number of other North American breeders including 

warblers, sparrows and thrushes.  Back to Nome for checkout and then to the airport for our flight back 

to Anchorage. 

 

 

Avian Species: 

Snow Goose  Anser caerulescens  Fairly common spring migrant to the area, we found one on 5 June 

2018 at Safety Sound. 

Greater White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons   Fairly common spring migrant, we recorded individuals 

on two different days, with a high count of three on 6 June 2018 along the road to Council. 

Brant  Branta bernicla  Fairly common spring migrant and summer breeder to the greater Nome area, 

we observed up to 45 individuals on three different days at Safety Sound and along the coast. 

Cackling Goose  Branta hutchinsii  Fairly common spring migrant and summer breeder, we found up to 

six on three different days. 



Tundra Swan  Cygnus columbianus  Common migrant and fairly common breeder to the greater Nome 

area and to the north.  We were pleased to see up to 75 individuals in the Safety Sound area on each of 

the three days that we visited the area. 

Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata   Fairly common spring migrant and local breeder, we found up to 

12 daily in appropriate habitat. 

Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope  Rare spring migrant, we located one at Safety Sound on 5 June 

2018 for the only sighting of the tour. 

American Wigeon  Mareca americana  Common spring migrant and breeder, we observed up to ten 

daily in appropriate habitat. 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos  Fairly common migrant and breeder to the Nome area, we mainly found 

then along the Nome River and in Safety Sound on four days. 

Northern Pintail  Anas acuta  Common spring migrant and summer breeder, we found up to 14 daily in 

appropriate habitat. 

Green-winged Teal  Anas crecca  Common spring migrant and summer breeder, we found up to six daily 

in appropriate habitat. 

Greater Scaup  Aythya marila  Common migrant and locally common breeder, we observed birds on 

each day of the tour with the most seen daily at Safety Sound and along the coast. 

Steller’s Eider  Polysticta  stelleri  Uncommon to rare passage migrant, we were fortunate to see one at 

Safety Sound on 5 June 2018. 

Spectacled Eider  Somateria fischeri  Rare to casual passage migrant, we found one at Safety Lagoon on 

5 June 2018.  This was the first time that I have seen this species in the Nome area. 

King Eider  Somateria spectabilis  Uncommon passage migrant primarily along the coast, we found up to 

eight on two different days. 

Common Eider  Somateria mollissima  Fairly common to common migrant and local breeder in the 

greater Nome area, we recorded up to 65 individuals on each of the three days that we visited Safety 

Sound. 

Harlequin Duck  Histrionicus histrionicus  Common migrant along the coast on their path to breeding 

areas in the interior of Alaska, we found up to 15 daily in appropriate sheltered habitat along the coast. 

White-winged Scoter  Melanitta fusca  Uncommon spring migrant along the coast we found up to 25 in 

a single day south of Nome, and viewed individuals on two other days as well. 

Black Scoter  Melanitta americana  Common spring passage migrant, we found up to 45 birds on four of 

the six days of the tour. 



Long-tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis  Common spring passage migrant, we found up to 20 birds on five 

of the six days of the tour. 

Common Merganser  Mergus merganser  Uncommon migrant and breeder, we found three on a 

freshwater pond along the Kougarok Road on 4 June 2018. 

Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator  Common migrant and fairly common local breeder (inland), 

we found up to 16 birds daily mainly along the coast and at Safety Sound. 

Willow Ptarmigan  Lagopus lagopus  Common permanent resident in the Nome area.  We recorded 

them daily, with a high count of six on 5 June 2018 on the Teller Road. 

Rock Ptarmigan  Lagopus muta  Uncommon (local) resident to the rocky hillsides to the interior from 

Nome, we found them on two days, with a high count of five on 5 June 2018 on the Teller Road. 



Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena  Fairly common migrant and summer breeder, we found one on 

the Kougarok Road on 4 June 2018. 

Sandhill Crane  Antigone canadensis  Fairly common to common spring migrant and local breeder, we 

found up to 70 individuals on three different days at Safety Lagoon. 

Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola  Uncommon migrant and local breeder in the area.  We 

recorded them on two days, with good views along the Teller Road on 5 June 2018. 

American Golden -Plover  Pluvialis dominica  Common spring migrant and breeder, we had great looks 

at up to 10 individuals on each of 5 days of the tour. 

Pacific Golden-Plover  Pluvialis fulva  Uncommon migrant along the Nome coast, we found 1-2 

individuals on two days at the Nome River mouth. 

Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus  Common spring migrant and fairly common summer 

breeder in the higher elevations, we recorded several each day of the tour. 

