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Spring in South Florida 2021: Specialties & Migration 

Trip Summary & Sightings List 
 
Our tour covered a lot of ground in South Florida! In addition to the Everglades, the Keys, and the Dry 
Tortugas offshore of Key West, we explored areas in the Greater Miami area, as well as regions to the 
north and west. By the end of the tour, we had successfully compiled a list of most of South Florida’s 
regional specialties, as well as almost all of the currently “countable” established exotic species. In 
addition, we found a few bonus rarities and a long list of regularly occurring migrants and resident 
species. All of this added up to provide a great South Florida spring birding adventure. 
 

April 25 – Link up in Miami, Miami Springs Neighborhood. After linking 
up in late afternoon, we took a takeout dinner to the nearby Miami 
Springs neighborhood. Other than the fact our dinner was frequently 
interrupted by nice birds, the plan worked as hoped – we had good views 
of several of the Miami area’s established exotic species, included Mitred 
and Monk Parakeets and Spot-breasted Orioles. A good start to the tour! 
 
April 26 – Kendall and Baptist Hospital areas, Wakodahatchee and 
Green Cay Wetlands and transfer to Port St. Lucie. We began our first 
morning together continuing the search for Miami area established 

exotics. Our first stop was a neighborhood in Kendall where we quickly had good views of Red-
whiskered Bulbul. We also saw more Mitred Parakeets here and two stately Blue-and-yellow Macaws 
flew over. A variety of native species were present as well, including a Loggerhead Shrike and many 
Northern Mockingbirds and White-winged Doves. Next, we visited the grounds of the nearby Baptist 
Hospital where we found Egyptian Geese, Muscovy Ducks, White Ibis and other wading birds. We also 
encountered our first Gray Kingbirds of the tour. From here he hit the road north and spent the rest of 
the day birding from the boardwalk trails at the Wakodahatchee and Green Cay Wetlands. We were 
treated to views of many wading birds from the large Wood Stork to the tiny Least Bittern and we all 
enjoyed the close views. From here we continued on to Port St. Lucie 
for the dinner and the night. 
 
April 27 – Lake Marian, Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area, 
Lake Kissimmee and Lettuce Lake Park. As we prepared to depart 
our Port St. Lucie hotel, we found two Crested Caracaras in the road 
feeding on what appeared to be “road killed” cheese nachos. We 
pulled the van up close and had great views – and I had a hard time 
convincing all I was not the source of the bait! From here we headed 
north to Florida’s pinewoods region, but first made a stop at the boat 
ramp on Lake Marian, where we found Limpkin, Purple Gallinule, 
White Pelican, Bald Eagle and many other species. Next was the 
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nearby Three Lakes WMA area where we hoped to find Red-
cockaded Woodpecker. At our first stop we found a pair of Eastern 
Bluebirds (using a Red-cockaded nest cavity), a Red-headed 
Woodpecker and enjoyed exceptionally close views of Bachman’s 
Sparrow, but no Red-cockadeds. We then took a walk along a 
nearby gravel road and successfully located a female Red-
cockaded Woodpecker on the side of a tree. She stayed long 
enough for all to enjoy in the scope before disappearing into a nest 
cavity. As we walked back to the van, we found several other 
species including Pine Warbler, Eastern Towhee and Swallow-tailed 
Kite. We then traveled to Coleman’s Landing on the southwest 
shore of Lake Kissimmee where we combined birding with a picnic 
lunch stop. It was a good location to enjoy a variety of wading 
birds, but without a doubt the 5-7 Snail Kites working the marshes were the highlight of the visit. From 
here we hit the road west to the Tampa area where we conclude the day birding from the boardwalk 
trail at Lettuce Lake Park. This walk was good for a fun variety of birds, including Limpkin, Barred Owl, 
Carolina Wren, Yellow-throated and Red-eyed Vireos, Prothonotary and Yellow-throated Warblers and 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird. 
 
April 28 – Fort De Soto Park and transfer to Sarasota. We enjoyed a full day of birding at Fort De Soto 
Park. We began at the park’s North Beach where we found several handsome Nanday Parakeets 
adjacent to the beaparking lot. We then walked out to the beach and spent a fun hour or more 
looking over the shorebird and tern flock assembled there. Many birds were present and highlights 
included Reddish Egret, American Oystercatcher, four species of plovers, many Red Knots, Royal, 
Sandwich and Least Terns and others. We then explored a brushy area for landbird migrants, but 
things were pretty quiet with the exception of a couple of Gray Catbirds, a few warblers and the only 
Eastern Kingbird we saw of the trip. Next, we traveled to the park’s East Beach area where we found 
another nice mix of shorebirds along the tide line, including a Wilson’s Plover that allowed very close 

views. After a picnic lunch in a shady 
area, we rechecked several locations in 
the park before traveling on to our 
Sarasota hotel.  
 
