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We enjoyed unparalleled views of three Bristle-thighed Curlews on the ground. 

 
Incredibly nice weather (almost hot at times), a fantastic group, and a wide variety of specialty birds all added 
up to another successful birding trip to Nome. The first evening started off along Council Rd. with stops at the 
Nome River Bridge and around Safety Sound. Highlights here included a close Emperor Goose, locally 
uncommon Baird’s Sandpipers, all three jaegers, Bar-tailed Godwits, and an adult Slaty-backed Gull. From a 
behavioral perspective it was interesting to see a Northern Shrike carry off a sandpiper (likely Semipalmated) 
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by holding it in its feet. The following three full days in Nome were spent along the Kougarok Rd. where we 
netted singing Arctic Warblers, several displaying Bluethroats, and three of the closests Bristle-thighed 
Curlews I have ever seen. During the drive up we also found nest-building Northern Wheatears and during the 
return trip scoped Rusty Blackbirds. Our day along Council Rd. proved very productive with close Black 
Guillemots off Cape Nome, lots of waterfowl around Safety Sound plus a Red-necked Stint, and a scenic drive 
towards Council for some boreal forest birding. We returned the following morning to Safety Sound and finally 
had excellent views of Arctic Loons before visiting Teller Rd. and Woolley Lagoon where we added many 
shorebirds to the list with the standout being a Red Knot on a nest! Incredibly, Rock Ptarmigan sightings 
outnumbered Willow Ptarmigans this year with close, good views of both species. The final morning we visited 
the Hastings Creek area and sections of Safety Sound ending with a scoped pair of Spectacled Eiders 
(another trip highlight) and stunning King Eiders. We all had a wonderful trip and we hope to see all of you on 
tours in the near future. Sincerely, Stephan and Dave 
 

 
Bluethroats were displaying along Kougarok Rd. 

 
Day 1: June 3rd Arrival in Nome in the afternoon, birding along Council Rd. towards Safety Sound 
 
Our flight arrived on time, with some of us 
coming from Gambell and others from points 
further south. After checking in at the Aurora 
Inn we headed out of town along the Council 
Rd. A quick stop at the Nome River Bridge 
quickly got us Bar-tailed Godwits in the scope 
and we watched calling Red-throated Loons. 
We also conveniently found Pacific 
Golden-Plovers and American Golden-Plovers 
on either side of the road, allowing us to study 
these two similar species closely. Scanning the 
island and sandbars carefully we picked out a 
half-dozen loafing Sabine’s Gulls and Aleutian 
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Terns that were setting up to nest on the 
island. Eventually the Aleutian Terns flew 
right over the bridge for fantastic flight 
views. A single Gray Jay flew past, 
definitely a surprise in this habitat with the 
closest patches of boreal forest at least 70 
miles away, but we added it to the list 
nevertheless. Suddenly a sizeable group 
of Semipalmated Sandpipers flushed and I 
was surprised to see a Northern Shrike fly 
out with a sandpiper clutched in its feet. 
 
We continued along Council Rd. towards 
Safety Sound and made several stops, 

adding the first Common Eiders and Pacific Loons of the trip. The songs of Lapland Longspurs and calls of 
Semipalmated Sandpipers drifted across the tundra. A stop at the Safety Sound bridge netted us close scope 
studies of a single Emperor Goose, always a great bird to get in Nome. A single Wandering Tattler among the 
rocks and a pair of Baird’s Sandpipers capped off a good start. But the evening was not quite over yet as we 
located the first Muskox of the tour and we would see these magnificent animals every day. 
 
Day 2: June 4th Birding Kougarok Rd. to Mile 72 all day 
 
The long day on the Kougarok Rd. is 
always fun and full of specialty birds that 
Nome is famous for. The first target for the 
day came relatively easy as our very first 
stop held a singing Arctic Warbler. It sat 
out in the open on the wires and thus was 
easy to point out. 
 
We continued towards our next stop at 
Salmon Lake and picked up two displaying 
Bluethroats that showed really well as they 
gave their complex songs from exposed 
perches. The blue skies offered superb 
photographic opportunities. In the higher 
country we found a pair of Northern 
Wheatears and discovered that the female 
was actively carrying nesting material to a small burrow alongside a drainage. We stood back and watched the 
pair move about the tundra, enjoying fantastic scope views. En route we picked up a nice dark-morph 
Rough-legged Hawk, a rare color form in the Nome area. 
 