Bristle-thighed Curlew  Numenius tahitiensis  Rare and local spring migrant and summer breeder, the 

group got good looks at one on the Kougarok Road site on 4 June 2018. 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus  Fairly common migrant and summer breeder, we recorded up to five on 

two different days of the tour. 



Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica  Fairly common migrant and breeder, we found up to six on three 

days of the tour. 

Black Turnstone  Arenaria melanocephala  Fairly common migrant and breeder, we found up to three 

on three days of the tour, all at Safety Sound. 

Great Knot  Calidris tenuirostris  Arguably the “mega” bird that we observed while on the tour (of course 

next to the Bristle-thighed Curlew), we had brief but good views at the Nome River bridge on 5 June 

2018 (see cover photo).  The Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris) is the largest of the calidrid species. The 

genus name is from Ancient Greek kalidris or skalidris, a term used by Aristotle for some grey-coloured 

waterside birds. The specific tenuirostris is from Latin tenuis "slender" and rostrum "bill" 

Red Knot  Calidris canutus  Uncommon breeder in the tundra habitats away from the coast, we saw one 

on the Teller Road near MP 40 as we exited the main road to Teller. 

Sanderling  Calidris alba  Uncommon to fairly common spring migrants, we found two on 3 June 2018 at 

Safety Sound which had previously been reported by independent birders as Red-necked Stints. 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina  Fairly common migrant and breeder in the alpine tundra, we found up to three 

on two different days of the tour. 

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos  Fairly common migrant and local breeder, we recorded them on 

two days.  One sighting of nine was interesting as they flew in near the group along the Teller Road and 

then completely disappeared from view for several minutes until sharp-eyed individuals slowly got on to 

them! 

Semipalmated Sandpiper  Calidris pusilla  Fairly common spring migrant and breeder in the area, we 

observed up to 25 daily at Safety Sound and at the Nome River bridge. 



Western Sandpiper  Calidris mauri  Common spring migrant and breeder in the area, we found up to ten 

daily on the tour, primarily in the coastal habitats and at Safety Sound. 

Wilson’s Snipe  Gallinago delicata  Common migrant and summer breeder, we found several daily with 

a high of 10 in one day along the Kougarok Road. 

Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius  Fairly common migrant and breeder along the streams along the 

roadsides.  We found them regularly each day, with a high count of four on 4 June 2018 on the Kougarok 

Road. 

Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes  Uncommon migrant this far to the northwest in Alaska, we found one 

on 5 June 2018 at Safety Sound. 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus  Common passage migrant and local breeder in appropriate 

habitat, we found up to 15 daily while on the tour. 

 

 

Pomarine Jaeger  Stercorarius pomarinus  Rare to uncommon passage migrant, we found one on 6 June 

2018 at Safety Sound before heading out to Council in the interior. 



Parasitic Jaeger  Stercorarius parasiticus  Fairly common passage migrant and local breeder, we 

recorded this species on four days of the tour with a high count of four on 3 June 2018. 

Long-tailed Jaeger  Stercorarius longicaudus  Common passage migrant and local breeder along the 

coast, we found them every day on the tour and recorded a high of 7 on 3 June 2018, primarily at the 

Nome River and Safety Sound. 

Thick-billed Murre  Uria lomvia  Fairly common off-shore summer visitor, we found up to 15 on each of 

three days, primarily along the coast between Nome and Safety Sound. 

Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla  Fairly common to common summer visitor to the coast and 

cliffs of northwest Alaska, we saw several daily while birding at Safety Sound. 

Sabine’s Gull  Xema sabini  Uncommon spring passage migrant heading north to breeding areas, we 

found one at Safety Sound on 3 June 2018. 

Mew Gull  Larus canus  Common to abundant summer breeder along the coast and interior rivers, we 

recorded up to 80 individuals daily while on the tour. 

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus  Fairly common passage migrant along the coast, we recorded up to nine 

daily while birding Safety Sound and the coastal cliffs to the south of town. 

Slaty-backed Gull  Larus schistisagus  Rare but regular visitant to the greater Nome area, we found an 

amazing FOUR at the Nome dump on 3 June 2018, which is the highest total that I have ever seen there! 

Glaucous-winged Gull  Larus glaucescens  Common summer visitor and breeder in coastal and inland 

marshes and lakes, we recorded up to 225 daily, mainly along the coast and at Safety Sound. 



Glaucous Gull  Larus hyperboreus  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder in coastal and inland 

marshes and lakes, we recorded up to 15 daily, mainly along the coast and at Safety Sound. 