April 29 – The Celery Fields, Oscar 
Sherer State Park, Cape Coral, the Big 
Cypress Bend Boardwalk and transfer 
to Florida City. We started with a walk 
on the boardwalk of the nearby Celery 
Fields Preserve. Here we saw our only 
Wood Ducks of the tour, many Purple 
Gallinules and another Least Bittern, but 
we will probably most remember the 

great views we had of a Common Gallinule family just below the boardwalk. Next, we made a stop at 
Oscar Sherer State Park, where the hoped-for Florida Scrub Jays made a close appearance in fairly 
short order along the park’s Green Trail. From here we continued south to Cape Coral, where we 
found a colony of Burrowing Owls on the edges of a municipal baseball field complex and Monk 
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Parakeets nesting in the lights surrounding the fields. An 
unusual, but most enjoyable birding experience! After 
lunch, we wrapped up the birding for the day on the Big 
Cypress Bend Boardwalk. Despite the afternoon heat we 
had nice views of White-eyed Vireo, Great-crested 
Flycatcher and several warbler species. We then pushed on 
to Florida City, our base for the next two nights. 
 
April 30 – Everglades National Park and Portovino Plaza. 
We took a detour on the way in to Everglades National Park 
to search for a Smooth-billed Ani that had been reported, 
but despite our best efforts, the ani could not be located. 
Once in the park we checked Long Pine Key for pinewoods 
species and walked the Anhinga Trail, where we did find 
many Anhingas, as well a variety of fish and a very big 
American alligator. We then pushed on to Flamingo at the 

far end of the park road where we enjoyed views of a family of Pileated Woodpeckers nesting in a 
dead palm and very close views of a male Prairie Warbler. Following a break for a picnic lunch and 
views of an American crocodile and several manatees, we located a couple of Shiny Cowbirds and an 
unexpected Bobolink within a flock of Brown-headed Cowbirds working the parking lot edges. After 
leaving the park in mid-afternoon, we visited an urban shopping area adjacent to a highway bridge 
that is host to a nesting colony of the Caribbean form of Cave Swallow. Later, we returned to 
Everglades National Park at dusk and enjoyed spectacular views of a Chuck-will’s-widow via spotting 
scope and spotlight – one of the highlights of the trip for many, leader included! 
 
May 1 – Black Point Park and the Florida Keys. Before heading south into the Keys, we made a stop at 
Black Point Park to check for Mangrove Cuckoo. It’s a location where we’ve had good luck on past 
tours, but no luck this time. We did not come away empty handed however, as a Black-whiskered 
Vireo, another South Florida specialty, showed nicely and allowed scope views. Once in the Keys, we 
took a walk on Key Largo that yielded several White-
eyed Vireos and a few warblers and then pushed 
south to Marathon. Here we checked the 
Government Center for Least and Roseate Terns, as 
both species nest on the office roofs. We found many 
Least Terns, but no Roseates. After lunch, we 
continued south and successfully located the Black-
faced Grassquit on Big Pine Key, a rarity that has been 
present for some time, as well as several Clapper Rails 
on Big Torch Key. After dinner we returned to the 
Government Center and had good views of several 
Roseate Terns in flight over the parking lot. From here 
we headed to Grassy Key where we hoped to see and 
hear Antillean Nighthawk at dusk. After a short wait 
we heard the diagnostic calls from high overhead and 
eventually located two individuals, which came low 
enough for all to see – a nice ending to the day! 
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May 2 – Dry Tortugas National 
Park and Fort Jefferson. This was 
one of the most anticipated days 
of the tour – our 70-mile journey 
aboard the Yankee Freedom III 
from Key West out to Fort 
Jefferson within Dry Tortugas 
National Park. As we approached 
the fort, the captain slowed so 
we could see the colony of 
Masked Boobies on nearby 
Hospital Key. Once off the boat, 
we enjoyed views of many 
Magnificent Frigatebirds and 
hundreds of nesting Sooty Terns and Brown Noddies. In addition, we found several Bridled Terns, two 
Roseate Terns and the biggest prize of all – a single Black Noddy perched with Brown Noddies on the 
north coaling docks. We then turned our attention to the inner fort area where a fountain and trees 
host landbird migrants. Here we found multiple warbler species, including Hooded Warbler and 
Northern Waterthrush, as well as a Veery and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo. (As the day warmed up, sitting in 
the shade to watch birds come to the fountain became an increasingly popular activity with the 
group!) Once off the boat back in Key West, we were pleasantly surprised to find a White-crowned 
Pigeon conspicuously perched in a tree between the ferry terminal and our parking garage – so a day 
of island birding concluded with a bit of sidewalk birding! 
 