Near and around Salmon Lake we managed to see singing individuals of all the warblers and sparrows typical 
of Nome, including Northern Waterthrush, Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Wilson's Warbler, 
American Tree Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Golden-crowned Sparrow, and Savannah 
Sparrow. The lake held the only Red-necked Grebe of the trip and three very welcome Harlequin Ducks. The 
weather warmed and it looked like it was going to be a comfortable hike up to curlew hill. We arrived just 
around lunchtime and took a break for food and to enjoy the view before commencing the walk.  
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We steadily climbed along the trail and with high hopes arrived on the flatter section of the hill. We paused and 
listened, but a careful scan of the tundra revealed a single, male Rock Ptarmigan hiding out behind a 
(appropriately) rock followed quickly by a sharp American Golden-Plover. A Long-tailed Jaeger spooked four 
curlews, but they all turned out to be Whimbrels. We moved forward and an odd looking Whimbrel got our 
hopes up momentarily, but besides finding its nest, we couldn’t celebrate yet. We fanned out a bit, but 
eventually heard a Bristle-thighed Curlew among a loose group of Whimbrels. It took some maneuvering, but 
we found three Bristle-thighed Curlews on the ground, which allowed close views and exceptional scope 
studies. These were by far the best views I have ever had of the species! With all the hoped for birds in the bag 
for the day, we drove back towards Nome for a celebratory dinner at Milanos. 

 
A Whimbrel near its nest on the curlew hill. 

 
Day 3: June 5th Council Rd. birding Safety Sound all the way to boreal forest Mile 72 
 
This morning we spent most of our time around Safety Sound/Lagoon, which with its mudflats, ponds, 
shoreline, and channels is one of the most productive birding locations in all of Nome. A Short-eared Owl that 
flew past as we were watching a pair of Willow Ptarmigans was a welcome addition to the trip list. A brief stop 
at Cape Nome held a sizeable flock of Harlequin Ducks and surprisingly close Thick-billed Murres and a single 
Black Guillemot that bobbed on the gentle 
waves just offshore. Further out we picked up 
White-winged and Black scoters. We drove 
along the shoreline of Safety Sound finding a 
confiding Black Turnstone and after a bit of 
waiting a single Red-necked Stint flew in, 
staying just long enough for everyone to get 
good scope views. 
 
We continued our drive towards Council, 
stopping along the Solomon River with its 
willow thickets to enjoy the chorus of breeding 
warblers and sparrows, getting excellent scope 
views of all of Nome’s expected species. A stop 
at the pass didn’t produce Snow Buntings 
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(which we saw later in the trip), but held a confiding pair of Horned Larks, here represented by the very pale 
ssp. arcticola. Arriving at the small stand of boreal forest near Council mid-afternoon we birded around the 
area a bit, seeing Blackpoll and Yellow-rumped warblers and another Rusty Blackbird. On the return trip we 
stopped at an active Peregrine Falcon nest and watched the pair circling above the river.  
 
Day 4: June 6th Safety Sound in the morning and Teller Rd. to Woolley Lagoon in afternoon 
 
We drove back to Safety Sound in order to look for the Arctic Loon and although it was fairly windy and choppy 
we finally managed good views of one on the water. Checking concentrations of dabbling ducks we also found 
two Eurasian Wigeons and one bird that was a EurasianxAmerican Wigeon hybrid. While scoping some 
shorebirds we lucked into a female Ruff that wandered about in taller grasses on a small island and with some 
patience everybody ended with some distant scopes views of this rare shorebird. 
 
Just before lunch we drove through Nome and headed down Teller Rd. On the edge of town we spotted a 
Northern Shrike perched on a telephone wire and the bird offered incredibly good views as it flew down and 
back up, obviously hunting. The main areas we birded along Teller Rd. included the hill with its sparse, dry 
tundra and the wetter flats towards Woolley Lagoon. On the hill we found several Snow Buntings, had great 
looks at another Rock Ptarmigan, and even better views of a Red Knot on a nest. Seeing one of these 
shorebirds which are relatively rare in the Nome area on a nest was another trip highlight. Three Northern 
Wheatears flew in before we headed back downhill where a Golden Eagle perched close to the road had us 
stopping again and a Rock “Road” Ptarmigan walked out in front of us, refusing to move. 
 

 
Seeing at Red Knot at close range on a nest was definitely a treat. 

