
 
High Lonesome BirdTours 

Denali-Kenai, Alaska Trip Report 
June 7th - June 15th, 2017  

Leader and Photos: Stephan Lorenz  
 

 
This Spruce Grouse offered exceptional views and photographic opportunities. 
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It is difficult to pick just a few highlights from such a jampacked tour and our adventure to Denali National Park, 
along the Denali Highway, then Seward and the Kenai Fjords National Park was filled to the brim with specialty 
birds and numerous mammals. The first day started off very well with excellent views of the uncommon 
American Three-toed and Black-backed woodpeckers, the latter at the nest, and in the evening of the same 
day we got some of the best views of Spruce Grouse I have ever had. Our bird and mammal sightings in 
Denali National Park the following day went well beyond expectations and we started off well in the avian 
department with a close Northern Hawk Owl that clutched prey in its talons and called to an unseen mate 
nearby. Among mammals grizzlies took the crown with a total of 11 bears seen before then end of the day! 
 
We travelled into the wilderness of the Denali Highway and spent two days birding the varied and productive 
habitats of extensive boreal forest, high tundra, lakes and wetlands, and riparian willow thickets. The first day 
held Northern Shrike (difficult on this itinerary), several singing Arctic Warblers, Trumpeter and locally rare 
Tundra swans, and a wide variety of shorebirds, waterfowl and songbirds with a Common Yellowthroat the 
rarest of the bunch. During our second full day in the area we concentrated our search on some of the more 
difficult specialties and walked away with scope views of Smith’s Longspur and eventually found a displaying 
Rock Ptarmigan. 
 
The birding didn’t slow down during our transfer back to Anchorage we picked up Bohemian Waxwings, Rusty 
Blackbirds, and another Black-backed Woodpecker at nest! A dedicated stop near Hatcher Pass produced a 
gorgeous male White-tailed Ptarmigan for the full ptarmigan sweep. 
 
The Kenai Peninsula and Kenai Fjords held a fresh set of birds and mammals for us. Visiting a productive 
feeder setup outside of Seward we got great views of Pine Grosbeaks and saw a dozen Red Crossbills, a fairly 
scarce species in Alaska. The following day saw us on a cruise to the Northwestern Glacier and the birds had 
to compete for attention with the incredible landscape and non-stop humpback whale sightings. We had 
excellent numbers and views of Ancient Murrelets and Parakeet Auklets alongside the more expected alcids. A 
non-breeding Yellow-billed Loon that plopped down in front of the boat and an unexpected bonus. During the 
final morning we rounded up Wandering Tattler and Pacific Wren, seeing the final surprise of the trip in the 
form of a Sharp-shinned Hawk, which is also relatively scarce in Alaska. Overall it was a very successful trip 
with nearly all specialty birds seen and a very high diversity of mammals (including a total of 16 grizzlies). I 
sincerely hope to see all of you again on a High Lonesome BirdTours trip in the near future until then, happy 
birding, Stephan. 
 

 
Sea otters Kenai Fjords NP 
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Day 1: June 7th Birding Westchester Lagoon in the evening after dinner at Orso’s 
 
After enjoying delicious Copper River salmon for dinner, we went to Westchester Lagoon to look for some of 
the Anchorage species, especially Hudsonian Godwit. The small islands in the middle of the lagoon were full of 
nesting activity with Mew Gulls, Canada Geese, and Arctic Terns all squabbling for space. The Red-necked 
Grebes were courting and a few Lesser Scaup were mixed in among good numbers of Greater Scaup. A Bald 
Eagle flew over and caused a ruckus among the nesting birds with gulls and terns rising as one angry gray and 
white cloud of feathers. We wandered down to the coastal trail and quickly scoped several Hudsonian Godwits 
to round out a good start to the trip. 
 