May 3 – Key Largo, Matheson Hammock Park and Crandall Park. We began our final full day together 
birding wooded locations on Key Largo where we found several Yellow-billed Cuckoos, but not the 
cuckoo we were really searching for. After lunch, we visited Matheson Hammock Park where a cluster 
of dead palms had attracted several species of cavity nesting birds. Here we found Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Eastern Screech Owl, Common Hill Myna, Mitred Parakeet and Orange-winged Parrot. 
Watching the various species come and go from their cavities and the young screech owls looking out 
was great fun. To conclude the day, we visited the old zoo area of Crandall Park on Key Biscayne. A 

series of small ponds here was host to Common Gallinule, Black-
bellied Whistling-Duck, Muscovy and Egyptian Goose, as well as a 
single Least Grebe, rare in Florida, that had been present 
throughout the winter. Back in Florida City we enjoyed our final 
group checklist session and dinner together. 
 
May 4 – Black Point and Pinewoods Parks, Return to Miami. 
Before heading to the airport, we made a couple of final birding 
stops. First a return to Black Point Park, where Mangrove Cuckoo 
remained elusive and then to Pinewoods Park in Kendall, where 
we concluded the birding on a high note with scope views of 
Scaly-breasted Munia, another of the Miami area’s established 
exotic species, and brief views of a few additional Red-whiskered 
Bulbuls. Then it was off to the airport for good-byes and 
departures. A great trip with many good birds in good company! 
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South Florida Tour 2021 – Sightings List 
 
Black-bellied Whistling Duck – Wakodahatchee Wetlands, 
Celery Fields and Crandon Park 
Egyptian Goose – An established Miami exotic we saw on 

the Baptist Hospital grounds in Kendall and Crandon 
Park on Key Biscayne. 

Muscovy Duck – An established exotic we saw in the 
Miami Springs neighborhood and later at several 
locations in the Miami area. 

Wood Duck – Several seen in flight at the Celery Fields. 
Blue-winged Teal – Scoped in the distance at Lake Marian. 
Mottled Duck – Close views at the Wakodahatchee and 

Green Cay Wetlands. 
Red-breasted Merganser – Three females flew past as we were birding the beach at Fort De Soto. 
Northern Bobwhite – Clearly heard at the Three Lakes WMA. 
Red Junglefowl – Established in the Key West area and we had a close encounter at the entrance to 

our parking garage. 
Wild Turkey – A few seen at the Three Lakes WMA. 
Indian Peafowl – Established and noisy at Crandon Park on Key Biscayne. 
Pied-billed Grebe – A few seen at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands. 
Least Grebe – A rarity in South Florida, we had close views of the bird that has been present for the 

winter and spring in one of the old zoo ponds at Crandon Park. 
Wood Stork – Exceptionally close views of nesting birds at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands. 
Magnificent Frigatebird – We saw a few at Fort De Soto and other southern mainland Florida 

locations and many at Fort Jefferson. 
Masked Booby – The breeding colony on Hospital Key was 
visible in the distance from the Yankee Freedom on the way 
to Fort Jefferson. 
Northern Gannet – Some saw a single bird on the water en 
route to Fort Jefferson. 
Double-crested Cormorant – Common and seen on most 
days of the tour. 
Anhinga – Common in South Florida and seen multiple days, 
with especially close views at the Wakodahatchee wetlands. 
American White Pelican – Several present on Lake Marian 
and we later saw others in flight at Flamingo in Everglades 
National Park. 
Brown Pelican – Common in coastal areas, throughout the 
Keys and at Fort Jefferson. 
Least Bittern – We had nice views of this skulking species at 
the Wakodahatchee Wetlands and later from the boardwalk 
at the Celery Fields 

Great Blue Heron – Common and seen most days. 
Great Egret – Common and seen most days. 
Snowy Egret – We found our first at Fort De Soto and then saw frequently on following days. 
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Little Blue Heron – Nice views at several locations 
including the Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Coleman 
Landing and Big Cypress Bend. 