 

Along the road to Woolley Lagoon we located several showy Pacific Golden-Plovers and scoped breeding 
plumaged Black-bellied Plovers. The Long-tailed Jaegers put on their usual show and a Short-eared Owl 
flapped slow circles around us. Before long it was time to head back towards town with a quick stop at an 
active American Dipper nest along the Penny River. We celebrated the new birds for the day with another 
delicious dinner at Milanos. 
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Day 5: June 7th Safety Sound in the morning and flights to Anchorage  
 
For the final morning of the trip we 
decided to head back to the 
Hastings Creek area and Safety 
Sound and it ended up being a very 
good decision. Surprisingly, we had 
struggled up to this point getting the 
entire group on an Eastern Yellow 
Wagtail, but during this morning one 
was singing as we stepped out of 
the vans and remained perched in 
full view for several minutes. A 
careful scan of the ocean here 
revealed a welcome pair of 
Spectacled Eiders, plus some 
bonus King Eiders. Everyone 
enjoyed long scope views of both. 
To cap it off we added a drake King Eider in full breeding regalia. It was time to head back to the hotel and 
then airport all too soon, but we left Nome on time with lots of great birding memories. 
 

 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail 
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Trip List: 
 

1. Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) - a small flock seen briefly in flight Day 2 
 

2. Emperor Goose (Chen canagica) - the same single bird seen the first evening and third day at Safety Sound 
 

3. Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens) - a flock of up to 30 near Safety Lagoon was an unusually high number 
for the time of year and another smaller group seen at Nome River bridge during the final morning 

 
4. Brant (Branta bernicla) - good numbers on Safety Lagoon every time we visited the area 
 

5. Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) - occasionally seen on tundra ponds along the roads ssp. taverneri 
 

6. Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) - common with large concentrations at eastern end of Safety 
Lagoon/Sound 

 
7. Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) - two males seen well on Safety Lagoon Day 4 and the final morning, a 

single hybrid male was also present 
 

8. American Wigeon (Anas americana) - seen daily in low numbers, but one large group on Safety Lagoon 
 

9. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - occasionally singles or pairs seen 
 

10. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - common breeding species around Nome 
 

11. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - fairly common, CommonXAmerican intergrades seen 
 

12. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - very common, especially on Safety Lagoon 
 

13. Spectacled Eider (Somateria fischeri) - during the final morning we found a pair off Hastings Creek and had 
fantastic scope views 

 
14. King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) - a female and immature males seen off Hastings Creek and then a 

breeding male Safety Lagoon Day 5 
 

15. Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) - very common especially on Safety Lagoon 
 

16. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - a large flock present at Cape Nome offered close studies Day 3, 
three Salmon Lake Day 2 

 
17. White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca) - small flocks off Cape Nome and Hastings Creek 
 

18. Black Scoter (Melanitta americana) - flock on ocean off Safety Lagoon 
 

19. Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) - common 
 

20. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - a single seen the final morning off Hasting Creek 
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21. Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - half dozen birds along the Solomon River near Peregrine nest 
Day 3 

 
22. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - very common 
 

23. Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus) - a pair on the Kougarok Rd. Day 2 and another cooperative pair along 
Council Rd. Day 3 

 
24. Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) - multiple close encounters, the first on curlew hill Day 2, another two seen 

closely along Teller Rd. 
 

25. Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - single seen on Salmon Lake Day 2  
 

26. Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) - very common, seen every day and even heard through open window in 
hotel room! 

 
27. Arctic Loon (Gavia arctica) - after some prolonged searching we finally saw one actively diving bird on 

ocean along Safety Lagoon and another flew right over us 
 

28. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - common 
 

29. Common Loon (Gavia immer) - Safety Sound Bridge, fairly rare in Nome 
 

30. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - off Cape Nome 
 

31. Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) - regularly seen on the tundra 
 

32. Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) - a pale morph and a dark morph (rare in Nome) seen along Kougarok 
Rd. Day 2 

 
33. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - a bird perched close to the road flew then right in front of the van for 

great views Teller Rd. 
 

34. Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - regular sightings around Safety Lagoon 
 

35. Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) - single bird seen well at their regular breeding site near Woolley 
Lagoon 

 
36. American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica) - seen well on the upland tundra at the curlew site 
 

37. Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva) - seen very well near Woolley Lagoon and near Nome River Bridge 
 

38. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - uncommon 
 

39. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - good numbers at curlew site where we found one nest with eggs  
 

40. Bristle-thighed Curlew (Numenius tahitiensis) - incredibly close, prolonged views of three individuals walking 
in front of us on curlew hill  
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41. Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) - seen well at Nome River bridge and distant views Safety Sound 
 

42. Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - brief views around the Safety Sound area 
 

43. Black Turnstone (Arenaria melanocephala) - seen along Safety Sound and Teller Rd. 
 

44. Red Knot (Calidris canutus) - one seen on nest along Teller Rd., a trip highlight 
 

45. Ruff (Calidirs pugnax) - a Reeve was seen briefly on small island in Safety Sound 06/06, a rarity in Nome 
 

46. Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) - one seen briefly but well along Safety Sound, a great bird to catch up 
with 

 
47. Dunlin (Calidris alpina) - uncommon this year 
 

48. Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - two seen near Safety Sound bridge the first evening 
 

49. Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) - abundant 
 

50. Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) - abundant 
 

51. Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - seen the first evening 
 

52. Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - displaying birds during two days 
 

53. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - common, seen on almost every pond 
 

54. Wandering Tattler (Tringa brevipes) - one at Safety Sound river bridge the first evening 
 

55. Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) - two flying distantly the first evening 
 

56. Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) - seen along Council and Kougarok Rd., including repeated views 
of a beautiful intermediate morph along Safety Sound 

 
57. Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) - abundant 
 

58. Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) - really close birds this year off Cape Nome 
 

59. Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) - two birds off Cape Nome including one in transitional plumage that was 
really close 

 
60. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - many off Cape Nome and Safety Sound bridge 
 

61. Sabine's Gull (Xema sabini) - we found a small flock eating insects in Safety Lagoon, incredibly close views 
 

62. Mew Gull (Larus canus) - abundant 
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63. Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisagus) - one adult and 2nd cycle bird Safety Sound the first evening 
 

64. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - single birds mixed in among Glaucous Gulls on Safety Sound 
 

65. Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) - common 
 

66. Aleutian Tern (Onychoprion aleuticus) - seen very well this year nesting near Nome River bridge and in 
Safety Lagoon 

 
67. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - abundant 
 

68. Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) - seen twice very well along Council and Teller Roads 
 

69. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - excellent views of a pair circling near an active nest 
 

70. Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor) - one seen Nome River bridge carrying off a sandpiper and another seen 
very well one the edge of town 

 
71. Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) - one flying past the Nome River bridge was out of habitat 
 

72. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common 
 

73. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - a pair seen well at Council Rd.. the pale ssp. arcticola 
 

74. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - common 
 

75. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - best views at Hastings Creek parking area 
 

76. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - nesting under bridge along Kougarok Rd. 
 

77. American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - one seen well at Penny River Bridge Teller Rd. 
 

78. Arctic Warbler (Phylloscopus borealis) - we had great views of a singing male along Kougarok Rd. as it sat 
out on the telephone wire 

 
79. Bluethroat (Luscinia svecica) - three seen, including two displaying males along Kougarok Rd., always a trip 

highlight 
 

80. Northern Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) - a pair seen very well building a nest along Kougarok Rd. and 
seen again along Teller Rd. 

 
81. Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) - very common 
 

82. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - common 
 

83. Eastern Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla tschutschensis) - finally good views during the last morning at Hastings 
Creek parking area 
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84. American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) - seen along the higher sections of the Council Rd. 
 

85. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - abundant 
 

86. Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - seen well along Teller Rd. 
 

87. Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis) - common 
 

88. Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata) - common 
 

89. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - common 
 

90. Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) - seen along Council Rd. very well in spruce forest 
 

91. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - in spruce trees end of Council Rd. ssp. “Myrtle” 
 

92. Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - common 
 

93. American Tree Sparrow (Spizelloides arborea) - fairly common 
 

94. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - common 
 

95. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - common 
 

96. Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) - common 
 

97. Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - abundant 
 

98. Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus) - great views in the alders along Kougarok Rd. 
 

99. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - common 
 

100. Hoary Redpoll (Acanthis hornemanni) - fairly common 
 
 
Mammal Trip List: 
 
American Beaver 
Muskox 
Moose 
Red Fox 
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The wild flowers were in full swing on the Nome tundra this year like this lovely Cuckoo Flower. 

 
Forget-me-not 
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Rock Jasmine 

 

 
Lapland Diapensia 
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Bell Heather 

 

 
Labrador Tea 
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Purple Oxytrope 

 

 
Mountain Avens 
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