Day 2: June 8th Birding the Sockeye burn near Willow en route to Denali area 
 
Our first birding stop of the day was the Sockeye burn 
area near Willow and our main targets were American 
Three-toed and Black-backed woodpeckers, both species 
are surprisingly scarce in Alaska. The Sockeye fire started 
June 14th, 2015 and eventually engulfed 7,220 acres, 
leaving behind ample habitat for both woodpecker species. 
Initially, American Three-toed and Black-backed 
woodpeckers were relatively numerous after the fire but 
have diminished over time. It took us several hours and 
sorting through a couple of Hairy and Downy woodpeckers 
before we had fantastic views of an American Three-toed 
Woodpecker that allowed views as close as ten feet. 
Revitalized by our success we clamped down again on the 
missing species and soon discovered an active nest of a Black-backed Woodpecker and watched the female 
come in to feed the large young twice. Other excellent species we recorded during our woodpecker search 
included small flocks of White-winged Crossbills (a good year for the species), our first Boreal and 
Black-capped chickadees, Western Wood-Pewee, and Olive-sided Flycatcher. 
 
We continued our journey towards Denali and a fortuitous rest stop held a family group of Gray Jays foraging 
on a pizza a previous picnicker had dropped. We pulled off the main highway after collecting our bus tickets for 
the next morning and a careful scan along the entrance road to our lodge produced the hoped for Spruce 
Grouse. The bird showed extremely well and we all took as many pictures as we wanted. We then settled into 
our comfortable accommodation at Tonglen Lake and enjoyed the stunning setting and serene atmosphere. 
 

 
Tonglen Lake 
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Day 3: June 9th All day bus journey into Denali National Park 
 
We started at 5:30 am to leave in time for our 6:00 am bus. We secured the best seats on the bus and started 
the long drive towards the Eielson Visitor Center with countless numbers of stops en route. A female American 
Kestrel caused a stir as it flushed from the top of a spruce, but it took a few more minutes before we saw what 
we had been hoping for, a Northern Hawk Owl. The bird at first flushed, but fortunately landed again close to 
the road. We enjoyed a few minutes watching the bird calling to an unseen mate as it clutched some prey in its 
talons. This was an excellent start to what would become an exceptional day. 
 

 
Northern Hawk Owl in Denali National Park 

 
We picked up a couple more birds en route including a dust bathing Willow Ptarmigan, Golden Eagles circling 
near their nest site at Polychrome Pass, Long-tailed Jaegers on the higher tundra near the Eielson Visitor 
Center, a Short-eared Owl sailing past, 
and plenty of Gray Jays. But it was 
really the mammals that stole the show 
for the remainder of the day and we 
encountered no less than 11 grizzlies, 
mainly females with one or two cubs, 
but also a massive male foraging on the 
tundra. Caribou were abundant, moose 
numerous, and Dall sheep eventually 
revealed themselves on the distant 
slopes. We stopped at the visitor center, 
checking on the exhibits and seeing a 
few of the regular passerines of the park 
nearby. We returned to Tonglen Lake in 
the early evening and cherished another 
evening in the nice setting, catching up 
on our list. 
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Willow Ptarmigan dust bathing in Denali National Park. 

 
Day 4: June 10th Birding along Denali Highway en route to Tangle Lakes area 
 
We turned south towards Cantwell after leaving lovely Tonglen Lake and then turned east along the Denali 
Hwy., 135 miles of mainly gravel road passing through some of the finest wilderness areas in Alaska. We 
would have two full days to explore the varied habitats, including vast boreal forest, high tundra, glacial kettle 
lakes, rivers, and wetlands. Our first stop held the expected Blackpoll, Wilson’s, and Orange-crowned warblers 
and many sparrows, but a real surprise was a Common Yellowthroat that sang incessantly and eventually 
showed well. This is a very rare species in interior Alaska. 
 
Further along a Merlin showed very well and a red fox appeared on the opposite side of the road. I stopped the 

van a few miles on for a bird atop a spruce and it turned out 
to be a Northern Shrike, a very difficult species on this 
itinerary, but it showed well in the scope. The same area 
held our first Arctic Warbler that climbed to the top of a 
spruce to sing in full view. 
 