Tricolored Heron – Wakodahatchee and Green Cay 
Wetlands, Lake Marian and the Celery Fields were 
some of the locations we saw this handsome wader. 

Reddish Egret – We found one while birding the beaches 
at Fort De Soto Park. 

Cattle Egret – Widespread in south Florida and seen often. 
Green Heron – Great views at the Wakodahatchee 

Wetlands and several other locations. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron – One perched along the road 

in the Three Lakes WMA and a few others seen from 
the van while we were traveling. 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron – One flew in front of the 
van as we approaching Fort De Soto. 

White Ibis – Very common and seen daily in wetland 
areas, lawns and parking lots! 

Glossy Ibis – Seen well at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands and often in overhead flocks. 
Roseate Spoonbill – One in flight at Lake Marian and a few more on an offshore sandbar at Flamingo 

in in Everglades National Park. 
Black Vulture – Common and seen on most days. 
Turkey Vulture – Common and seen on most days. 
Osprey – Lots of Ospreys in south Florida and we saw them well and often. 
Swallow-tailed Kite – A most handsome raptor and we had great views at multiple locations 

throughout the trip, beginning with the Three Lakes WMA. 
Snail Kite – At least seven birds were present at the Shady Oaks Recreation Area on the shore of Lake 

Kissimmee, where we watched them while enjoying a picnic lunch. 
Cooper's Hawk – We saw one overhead in the interior of Fort Jefferson. 
Bald Eagle – Several seen during the tour including at Lake Marian and while we were watching the 

Burrowing Owls in Cape Coral. 
Red-shouldered hawk – The most frequently seen 
raptor of the trip and we all noted how pale the 
Florida race appeared. 
Broad-winged Hawk – Two were present in the 
interior of Fort Jefferson. 
Red-tailed Hawk – A few seen along highway 
roadsides as we traveled. 
Clapper Rail – Spectacular up-close views of several 
on Big Torch Key. 
Purple Gallinule – A colorful wetland bird we saw 
well at Lake Marian and from the boardwalk at the 
Celery Fields. 
Gray-headed Swamphen – An established exotic in 
south Florida and we had great views at the 
Wakodahatchee and Green Cay Wetlands. 
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Common Gallinule – We saw this species at several 
wetland areas, but the up-close views of the family 
below the boardwalk at the Celery Fields was most 
memorable. (And some may wish to forget witnessing 
another young one fall victim to a hungry Florida 
softshell turtle at the Green Cay Wetlands….) 
American Coot – A few were present at the 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands. 
Limpkin – Close views at the Lake Marian boat ramp and 
along the boardwalk at Lettuce Lake Park. 
Sandhill Crane – Mostly seen in and near the Three Lakes 
WMA. 

Black-necked Stilt – Well seen at the Wakodahatchee and Green Cay Wetlands, as well as Lake Marian 
and on Grassy Key. 

American Oystercatcher – North Beach at Fort De Soto Park. 
Black-bellied Plover – Quite a few on the beaches of Fort De Soto Park. 
Snowy Plover – Exceptionally close views at Fort De Soto’s North Beach 
Wilson's Plover – Close views at Fort De Soto’s East Beach where we could compare side-by-side with 

a Semipalmated Plover. 
Semipalmated Plover – Dozens (or more) present at Fort De Soto Park. 
Piping Plover – Also present at Fort De Soto’s North Beach where we were able to enjoy close views. 
Killdeer – Several present at the Celery Fields. 
Marbled Godwit – One at Fort De Soto’s North Beach. 
Ruddy Turnstone – Several at Fort De Soto and at Fort Jefferson. 
Red Knot – Dozens present at North Beach at Fort De Soto Park. 
Sanderling – Present on the beaches of Fort De Soto Park. 
Dunlin – Many present at Fort De Soto Park. 
Least Sandpiper – Several in the distance at Lake Marian and much closer at Fort De Soto Park. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper – Several present at North Beach at Fort De Soto Park. 
Western Sandpiper – Nice views of several in breeding plumage at Fort De Soto’s East Beach. 
Short-billed Dowitcher – Close views at Fort De Soto’s East Beach. 
Long-billed Dowitcher – At least three in the distance at Lake Marian. 
Spotted Sandpiper – One or more at Lake Marian. 
Solitary Sandpiper – Three present next 

to the boardwalk at the Green Cay 
Wetlands. 