Aleutian Tern  Onychoprion aleuticus  Fairly common to uncommon and local summer visitor and 

breeder in the Nome area, we found them on three days with a high count of 15 between Safety Sound 

and the Nome River bridge. 

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea  Common to abundant summer visitor and breeder along the coast and 

interior ponds, we recorded up to 45 daily while in the Nome area. 

 

 

Red-throated Loon  Gavia stellata  Common summer visitor and breeder in coastal and inland marshes 

and lakes, we recorded up to 10 daily, mainly along the coast and interior ponds. 

Pacific Loon  Gavia pacifica  Uncommon summer visitor and breeder, we found them on interior ponds 

and at Safety Sound on three days with a high count of four. 

Common Loon  Gavia immer  Uncommon summer visitor and possible breeder in the area, we found up 

to two on 2 different days at Safety Sound. 

Pelagic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax pelagicus  Fairly common summer visitor along the coast, we found 

them on three days with a high count of 4 on 3 June 2018. 



Bald Eagle  Haliaeetus leucocephalus  Uncommon this far north and west in Alaska, we found one on 6 

June 2018 while on the road from Safety Sound out to Council. 

Northern Harrier  Circus hudsonius  Uncommon to fairly common summer visitor and breeder in the 

interior areas, we found up to five on two different days. 

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder (but widely dispersed and 

localized), we found up to three individuals on 3 different days. 

Rough-legged Hawk  Buteo lagopus  Uncommon local summer visitor and breeder, we observed one 

individual on two different days. 

Gyrfalcon  Falco rusticolus  Rare and local permanent resident and breeder, we viewed a nesting pair on 

6 June 2018 on the Council Road (location is sensitive for the protection of the birds). 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus  Uncommon and local summer visitor and breeder, we found one 

individual near Safety Sound on 6 June 2018. 

Alder Flycatcher  Empidonax alnorum  Uncommon summer visitor and breeder in the Nome area (north 

and west of core distribution), we found one singing on 6 June 2018 near Council in the interior. 

Say’s Phoebe  Sayornis saya  Uncommon summer visitor and breeder in the interior, we found one near 

a large river crossing on the road to Council on 6 June 2018. 

Northern Shrike  Lanius borealis  One on the outskirts of Nome on 6 June 2018 was a nice find, although 

it was not as cooperative as we would have liked. 

Common Raven  Corvus corax  Common permanent resident to the area, we recorded up to 12 

individuals daily. 

Horned Lark  Eremophila alpestris  Local summer visitor and breeder, we found five individuals on the 

Teller Rd. on 5 June 2018. 

Bank Swallow  Riparia riparia  Locally common summer visitor and breeder where vertical cut banks are 

found, we found several flying around the gravel quarry along the coast between Nome River and Safety 

Sound on 5 june 2018. 

Cliff Swallow  Petrochelidon pyrrhonota  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder, we recorded up to 

ten individuals daily in a variety of habitats. 

Black-capped Chickadee  Poecile atricapillus  Uncommon and local, we observed two coming in to 

feeders along the Kougarok Road on 4 June 2018. 

Boreal Chickadee  Poecile hudsonicus  Uncommon and local in the boreal forest near Council, we found 

two on 6 June 2018. 



American Dipper  Cinclus mexicanus  Uncommon and local permanent resident along the creeks and 

rivers along the coast, we found one on the Teller Road on 5 June 2018. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet  Regulus calendula  Local summer visitor and breeder in the boreal forest of the 

interior, we found a pair (one of which was singing) near Council on 6 June 2018. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica  Local breeder along the inland river thickets, we found up to three on two 

days of the tour.  Three on the Kougarok Rd. on 4 June 2018 was followed by another on 7 June 2018 on 

the Teller Rd. near Penny River. 

 

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe  Uncommon and local summer visitor and breeder to the 

higher elevations of the interior, we located up to two on 2 consecutive days while birding the Teller and 

Council roads. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush  Catharus minimus  Common summer visitor and breeder to willow and alder 

thickets, we found up to 25 daily.  Their beautiful songs could be heard commonly on all of the interior 

habitats and along the major rivercourses. 

Hermit Thrush  Catharus guttatus  Uncommon to fairly common summer visitor and breeder in 

appropriate habitat, we found up to two individuals on four days of the tour. 

American Robin  Turdus migratorius  Common summer visitor and breeder in the interior, we found up 

to six individuals daily on all days of the tour. 