We continued along the road that now followed a glacial 
esker and passed numerous wetlands and lakes. Immersing 
ourselves in the great numbers of waterfowl, we quickly 
found Trumpeter and Tundra swans, the latter rare for the 
area, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Northern Pintail, both scaup, 
and an AmericanXEurasian Wigeon hybrid among a flock of 
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American Wigeons. Bald Eagles were occupying a nest in the distance and we saw Golden Eagles in flight. 
The next set of ponds held a pair of Red-throated Loons, which are also generally uncommon along this route 
and some small mudflats produced a few shorebirds in the form of Semipalmated Plovers and Least 
Sandpipers alongside the numerous Red-necked Phalaropes. 
 
The weather turned a bit drizzly but in general remained mild as we continued east. Our final stop for the day 
at a small bridge we found an American Dipper nearby, most likely tending an active nest. We pulled into 
Tangle Lake Inn and enjoyed the buffet dinner before calling it a night. 
 

 
Caribou 

 
Day 5: June 11th Birding along the Denali Highway near Tangle Lakes and Paxson area 
 
We were out the door very early to look for a scarce breeding species 
along the Denali Hwy. A hike got us to the right spot and we managed 
to see three Smith’s Longspurs, including a shy female and a singing 
male in the scope for several minutes. After breakfast, we tracked into 
the higher tundra in order to find Rock Ptarmigan and Lapland 
Longspur and we were successful at both. Then the rain started, 
making birding in the Paxson area difficult for the remainder of the day, 
but we still added a few species to the growing trip list. In the evening 
we returned to the Tangle River and finally saw two pairs of Harlequin 
Ducks very well with the males engaged in a serious territorial bout, a proper finish to a productive day.  
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Day 6: June 12th Birding en route to Anchorage, Paxson area, Glennallen, Tolsona Wilderness 
Campground, Eureka Summit, and Hatcher Pass area 
 
We left the Denali Highway and turned back towards 
Anchorage. Methodically keeping an eye out in the 
seemingly endless boreal forest finally paid off, when 
we found a handful of Bohemian Waxwings. This 
wandering species can be tough to locate sometimes, 
but we enjoyed scope views for several minutes. We 
continued through Glennallen, picking up more good 
trip birds en route, including Northern Flicker and five 
Rusty Blackbirds. A quick stop at the Eureka 
Roadhouse held three Surf Scoters and a very showy 
Alder Flycatcher.  
 
A brief stop at Tolsona got us good studies of a Belted 
Kingfisher flying back and forth between the stream and an active nest burrow. We also discovered another 
active Black-backed Woodpecker nest that was tended by a busy male allowing for even better views than 
we had already had on day one. Before finishing in Anchorage for the day, we had one more main target in 
mind and drove up to Hatcher Pass. It required a bit of climbing, but eventually we all got great, close views of 
a White-tailed Ptarmigan that sat on a rock for walk-away views, finishing the ptarmigan sweep. We arrived in 
Anchorage well before dinner and then celebrated all the amazing sightings of the first part of the trip at 
Simon’s and Seafort. 
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Day 7: June 13th Birding in the Anchorage area, Lake Hood, Westchester Lagoon and Goose Lake, 
birding en route to Seward 
 
We started the day at Goose Lake where a nesting pair of Pacific Loons showed well and a Common Loon 
flew as we watched the former. Westchester Lagoon was busy and we quickly located Hudsonian Godwits and 
three Sandhill Cranes. A quick look at Lake Hood finally held Common Goldeneye which we surprisingly had 
still been missing and more Surf and White-winged scoters.  
 
Outside of Anchorage we enjoyed the dramatic scenery of the Chugach Mountains and Turnagain Arm, adding 
yet another set of grizzlies at Bird Point and a flock of Pine Siskins feeding on dandelions. We made several 
stops en route to Seward with the most productive being at Summit Lake for lunch and some birding. 
Violet-green Swallows were everywhere and a check of the camping area got us eye-level views of a 
Townsend’s Warbler. Just outside of Seward we stopped at a feeder setup that not only held the expected 
Pine Siskins and Pine Grosbeaks, but a surprising number of Red Crossbills too. We spent nearly an hour 
observing the coming and going of Black-capped and even Chestnut-backed chickadees, Song and Fox 
sparrows, Downy and Hairy woodpeckers, and got good views of a Rufous Hummingbird coming in twice. We 
checked into our accommodations and after another delicious dinner retired in anticipation for the next day’s 
boat tour. 
 