Greater Yellowlegs – Several at Lake 
Marian. 

Willet – Several present on the beaches 
at Fort De Soto Park and we saw a 
few on the sandbar offshore of 
Flamingo in Everglades National 
Park. 
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Laughing Gull – Common and conspicuous at 
all the coastal areas we visited. 
Ring-billed Gull – A few were present at Fort 
De Soto Park. 
Herring Gull – A few at For De Soto and at 
least one was present at Fort Jefferson. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull – One first summer 
bird was at North Beach at Fort De Soto Park. 
Brown Noddy – Hundreds at Fort Jefferson 
and we enjoyed close views. 
Black Noddy – One present and reasonably 
conspicuous on the north coaling docks at 
Fort Jefferson. We enjoyed good scope views 
of this U.S. rarity from the top of the fort. 

Sooty Tern – Hundreds present at Fort Jefferson and we enjoyed close views. 
Bridled Tern – Several were present on the south coaling docks at Fort Jefferson and provided great 

views, both perched and in flight. 
Least Tern – We saw this diminutive tern well at Fort De Soto Park and the Marathon Government 

Center, as well as in Key West. 
Roseate Tern – Nice views of at least four overhead at the Marathon Government Center and two 

were perched on the north coaling docks at Fort Jefferson. 
Forster's Tern – One with the tern flock at Fort De Soto Park 
Royal Tern – Many present at Fort De Soto Park and on Fort Jefferson. 
Sandwich Tern – Nice views at Fort De Soto and a few present on Fort Jefferson. 
Black Skimmer – A sizable flock was present on North beach at Fort De Soto and we saw more on a 

Key West pier as we sailed past en route to Fort Jefferson. 
Rock Pigeon – Common in urban locations. 
White-crowned Pigeon – One perched conspicuously was a nice surprise in Key West as we were 

walking back to the van after our Fort Jefferson trip. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove – Common and seen on most days. 
Common Ground-Dove – Nice views of this small dove at Fort De Soto Park and along the canal just 

outside of Everglades National Park. 
White-winged Dove – Many nice views, 

particularly while we were birding 
neighborhoods in the Miami area. 

Mourning Dove – Common and seen almost 
daily. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo – We found one in the 
interior of Fort Jefferson and saw several 
others while birding on Key Largo. 

Eastern Screech Owl – We found a family 
nesting in one of the dead palms at 
Matheson Hammock. Young birds looking 
out of the nest cavity, one adult we saw at 
close range and another calling we could 
never locate, despite much effort! 
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Burrowing Owl – The “baseball field colony” at Cape 
Coral was one of the highlights of the trip. We 
saw at least a dozen here and even saw one doing 
a bit of excavation work. 

Barred Owl – One responded immediately at Lettuce 
Lake and was joined later by another. Both 
provided great views from the boardwalk trail. 

Common Nighthawk – Several seen from the van as 
we drove into the Everglades on our Chuck-will’s-
widow adventure. 

Antillean Nighthawk – Two seen and heard quite 
well in flight overhead on Grassy Key. 

Chuck-will's-widow – Fantastic scope views of a 
spot-lighted bird perched conspicuously along the 
road to Long Pine Key in the Everglades. We also 
enjoyed the call of several. A fun and memorable 
evening outing for all! 

Chimney Swift – A brief overhead sighting in the Miami Springs neighborhood. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird – A female was visiting the feeder at Lettuce Lake and perched nearby. 
Red-headed Woodpecker – Seem by most in the group at the Three Lake WMA. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker – The common woodpecker of the trip. Seen almost daily. 
Downy Woodpecker – Individuals were seen at Baptist Hospital in Kendall and along the Big Cypress 

Bend boardwalk. 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker – It took some time and effort, but we finally enjoyed great views of a 

female on a nest tree in the Three Lakes WMA. 
Northern Flicker – Heard at Oscar Scherer State Park and in the Everglades. 
Pileated Woodpecker – Great views of a nesting pair with young in a dead palm at Flamingo in 