Varied Thrush  Ixoreus naevius  Certainly one of the more handsome summer breeders to the interior, 

we found up to two on the Teller and Council roads on 4 and 6 June 2018. 

Bohemian Waxwing  Bombycilla garrulus  Uncommon  and local summer visitor and breeder to the 

interior in boreal forests, we found two on 6 June 2018 near Council. 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla tschutschensis  Uncommon to fairly common summer visitor and 

breeder to the willow thickets along the lower interior river systems, we had one fly-over with brief 

views along the mouth of the Nome River on 5 June 2018. 

White Wagtail  Motacilla alba  Uncommon to rare local summer visitor and breeder, we had one calling 

fly-over near the Nome River bridge on 6 June 2018 which a few participants might have gotten a 

glimpse of. 

American Pipit  Anthus rubescens  Uncommon summer visitor and breeder to the higher elevations in 

the Nome area, we had up to two on 2 different days, mainly as migrants near the Nome River bridge 

and at Safety Sound. 

Pine Grosbeak  Pinicola enucleator  Uncommon and local summer breeder to the boreal forest habitats 

to the interior of Nome, we found a male and a female near Council on 6 June 2018 which cooperatively 

posed for our group. 

 

 

 



Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea  Common summer visitor and breeder to Nome and the interior 

valleys, we found them on every day on the tour, with a high count of eighteen on 4 June 2018 along the 

Kougarok Road. 

Hoary Redpoll  Acanthis hornemanni   Uncommon and local permanent resident, we had two on three 

different days while on the tour. 

Lapland Longspur  Calcarius lapponicus  Common summer visitor and breeder, we observed up to 25 

daily in most of the lower elevations and along the coast, with the majority being seen near Safety 

Sound. 

American Tree Sparrow  Spizelloides arborea  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder, we recorded 

up to three on 3 different days, primarily along the interior river systems. 

Fox Sparrow  Passerella iliaca  Fairly common to common summer visitor and breeder, we found them 

on all days with a high count of ten on 5 June 2018 along the Teller Road and in the Penny River vicinity. 

Savannah Sparrow  Passerculus sandwichensis  Common summer visitor and breeder, we found them 

on all days with a high count of nine on 5 and 6 June 2018 along the Teller and Council roads. 



Lincoln’s Sparrow  Melospiza lincolnii  Uncommon to fairly common summer visitor and breeder in 

willow thickets along the river systems, we found up to two on 2 different days toward the end of the 

tour. 

White-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia leucophrys  Common summer visitor and breeder, we found up to 

ten daily, primarily along the river systems in the lowlands. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow  Zonotrichia atricapilla  Like its congener (above), a common summer visitor 

and breeder, we found up to eight daily, primarily along the river systems in the lowlands. 



Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus  Uncommon and local summer visitor and breeders, we recorded up 

to three on four different days of the tour.  This species has shown widespread and steep population 

declines across the taiga and boreal forest habitats of Alaska and Canada, and is now a species of 

concern with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Northern Waterthrush  Parkesia noveboracensis  Common summer visitor and breeder in the willow 

thickets along all of the major river systems, we found up to 15 individuals daily while on tour. 

Orange-crowned Warbler  Oreothlypis celata  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder along the 

river courses where taller willows predominate, we found up to nine daily throughout the tour. 

Yellow Warbler  Setophaga petechia  As with the former species, this is a fairly common summer visitor 

and breeder along the river courses where taller willows predominate.  We found up to eight daily on 

several of the roads throughout the tour. 



Blackpoll Warbler  Setophaga striata  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder in appropriate habitat, 

we found up to two on 3 different days, with great views along the Teller and Council roads on 5 and 6 

June 2018. 



Yellow-rumped Warbler  Setophaga coronata  Fairly common summer visitor and breeder, particularly 

in the interior valleys and along the larger river systems.  We recorded a high of eight individuals on the 

Council Road, with most in the boreal forest at the end of the road. 

Wilson’s Warbler  Cardellina pusilla  Common summer visitor and breeder, we found them along all of 

the road systems which had drainages with large willow thickets.  We found up to twelve along the 

Council Road on 6 June 2018. 



Mammal Species: 

Red fox  Vulpes vulpes 

Brown bear  Ursus arctos 

Bearded Seal  Erignathus barbatus 

Spotted Seal  Phoca largha 

North American river otter  Lontra canadensis 

Moose  Alces alces 

Caribou  Rangifer tarandus 



Muskox  Ovibos moschatus 

Snowshoe hare  Lepus americanus 

Arctic Ground Squirrel  Spermophilus parryii 

Muskrat  Ondatra zibethicus 