 
Pine Grosbeak 

 
Day 8: June 14th Seward Pelagic Trip in Resurrection Bay and to Northwestern Glacier 
 
We woke up fairly early to make our way to breakfast at the small boat harbor. We boarded the boat around 
7:30 am to join the full day tour to the Northwestern Glacier. We motored into Resurrection Bay and new birds 
came thick and fast. First up we saw several Double-crested Cormorants and then many, many Marbled 
Murrelets. Further out we started to see more alcids and before we turned into Harris Bay and then 
Northwestern Lagoon we had seen multitudes of Tufted and Horned puffins, Common Murres, Rhinoceros 
Auklets, exceptionally good views of Parakeet Auklets, and unusually high numbers of Ancient Murrelets. A 
single Parasitic Jaeger that made an appearance among the Black-legged Kittiwakes was an added bonus. 
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Rhinoceros Auklets 

 
Nearing the Northwestern Glacier we scanned carefully for Kittlitz’s Murrelets, finding a pair of Common 
Mergansers and Black Oystercatchers. We then spotted a single Kittlitz’s Murrelet but the views were distant 
and brief. During the return trip we saw several mountain goats on the high cliffs and encountered multitudes of 
humpback whales that treated us to tail slapping, fin waving, breaching, and lunge feeding. A Yellow-billed 
Loon that landed next to the boat was completely unexpected and another bonus bird for the tour. We 
celebrated our outing with a delicious seafood dinner at Ray’s. 
 
Day 9: June 15th Birding in the Seward area and drive back to Anchorage  
 
During the final morning in Seward we birded the Lowell Point area and Tonsina Point area looking for a few 
more missing species. We quickly located a Wandering Tattler at its usual spot, but the Pacific Wren played 
difficult to get. While looking for the wren we chanced upon a Sharp-shinned Hawk that eventually showed 
well, an uncommon species in Alaska and welcome addition for the international birders in our group. Trying 
another spot outside of Seward we eventually tracked down a single Pacific Wren for good views before we 
started the drive back to Anchorage. We ate lunch again at Summit Lake Lodge, finished our final bird list, and 
continued to Anchorage where the trip ended. 
 

 
Arctic Terns were common throughout the trip with many nesting at Potter Marsh. 
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Bird Trip List: 
 
1. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - we saw many “Lesser” ssp. B. c. parvipes in the Anchorage area 
2. Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator) - 6/10 several seen well along Denali Hwy. and others en route 
3. Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) - excellent views of a pair Denali Hwy. rare this far south 
4. Gadwall (Anas strepera) - 6/13 several Westchester Lagoon and also Potter Marsh 
5. American Wigeon (Anas americana) - 6/10 common in kettle lakes Denali Hwy.  
6. Eurasian x American Wigeon (Anas penelope x americana) - one among wigeons Denali Hwy. 6/10 
7. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - common  
8. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - common along Denali Hwy. and seen at Westchester Lagoon 
9. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - abundant along Denali Hwy. and seen in the Anchorage area 
10. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - common along Denali Hwy. 
11. Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) - a few along Denali Hwy. and Westchester Lagoon 
12. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - widespread 
13. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - much less numerous than previous species seen Denali Hwy. 
14. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - great views of two pairs Tangle River 6/11, Seward 6/14 
15. Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata) - 3 Eureka Roadhouse 6/12, one Lake Hood 6/13 
16. White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca) - Denali Hwy., Lake Hood and many during Seward Pelagic 
17. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - 6/10 Denali Hwy. 
18. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - 6/13 a single bird on Lake Hood 
19. Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - many along the Denali Hwy. with lots of great views 
20. Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - a pair during the Seward Pelagic 6/14 was a surprise 
21. Spruce Grouse (Falcipennis canadensis) - 6/8 a fantastic bird during the first evening Tonglen Lake 
22. Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus) - we saw several during our day in Denali NP 6/9, one dust bathing  
23. Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) - a male flew in calling Denali Hwy. 6/11 
24. White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus leucura) - after some searching a male showed well Hatcher Pass 6/12 
25. Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) - 6/10 seen very well along the Denali Hwy.  
26. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - a nesting pair on Goose Lake 6/13 and flyby during Seward Pelagic 
27. Common Loon (Gavia immer) - several along the Denali Hwy. and one at Goose Lake 
28. Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii) - a surprise and great find during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
29. Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - many on Westchester Lagoon Anchorage 6/13 
30. Sooty Shearwater (Ardenna grisea) - excellent views of two flying by during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
31. Red-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) - good numbers this year during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
32. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - common during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
33. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - a few during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
34. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - a few en route and pair seen near nesting site Denali NP 
35. Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) - regular sightings 
36. Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) - fairly rare in Alaska and one seen well Tonsina Point 6/15 
37. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - Anchorage area, Denali Hwy. on nest and very common Seward 
38. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - brief sighting Denali NP and en route to Anchorage 
39. Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - three Tony Knowles coastal trail Anchorage 6/13 
40. Black Oystercatcher (Haematopus bachmani) - seen well during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
41. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - nesting birds along kettle lakes Denali Hwy. 6/10 
42. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - seen well near Tangle Lakes Denali Hwy. 6/11 
43. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - Westchester Lagoon both visits 
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44. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - pair in kettle lakes Denali Hwy. 6/10 
45. Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - one seen well during first visit to Westchester Lagoon 
46. Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - widespread 
47. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - common along the Denali Hwy. 
48. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - one along Tangle River Denali Hwy. and Lake Hood Anchorage  
49. Wandering Tattler (Tringa incana) - great scope views at Lowell Point near Seward 6/15 
50. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - widespread 
51. Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) - one seen briefly during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
52. Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) - four seen in Denali NP 6/9 
53. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - good numbers seen during Seward Pelagic 6/14, surprisingly none on cliffs 
54. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - common during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
55. Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - exceptional numbers during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
56. Kittlitz's Murrelet (Brachyramphus brevirostris) - a distant bird glimpsed near glacier Seward Pelagic 6/14 
57. Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - unusually good views during Seward Pelagic  
58. Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - unusually good views and numbers during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
59. Rhinoceros Auklet (Cerorhinca monocerata) - excellent views during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
60. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - on the water and cliffs during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
61. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - hundreds on the water and cliffs during Seward Pelagic 6/14 
62. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - abundant in the Seward area 
63. Bonaparte's Gull (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) - seen along Denali Hwy. 
64. Mew Gull (Larus canus) - common throughout 
65. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - mainly seen along Denali Hwy. 
66. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - common 
67. Herring x Glaucous-winged Gull (hybrid) (Larus argentatus x glaucescens) - Anchorage area 
68. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - Denali Hwy. and very numerous Westchester and Potter Marsh 
69. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - Anchorage area and a flyby along Denali Hwy. were surprising 