Everglades National Park. 
Crested Caracara – A pair feeding in the road adjacent to our Port Saint Luce hotel was a nice way to 

start the day and we saw another hunting a recently burned area of the Three Lakes WMA. 
Merlin – We saw two on Grassy Key while we waited 
for the Antillean Nighthawks and another was present 
on Fort Jefferson 
Monk Parakeet – Nice views of several in the Miami 
Springs neighborhood and we later saw more (and 
their large nests) at the baseball field Burrowing Owl 
location in Cape Coral. 
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet – A flyby flock in the 
Miami Springs neighborhood. 
Nanday Parakeet – Good views at Fort De Soto Park. 
Mitred Parakeet – Several seen (and heard) in both 
the Miami Springs and Kendall neighborhoods. We 
also saw a pair in a nest hole at Matheson Hammock. 
Orange-winged Parrot – We saw these handsome 
parrots in a nest cavity at the top of a dead palm at 
Matheson Hammock 
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Blue-and-yellow Macaw – Not an ABA 
countable species, but the pair that 
flew over us in Kendall was pretty 
spectacular none-the-less! 

Great-crested Flycatcher – Seen and 
heard well at several locations, 
including the Big Cypress Bend 
Boardwalk, Everglades National Park 
and Black Point Park in Miami. 

Eastern Kingbird – One near the bird 
fountain at Fort De Soto Park. 

Gray Kingbird – First seen on the grounds 
of Baptist Hospital in Kendall, later at 
our Sarasota dinner restaurant and 
then common in the Everglades and 
Keys. 

Loggerhead Shrike – Seen in Kendall, at 
Fort De Soto Park, Everglades National 
Park and several times from the van while we were on the road. 

White-eyed Vireo – Multiple good views of this “more often heard than seen” species. First along the 
boardwalk at Big Cypress Bend and later in the Everglades and Key Largo. 

Yellow-throated Vireo – Several nice views at Lettuce Lake Park. 
Red-eyed Vireo – Well seen from the boardwalk at Lettuce Lake Park. 
Black-whiskered Vireo – Scope views of an individual at Black Point Park that initially kept on the 

move. All enjoyed the clear views of the dark “whisker”. 
Blue Jay – Common and seen often, especially during the first half of the tour. 
Florida Scrub-Jay – At least four provided exceptionally close views during our short walk along the 

Green Trail at Oscar Sherer State Park. 
American Crow – Far less common than Fish Crows on our route. A few encountered at Lake Marian, 

the Three Lakes WMA, Oscar Sherer State Park and Everglades National Park. 
Fish Crow – Common and seen and heard frequently 
during the tour. 
Purple Martin – Present at the Wakodahatchee and 
Green Cay Wetlands and we had particularly close 
views of the nesting colony at the Celery Fields. 
Barn Swallow – Seen at Fort De Soto Park and zipping 
around in Fort Jefferson. 
Cave Swallow – Nice views of multiple individuals at the 
Portovino Plaza colony in Miami. 
Carolina Chickadee – Seen and heard at Lettuce Lake 
Park. 
Tufted Titmouse – Seen and heard at Lettuce Lake Park. 
Carolina Wren – Found at both Lettuce Lake and Fort 
De Soto Parks. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – Several seen at Lettuce Lake 
Park. 
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Red-whiskered Bulbul – Scope views of several birds 
in a Kendall neighborhood on our first morning 
and a brief view at Pinewoods Park en route back 
to the airport on the last morning 

Eastern Bluebird – A few at the Three Lakes WMA, 
including one pair that was using a Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker nesting cavity. 

Veery – One was present in trees around the bird 
fountain at Fort Jefferson. 

Gray Catbird – A couple of at Fort De Soto Park. 
Northern Mockingbird – Common and seen daily. 
European Starling – Common and seen daily. 
Common Myna – Nesting at our Florida City hotel 
and seen at multiple other locations in the area. 
Common Hill Myna – Nice views of a nesting bird coming and going from a nest cavity in a dead palm 

at Matheson Hammock Park. 
Ovenbird – Individuals seen at Fort De Soto and Black Point Parks. 
Northern Waterthrush – Great views on one that kept visiting the bird fountain at Fort Jefferson. 
Black-and-white Warbler – Seen multiple days, first in a wooded section of the Green Cay Wetlands. 
Prothonotary Warbler – Fantastic views along the boardwalk at Lettuce Lake Park of a pair carrying 

food to a nearby nest. Nice views of the singing male as well. 
Common Yellowthroat – Green Cay Wetlands, Three Lakes WMA and the Celery Fields. 
Hooded Warbler – Several seen at Fort Jefferson, including one or more visiting the bird fountain. 
American Redstart – Nice views at Green Cay Wetlands, Big Cypress Bend and Fort Jefferson. 
Cape May Warbler – First seen at Fort De Soto and later in the Everglades, Keys and on Fort Jefferson. 
Northern Parula – Seen on multiple days, with great views at several locations, including in the big 

oaks of the Shady Oaks Recreation Area on the edge of Lake Kissimmee. 
Magnolia Warbler – One seen in the trees around the bird fountain at Fort Jefferson. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler – One in the shrubs next to the Marathon Government Center. 
Blackpoll Warbler – Many nice views of this long-distance migrant. First at the Green Cay Wetlands 

and later at Fort De Soto, Big Cypress Bend, and in the Keys and on Fort Jefferson. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler – Seen often, 
first at the Green Cay Wetlands and later Big 
Cypress Bend, the Keys and Fort Jefferson. 
Palm Warbler – Green Cay Wetlands, Fort 
Jefferson and Key Largo. 
Pine Warbler – Great views of bright males at 
the Three Lake WMA and at Oscar Sherer 
State Park. 
Yellow-throated Warbler – Our patience at 
Lettuce Lake Park was rewarded with close 
views of a colorful male right next to the 
boardwalk trail. 
Prairie Warbler – Nice views at Flamingo in 
Everglades National Park and later at Black 
Point Park. 
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Mourning Warbler – Seen by a few on their “head start” walk back to the van on Key Largo. 
Bachman's Sparrow – A few seen at the Three Lakes WMA, including one that perched quite close on 

a wire fence. 
Eastern Towhee – Nice views of the pale-eyed Florida race at the Three Lakes WMA. 
Northern Cardinal – Common and seen almost daily. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – A female was seen near the bird fountain on Fort Jefferson. 
Indigo Bunting – A female was in the trees around the bird fountain on Fort Jefferson. 
Bobolink – A molting male was a nice surprise with the cowbird flock at Flamingo in the Everglades. 
Eastern Meadowlark – Nice views of several while we walked along the canal near the Everglades 

entrance. 
Spot-breasted Oriole – Great views of several adults in the Miami Springs neighborhood on our first 

evening and we even were able to watch them feeding a couple of fledglings. A nice way to start 
the tour together! 

Red-winged Blackbird – Common and seen often in and near wetland areas. 
Shiny Cowbird – It took some time and patience, but we finally located a pair with one of the Brown-

headed Cowbird flocks at Flamingo in Everglades National Park. 
Brown-headed Cowbird – Several flocks were 

present around Flamingo in Everglades National 
Park. 

Common Grackle – Seen daily during the tour. 
Boat-tailed Grackle – Common and seen daily 

during the tour. 
House Sparrow – Present in most urban areas we 

traveled through on the tour. 
Black-faced Grassquit – A long standing rarity at 

the Blue Hole Preserve on Big Pine Key. Our mid-
afternoon visit to try and track it down did not 
seem like the best time of day, but eventually 
we were able to track down the calls and enjoy 
very nice views. 

 
 
 

Trip Summary & Sightings List Photos (by Kip Miller unless noted) 

Cover: Little Blue Heron, Sooty Tern, Eastern Screech Owl, Yankee Freedom birders. Page 1: Spot-breasted 
Oriole, Wood Stork. Page 2: Prothontary Warbler, Fort De Soto beach birders. Page 3: Burrowing Owl, 
Everglades manatees (Barb Retzlaff photo). Page 4: Brown Noddys, White-crowned Pigeon. Page 5: Least 
Grebe, Magnificent Frigatebird. Page 6: Red-shouldered Hawk, Clapper Rail (Joe Gardner photo). Page 7: 
Wilson’s Plover, Royal Terns. Page 8: Black Noddy, Bridled Tern. Page 9: Eastern Screech Owl juveniles, Pileated 
Woodpecker juvenile. Page 10: Black-whiskered Vireo, Florida Scrub Jay. Page 11: Yellow-throated Warbler, 
Bachman’s Sparrow. Page 12: Black-faced Grassquit. 
 
 
 