70. Northern Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula) - fantastic views in Denali NP and another near Glennallen 
71. Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) - a single seen well Denali NP 
72. Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) - Ava’s feeders near Seward hosted a male 6/13 
73. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - seen well at active nest Tolsona Wilderness Camp 6/12 
74. Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) - one Willow area and two Seward area 
75. Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) - seen near Willow and Seward 
76. American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) - great views of a male near Willow 6/8 
77. Black-backed Woodpecker (Picoides arcticus) - female at nest near Willow 6/8 and male at nest 6/12 
78. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - a single bird seen briefly near Glennallen 6/12 
79. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - 6/9 one bird seen briefly in Denali NP 
80. Merlin (Falco columbarius) - seen along Denali Hwy. and again at Summit Lake en route to Seward 
81. Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) - scoped near Willow 6/8 
82. Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) - two scoped near Willow 6/8 
83. Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum) - excellent views at Eureka Roadhouse and again Westchester  
84. Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor) - a difficult bird on this itinerary but seen well Denali Hwy. 6/10 
85. Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) - common and best seen at picnic area foraging on pizza! 
86. Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - seen in the hotel parking lot in Seward 6/15 
87. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - common 
88. Northwestern Crow (Corvus caurinus) - common in the Seward area with good looks in the hotel parking  
89. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common throughout 
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90. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - a pair seen very well on high tundra Denali Hwy. ssp. arcticola 6/11 
91. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - common 
92. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - common in the Anchorage and Seward area 
93. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - a few seen along Denali Hwy. 
94. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - numerous along Denali Hwy. 
95. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - Willow area and Seward area 
96. Chestnut-backed Chickadee (Poecile rufescens) - saw this beautiful species well at feeders Seward area 
97. Boreal Chickadee (Poecile hudsonicus) - great views Willow area and again at Summit Lake 
98. Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - seen well at feeders near Seward 6/13 
99. Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) - good views of a bird Tonsina Point 6/15 
100.Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - after searching we found one Bear Lake Rd. near Seward 6/15 
101.American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - best seen at nest Gulkana River bridge Denali Hwy. 
102.Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa) - a pair seen well Willow area 
103.Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) - after a reluctant bird, one came in crown flaring  
104.Arctic Warbler (Phylloscopus borealis) - numerous this year with several good views along Denali Hwy. 
105.Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) - widespread in riparian alders and shorter boreal forest 
106.Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus) - more common in taller boreal forest 
107.Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) - seen well in Denali NP and Summit Lake but uncommon 
108.American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - widespread  
109.Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) - seen well Denali Hwy. and again in the Seward area 
110.European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - Anchorage area 
111.Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) - 5 birds seen well in boreal forest south of Paxson 
112.Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - one male seen well in high tundra Denali Hwy. 6/11 
113.Smith's Longspur (Calcarius pictus) - great views of two males and a female Denali Hwy. 6/11 
114.Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis) - common 
115.Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata) - widespread 
116.Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) - a surprise along Denali Hwy. very rare in Alaska 
117.Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - fairly common 
118.Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) - common along Denali Hwy. 
119.Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - fairly common in taller forest 
120.Townsend's Warbler (Setophaga townsendi) - seen very well Summit Lake and Tonsina Point 
121.Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - common 
122.American Tree Sparrow (Spizelloides arborea) - seen well along the Denali Hwy. 
123.Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - ssp. iliaca Denali Hwy. and ssp. unalaschcensis Seward area  
124.Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - common 
125.White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - widespread 
126.Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) - good views in Denali NP and at Summit Lake 
127.Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - common 
128.Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - ssp. kenaiensis is large and dark with a long, sharp bill 
129.Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) - fairly common 
130.Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus) - five seen well near Glennallen 
131.Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) - a handful seen well at feeders near Seward 
132.Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) - a fairly rare bird, but a dozen at feeders near Seward 
133.White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) - a good year for the species with many sightings 
134.Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - widespread 
135.Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - many seen Bird Point and feeders in Seward area 
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Mammal Trip List: 
 
Arctic Shrew - DOR Willow area 
Vole sp. - captured by red fox 
Snowshoe Hare - several seen in Denali NP 
Arctic Ground Squirrel - common in the Denali area 
Hoary Marmot - one was seen very well near Hatcher Pass 
Muskrat - Westchester Lagoon 
American Beaver - Denali Hwy. 
Red Squirrel - common 
Moose - nearly 20 seen throughout the trip 
Caribou - common in Denali NP 
Dall Sheep - several seen in Denali NP 
Mountain Goat - a dozen seen on high cliffs during Kenai Fjords NP cruise 
Grizzly - an outstanding 16 seen with many females and cubs, 11 Denali NP, 3 Denali Hwy., 2 en route  
Black Bear - one seen briefly from bird point en route to Seward 
Humpback Whale - a dozen seen Kenai Fjords cruise with breaching, tail and fin slapping 
Harbor Porpoise - Kenai Fjords 
Dall’s Porpoise - Kenai Fjords 
Steller’s Sea Lion - Kenai Fjords 
Harbor Seal - Seward area 
 

 
Gray Jays are always a fun resident bird to encounter in Alaska. 
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